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1TH KF 
Bookſcller's Advertiſement, 


H E Uſefulneſs of ſhort 

Prattical Diſcourſes,which 
are of ſmall Price, and the good 
Reception which the late ſmall Vo- 
lume of Diſcourſes concerning In- 
duſtry, By the Learned Authour 
of theſe has found ; have mduced 
_ me to Re-print theſe in the like 
manner, from the Third Yolume 
of his Works in Folio; for the Uſe 
of thoſe who have not that, and 
cannot ſo well reach the Price of 
it. IT wiſh the Authour s Pius 
Deſien m theſe Writmgs may be 
promoted hereby, 


B. A; 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ew!y Printed, the Holy Bible, con-. 
taining the Old 1 eſt ament and the . 
New ; with SOR and Parallel. 


ciptures. To which is annexed, the 
H:rmony of the Go/p:!s : As alſorhe Re- 
duilion of the Fewiſh IWeiruts, Coms and 
Afcaſurcs,to our Engliſh Stand ards; And 
a Table of the Promites in Scri ture; 
by Semucl Clark, Miniſter of the Go- 
ſpe!. Printed in Folio of a very fair 
Letrer, the like never before in One 
Volume. 


Printed for B. Ay:mer in Cornhill. 


SERMON I. 


The Conſideration of 
our latter End. 


FSALM XC. 12 


Jo teach us to number our days, 
that we may appiy our hearts 
unto wiſdom. 


HIS Pſatn is upon feve- 
ral pecuhar accompts-ve- 
ry remarkable; {or its an- 

| tiquity, 1n which 1t per- 
haps doth not yeild to any parcel 
of Scripture ; for the eminency of 
Its Authour, Moſes the Man of God ; 
the greateſt of. the ancient Prophets 
{ moſt in favour, and ( as it were ) 
B | molt 
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The Conſideration of 


moſt intimate with God : 3: 
alſo remarkable for the form bg f 
matter thereof, both affording much Þ} ; 
uſefull inftrution. In # weha\ ER t 
orcat Prince, the Governour ol a | | 
NUMCrous People {equeſtring his £ þ 
Mind trom the management of pub- } 
lick Afairs to private Meditations ; Þ| a, 
trom bcholding the preſent outward F jr 
appearanccs, to conlidering the real F { 
nature and {ccret cauſes of things: Þ| th 
In the midit of all the Splendor Þ| de 
and Pomp. of all the ſtir and tunult Þ xa 
about him he obſcrves the frailty o: Þ ac 
humane condition, he diſcerns ti Þ bl 
Providence of God juſtly order:n;ÞÞ an 
all; this he does not onely in was | rh; 
of wiic conſiueration, but of ſer:vwÞþ ſhi 
devotion, mouliing his obſervation;Þ] de: 
into pious acknowledgments, 51 We 
carnett Prayers to God ; thus vii} fon 
he catts one eye upon Earth ants don 

ing the occurrences there, liftin:: "I ing 
the other to Heaven ; there ſel ng fir 
Gou's all-governing Hand, pps POL 
{ſeeking his gracious Favourand L wh 
Cy. Tiws Goth here that great an. 
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our latter End. 


ood Man teach us all, ( more par- 
ticularly men of high Eſtate, and 
much Buſineſs ) to tind opportuni- 
ties of withdrawing their thoughts 
trom thoſe things, which common- 
ly amuſe them ( the Cares, the 
Glories, the Pleaſurcs of this World ) 
and fixing them upon matters more 
mprovable to devotion; the tran- 
ſitorineſs of their Condition, and 
their ſubjc&tion to God's juſt Provi- 
dence ; joining alſo to theſe Micdi- 
tations {utable acts of Religion, due 
acknowledgments to God and hum- 
ble Prayers. This was his practice 
among the greateſt encumi rances 
that any Van could have; and it 
ſhould alſo be ours. Of thoſe his 
devotions, addreiied to God, tlie 
Words are part, which 1 have cho- 
ſen for the {ubje of my meditati- 
on and preſent diſcourſe ; concern- 
ing the meaning of which I ſhall 
firſt touch ſomewhat; then pro- 
pound that obſervable in them, 
which I deſign to in{ift upon. 
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Pſa.. 39. 4. 


The Prophet David hath in the | 


39th Pſalm a Prayer very near in 
words, and of kin ( it ſeems) in 
{nſe to this here ; Lord, prays he, 
Make me to know my end, and the 


"meaſure of my days, what it ts, that 


[ may know how frail T am : Concer- 
ning the dritt of which place, as 
well as of this here, it were obvious 
ro conceive, that both thele Pro- 
phe:s do* requeſt of God, rhat he 
would diſcover to them the definite 
term of their I:te ( which by his 
decree he had fixed, or however by 
his univerial preſcience he did dil- 
cern; concerning which we have 


theſe words in Job, Seeing mans 
days are determined, the number of 


his months are with thee, thou hat 
appointed hts baunds, that he cant 
paſs )- we might, I lay, at firſt hear- 
ing be apt to imagine, that ther 
Prayer unto God 1s, ( for the ccii- 
tort-o! thei mind burthened wit! 
aijlictions, or tor their better d:ts- 
ction in the management of th! 
remaining time of lite ) that God 
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would reveal unto them the deter- 
minate lengrh of their life. Bur 
this ſenſe, which the Words ſeem 
ſo naturally to hold forth is by ma- 
ny of the. Fathers rejected ; for that 
the knowledge of our lives determi- 
nate meaſure is not a fit matter of 
Prayer to God ; that being a ſecret 
reſerved by God to himſelf. which 
to inquire into ſavours of preſump- 
tuous curioſity ; the univerſal vali- 
dity of which reaſon I will not de- 
bate ; but ſhall defer ſo much to 
their judement, as to ſuppoſe that . 
the numbring of our days ( accor- 
ding to their ſenſe) doth here onely 
imply a confuſed indefinite compu- 
tation of our days number, or the 
length of our life ; ſach as, upon 
which it may appear, that neceſſari- 
ly our life cannot be long ( not ac- 
cording to the accompt mentioned 
in this Pſalm ( the fame with that 
of Solon, in Herodotus ) above ſe- 
venty or cighty Years, eſpecially as 
to purpoſes of health \ firength, con- 
tent ) will probably by reaſon of 
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various accidents, to which it is ex- i It 
poſed, be much ſhorter ( ſeven or I { 


| ten Years according to a moderate | 0 
F eſteem ) may pollibly, from ſur- I tl 
F priſes undifcoverable, be very near I 8 
to its period ; by few inſtants re- | d: 
moved from death (a Year, a Month, ll g 
a Day, it may be ſomewhat leſs. ) £1 
This I ſhall allow to be the Arith- I tl 
metick that Moſes here deſires to ||| tl 
learn ; whence ir doth follow that |} li 
teaching -(or making to know, ſoit | al 
is in the Hebrew ) doth import here Þ| a 
( as it doth other-where frequently || © 
0s e Srarkier ore. PIE) God: e 
” arhoda dbyroge. 67 avge®- tording the Grace toi {c 
T& Cao 6 Inn, vin know prattically, or le 
Mpver eis 70 ame ever. Plut. with ſerious regard i { 
ad Apoll. p. 202. py : 

Qui; eft tam ſftultus, quam- coniider this ſtate and | © 
vis ſir adole/cers, cui fir explo- mea{ure of our life (for 
operon in ſpeculation no Man iſ " 

can be ignorant of hu- | 4 

mane lifes brevity and uncertain- f 
p 
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ty ; but moſt Men are ſo negligent 
and ſtupid, as not to regard it ſuf- 
ficiently, not to employ this know- 
ledge to any good purpoſe.) Thus 
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our latter End, 


Interpretation I chuſe, being in ir. 
ſelf plauſible enough, and counte- 
nanced by ſo good authority ; yet 
the former might well enough ( by 
good conſequence, if not fo imme- 
diately ) ſerve my deſign: Or be a 
ground able to ſupport the diſcourſe 
I intend to build upon the Words ; 
the ſubje whereof briefly will be 
this, that the conſideration of our 
lives certain and neceflary brevity 
and frailty, is a mean proper and 
apt to diſpoſe us toward the wiſe 
conduct of our remaining life; to 
which purpoſe ſuch a conſideration 


' ſeems alike available, as the know- 


ledgeof its punctual or definite mea- 
ſure; or more than it ; upon the ſame, 
or greater reaſons. 

As for the latter clauſe, that we 
way apply our hearts to wiſdom ; tis 
according to the Hebrew, And we 
ſhall bring the heart to wiſdom ; im- 
plying, the application of our hearts 
to wiſdom to be conſequent upon 
the skill and practice ( beſtowed by 
God ) of thus computing our days. 
EE. B 4 As$ 
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The Conſideration of 

As for wiſdom, that may denote ei- i \ 

ther ſapience, a habit of knowing If v 

what 1s true; or prudence, a diſpa- Il & 

= ſition of _chuſing what is good ; we | 

Y may here underſtand both, eſpect-' |:t 

i; DP-fnll.p. ally the latter; for, as Tully faithof || t 

hb Philoſophy, Omnis ſumma Philoſophiz 

ad beate vivendum refertur, The 

ſumm or whole of Philoſophy re- 

ters ro living happily ; ſo all Divine 

Wiſdom doth reſpect good practice. 

The word alſo comprehends all the 

conſequences and ad- 

— Nature dedit ujeram vits, yuntts of ſuch wildom 
anquam Þccanie, nulla preftie 

rurs die. Tulc. queft. Lp. 326. (for ſo commonly ſuch 

— wordsare wont by way 

of metonymie to denote, together 

with the things primarily ſignified, 

all rhat naturally flow from, or that 

uſually are conjoined with them )) in 

brief ( tro ceafe from more explain 

iog that, which is in it ſelf confpi- 

cuous enough ) I ſq underſtand the 

Text, as if the Prophet had thus ex- 

preſſed himſelf: Since, O Lord, all 

things are in thy hand, and Sove- 

reign diſpoſal ; ſince it appears that | 
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our latter End. 


Man's life is ſo ſhort and frail, ſo 
vexatious and miſerable, ſo expo- 


ſd to the juſt effes of thy diſplea- 
fure ; we humbly beſeech thee, fo 


'to inſtruct us by thy Wiſdom, ſo 


to diſpoſe us by thy grace ; that we 


may eftectually know ; that we may 


ſeriouſly conſider the brevity and 
uncertainty of our lives durance ; 


-whence we may be induced to un- 
derſtand, regard, and chuſe thoſe 


things which good reaſon dictates 
beſt tor us ; which according to true 
Wiſdom, it moſt concerns us to 
know and perform. From which 
ſenſe of the words we might infer 
many uſefull documents, and draw 
matter of much wholſome diſcourſe; 
but paſſing over. all the reſt, I ſhall 
onely inſiſt upon that one point, 
which I before intimated, wzz. that 
the ſerious conſideration of the ſhort- 
nels and frailty of our life is a pro- 
per inſtrument conducible to the 
bringing our hearts to Wiſdom, to 
the making us to diſcern, attend 
unto, embrace and proſecute ſuch 


things 
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things as are truly beſt for us ; that 
it 1s available to the prudent con- 
duCt and management of our life ; 
the truth of which propoſition is 
grounded upon the divine Prophet 
his opinion : he apprehended ſuch a 
knowledge or conſideration to be a 
profitable means of inducing his 
heart to Wiſdom; wherefore he 
prays God to grant it him in order 
to that end; ſuppoſing that effec 
would proceed from this cauſe. And 
that it 1s ſo in way of reaſonable in- 
Auence I ſhall endeavour to ſhew by 


ſome following reaſons. 


bh 


1 John 1. 17. Love not the L. The ſerious conſj- 
world ; for—— the world paſ- 


[.:h away, and the deſirerhere- eration of our lifes 
of. trailty and ſhortnels 
will confer to our right 
valuation {oreſteem) of things, and 
conſequently to. our well-placing, 
and our duly moderating our cares, 
atte.tions and endeavours about 
them. For as we value things, fo 
are we uſed to aftett them, to ſpend. 
our thoughts upon them, woes 
'n 


PE SA gat Wont gh lo ens As = x a; wnn 


wore 914 or AIG a Hee 


oe AED ER I ALL FAG TIE AA Re 


IST ET EO RD! RE rn tg 
bes Ae EEE wo CI Rr: Ae a CES 
. SEAS, - 


: . +02 AAP IEP 
Ir conn 


our latter End. 


neſt in purſuance -or avoiding of 
them. There be two forts of things 
we converſe about, good and bad ; 
5 the former, according to the degrce 
o&« F of their appearance fo to us ( rhat 
A} is, according to our eſtimation of 
IF them) we naturally love, delight 
8 in, defire and purſue ; the other 
CF likewiſe in proportion to our opini- 
T ' on concerning them, we do more 
2 | or Ic loath and ſhun. Our Aci- 
df ons therefore being all thus directed 
© | andgrounded,toelteem 


/ | things aright both in 
kind and degree ( #x9- 
5% SrinTevay TW ary, 
to aſiign every thing 
its duc price, as Fpide- 


Primum eff, ut quanti quid- 7 
gue fit jud:ces ; ſecundum, ut 
impetum ad 1ii/a cap; as ordina= * 
Fum temperatumqgiue, Ferizum, 
ut inter impeti”m tuum, attio- 
nemque conventar, uf 177 0MNni= 
bus iſtis erbi: ifſe conſentias, 
Sen. Epiſt. $9. 


que fit judicare, to judge what cach 

thing is worth as Sexeca, ) is in or- 
| derthe firſt, in degree a main part 
| otwiſdom; and as1o is frequently 
"| by wiſe men commended. Now 
among qualities that commend or 
vilie things unto us, duration and 
certainty have a chief place; they 
often 


) 
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| 


PS OE JON LEONE: OE ES II ra MG nd et EA dd CE A ASE ible out, 
of WY Neg) IIS ES, I EE Foy EET Hem xd its tos Wo ig ory 73 


— 


often alone ſuffice to render things 
valuable or contemptible. Why 15 
Gold more precious than Glaſs or 
Cryſtal 2 why prefer we a Ruby be- 
fore a Roſe, or a Gilly-flower? 'tis 
not becauſe thoſe are more ſervice- 
able, more beautifull, more grate- 
full to our ſenſes than theſe ( it is 
plainly otherwiſe) but becauſe theſe 
are brittle and fading, thoſe ſolid and 
permanent; theſe we cannot hope 
ro retain the uſe or pleaſure of long ; 
thoſe we may promiſe our ſelves to 
enjoy 1{o long as we pleaſe ; whence 


. on the other ſide is it, that we lit- 


tle fear or ſhun any thing how pain- 
full, how offenſive ſo-ever, being 
aflured of its ſoon paſſing over, the 
biting of a flea, or the prick in let- 
ting bloud? The reaſon 1s evident ; 
and that in general nothing can 
on either hand be conſiderable 
( either to value or diſeſteem ) 
which is of a ſhort continuancg 
Upon this ground therefore let.us 
rax the things concerning us whe- 


ther good or bad, relating to this 
| | life, 


The Conſideration of Fo 
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our latter End. 
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OT 


life, or to our future ſtate; and 
firſt the good things relating to 
this life; thence we ſhall be dif- 
poſed to judge truly concerning 
them, what their juſt price is, how 
much of affefion, care and endea- 
vour they deſerve to have expen- 
ded on them. In general, and in 
the lump concerning them all St. 
Paul tells us, that m0 5/14ar TH 1h5- 
us Tae yo, the ſhape or faſhion (all 
that is apparent or ſenſible) in chis 
preſent world doth flit, and ſoon give 
us the go-by : We gazea-while upon 
theſe things, as zn tran/itu, or intra 
conſpeftum ; as they pals by us, and 
keep a-whule in ſight; 


, 


from them. They are *** 


but like objects repreſented in a 
Glaſs ; which having viewed a-while, 
we muſt ſhortly turn our backs, .or 
ſhut our cyes upon them, thcn all 
vaniſhes and diſappears unto us. 
Whence he well inters an indifferen- 
cy of attection toward them; a 

G ſlackneſs 
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flackneſs in the enjoyment of them 
to be required of us; a w/ing this 
world, as if we uſed it not ; a buying, 
as if we were not to poſſeſs ; a weep- 
ing, as if we wept not ; and a rejoy- 
cing, as if we rejoyced not ; a kind of 
negligence and unconcernednels a- 
bout theie things. The world (faith 
St. John) paſſeth away, and the defire 
thereof ; what-ever ſeemeth moſt 
lovely and defirable in the World is 
very flitting ; how-ever our deſire 
and our enjoyment thereof mult ſud- 
denly ceaſe. Imagine a man there- 
fore poſlefſed of all worldly goods, 
arm'd with power, flouriſhing im 
credit, flowing with plenty, po 
ming in all delight ( fuch as were 
{omerime Priamas, Polycrates, Cre- 
ſus, Pompey ) yet ſince he 1s withall 
ſuppoled a man and mortal ; ſubject 
both to fortune and death ; none of 
thoſe things can he reaſonably con- 
fide, or much- ſatisfy himſelf in ; 
they may be violently divorced 
from him by fortune, they muſt 
naturally be looſed from him by 
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death; 


our latter End. 


death ; the cloſeſt union here cannor 
laſt longer than till death us depart ; 
wherefore no man upon ſuch ac- 
compt can truly call or ( if he con- 
ſider well ) heartily eſteem himſelf 


happy ; a man cannot hence ( as the Eccl. i. 3, &c. 


moſt able judge, and truſty voucher 
ofthe commoditiesdoth pronounce) 
receive profit or content frem any la- 
tour he taketh ( upon thele tranſito- 
ry things) wnder the ſun. Why 
then ( let me inquire ) do we fo 
cumber our heads with care, ſo 
rack our hearts with paſſion, fo 
waſt our ſpirits with inceſſant toil 
about theſe tranſitory things 2 why 
do we fo highly value, fo ardently 
defire, ſo eagerly purſue, {6 fondly 
delight in, fo wmpatiently want, or 
loſe, fo paſlionately contend for 
and emulate one another in regard 
to theſe bubbles; forſeiting and tore- 
going our homebred moit precious 
goods, tranquillity and repoſe, ei 
ther of mind or body, for them 2 
Why cre& we ſuch mighty fabricks 
of expectation and confidence vs 

{uct 
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Commerandi {uch unſteady ſands? Why dreſs we 
[1 nawembir yp rhefe our Inns, as if they were 
1:1 aliverſerium _* . 
| Mgedit, mn be. Our homes, and are as arefoll bas 
birexdi bows. 2 few nights lodging here, as if we 
| Ge 4 S*. deſigned an Ka 7p aboad ( we 
{|| Heb. 13. 11. that are but ſojourners and pilgrims 
here, and have »o fixed habitation 

15. upon carth; who come forth like a 
ob 14.1. flower, and are ſoon cut down ; flee 


al. 78. 39. 7. | 
T* 33 like a ſhadow, and continue not ; are 
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which we are compacted ; for thus 
the Scripture by appoſite compari- 
ſons repreſents our condition ) yet 
we build ( like the Men of Agri 
gentum ) as if we were todwell here 
tor ever ; and hoard up, as if we 
were to etyoy after many ages ; 
and inquire, as if we would never 
have 
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have done knowing ? The Citizens 
of Croton ( a Town in 7aly) had a 
manner ( it is faid ) of inviting to 


Feaſts a Year before the time, thats 


the Gueſts in appetite and garb 
might come well prepared to them ; 
do we not uſually reſemble them in 
this ridiculous folicitude and curio- 
ſity ; ſpes inchoando longas, commen- 
cing deſigns, driving on projects, 
which a longer time than our life 
would not ſuffice to accompliſh ? 
How deeply do we concern our 
ſelves in all that is faid or done; 
when the morrow all will be done 
away and forgotten> when (excep- 
ting what our duty to God, and cha- 
rity towards men requires of us, and 
that which concerns our future eter- 
nal ſtate.) what is done in the World, 
who gets or loſes, which of the 
ſpokes in fortune's wheel is up, and 
which down, is of very little con- 
ſequence to us. But the more to 
abſtra& our minds from, and tem- 
per our affetions about theſe ſecu- 
lar matters, let us examine particu- 

| C larly 
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larly by this ſtandard, whether the 
moſt valuzd things in this World 
deſerve that cſtimare which they 
bear in the common Market , 
or which popular opinion aſſigns 
them. 

rt. To begin then with that which 
rakes chiet place, which che World 
moſt dotes on, which ſeems moſt 
great and eminent among men; 
tecular fate and grandeur, might 
and proweſs, honour and reputati- 
on, favour and applauſe of meh, 
all the objeſts of humane pride and 
ambition ; of this kind, St. Feter 
thus pronounces ; 77277 3x avIgou 
Ts, All the glory of the men is as the 
flower of the graſs ; the graſs is dried 
up, and the flower thereof doth fal 
off ; 'tis as the flower of the grals, 
how ſpecious ſo ever, yet the moſt 
fading and failing part thereof ; the 
graſs it ſelf will foon wither, and 
the flower doth commonly fall off 
before that, We cannot hold this 
flower of worldly glory beyond our 
ſhort time of life ; and we may ealſi- 


#2] IE 


our latter Fnd. 19 


ly much ſooner be deprived of it : 
Many tempeſts of fortune may beat 
it down, many violent hands may 
crop it, tis apt of its ſelf to fade 
upon the ſtalk ; how-cver the Sun 
( the influence of age and time ) 
will aſſuredly burn and dry it up, 
with our life that upholds it. Szre- Pi. 6. g. 
ly ( faith the P/almiſt ) men of low 
degree are vanity, and men of high 
degree are a lye: Men of high de- 
gree ; the mighty Princes, the fa- 
mous Captains, the ſubrile Statel- 
men, the grave Senatours; they 


Who turn and toſs about the World 


at their pleaſure ; who, ( in the Pro- 16. 14. 17. 
phets language ) make the Earth 
tremble, and ſhake Kinzdoms : Even 
theſe, they are a lie; ( faid he, who 
himſelf, was none of the leaſt conſt- 
derable among them, and by expert- 
ence well knew their condition, the 
greateſt and moſt glorious Man of 
his time King David. ) They arc a 
lie ; thar is, their ſtate preſents ſome- 
thing of brave and admirable to the 
eye of Men ; but 'tis onely deceptio 
C2 vViſus ; 
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viſus ; a ſhew without a ſubſtance; 
it doth but delude the careleſs ſpea- 
tours with falſe appearance ; it hath 
nothing under it ſolid or ſtable ; be- 
ing laid in the balance ( the royal 
Prophet there ſubjoins; that 1s, be- 
ing weighed in the ſcales of right 
judgment, being thoroughly conſi- 
dered ) it will prove lighter than va- 
nity it lelt; it 15 lefs valuable than 
mere emprineſs, and nothing it ſelf; 
that ſaying {ſounds like an hyperbole, 
bur it may be true in a ftrid ſenſe: 
Sceing, that the care and pains in 
maintaining it, the fear and jealouſie 
of loſing it, the envy, obloquy and 
danger that jurround it, the ſnares 
it hath in- it, and temptations incli- 
ning, men to be puftt up with Pride, 


to be infolent and injurious, to be 


corrupt with pleaſure ( with other 
bad concomitants thereof ) do more 
than countervail what-ever either of 
imaginary worth or real convent 
ence may be in it. Perhaps could 


it without much care, trouble and. 
. hazard continue for ever, or for a 


\ "it 

» NS 

: I CEPIEND 

SOS py + #1 
II ALOE AS 23 0c 


The Conſideration of - 


FAN 1 oh egnth, 
a. A —— — - ” —_— — _— a. Ar. CLAS omit. ”F RY "ta; 


our latter End. 


-——_— 
_ 


long time, it might be thought ſome- 
what conſiderable ; but ſince its du- 
ration 1s uncertain and ſhort; ſince 


man in honour abideth not, but is like p18: 6 
| the beaſts that periſh; that they who 
| look fo /ike Gods, and are called fo, 
| and are worſhipped as fo, yet mu? Pſal. 49. 12, 


die like ( like men, yea like ſheep 
ſhall be laid in the grave ; ) Since, 


| as 'tis ſaid of the King of Babylon 
E in Eſay ; their pomp muſt be brought 18 14. 11. 
| down to the grave, and the noiſe of 
| their viols ; the worm ſhall be ſpread 
under them, and the worm ſhall co-. 
| wer them ; ſeeing that a moment of 
| time ſhall extinguiſh all their luſtre, 
| and {till all that tumult about them ; 
| that they muſt be diſrobed of their 


Purple, and be cloathed with Cor- 
ruption ; that their ſo ſpatious and 
iplendid Palaces muſt ſoon be ex- 
changed for cloſe darkſome Cot- 
fins; that borh their own breath, 
and the breath of them who now 
applaud them muſt be ſtopped ; that 
they who now bow to them, may 
preſently trample on them ; and 

C 3: they 
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they who to day trembled at their 
preſence, may the morrow ſcorn- 
tully inſult upon their memory : Is 
this the man ( will they fay, as they 
did of that great King ) who made 
the Earth to tremble; that did ſhake 
Kingdoms ; that made the World as a 
Wilderneſs ; aud deſtroyed the King- 
doms thereof 2 Since this is the fate 
of the greateſt, and moſt glorious 
among Men, what reaſon can there 
be to admire their cendition ; to 
prize ſuch vain and ſhort-liv'd pre- 
eminences? For who can accompt 
it a great happineſs to be ſtyled 
and reſpected as a Prince, to enjoy 
all the Powers and Prerogatives of 
higheſt dignity for a day, or two; 
then being obliged to delcend into 
a ſordid and deſpicable Eſtate 2 Who 
values the fortune of him that is 
brought forth upon the Stage to a&t 
the Part of a Prince; though he be 
attired there, and attended as ſuch ; 
hath all the garb and ceremony, the 
en{igns and appurtenances of Majeſty 
about him ; ſpeaks and behaves m_ 
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ſelf imperiouſly; is flattercd and wors- 
ſhipped accordingly ; yet, who in 
his heart doth adore this Idol; doth 
admire this mockery of greatneſs 2 
Why not 2? becauſe atter an hour or 
two thePlay is over, and this Man's 
reign is done. And what great dit- 
ference 1s there between this and 
the greateſt worldly ſtate > between 
Alexander in the Hiſtory, and 4- 
lexander on the Stage? Are not 
(in the Pſalmiſt's accompt ) all our 
years ſpent as a tale that is 10d; or, 
as a Fable, that is ated? This in 
compariſon of that, what 1s it at 
moſt, but telling the ſame ſtory, 
ating the ſame Part a few times 
over: What arc a few years more 
than a few houts repeated not very 
often? not {o often as to make any 
conſiderable difference ; ſo a great 
Emperour reflefted : 7 fizpien Te 1- 
1452. T2 /Ne2imms ; what $0 he ) 
doth the age of an infant, dying with- 
in three days, differ from that of Ne- 
tor, who lived three ages of men ; ſince 
both ſhall be paſt, and ended ; both 

| C 4 then 
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then meet, and thereby become e- 
qual ; ſince conſidering the immenſe 
time that runs on, and how little a 
part thercof any of us takes up (u- 
Venes © ſenes in aquo ſumus) We are 
all alike young and old ; as a drop 
and a Pint bottle in compare to the 

Ocean arc in a fort e- 


auidquam videcur, in quoeſt a- qual, that IS, both al- Bir 
liquid extrcumm, ©, Cic. de together 1nconſidera- Ft! 


i. 
Seri. 


ble. Quid enim diu eſt, Ya 
«bi finis eſt 2 ſaith St. Auſtine: what Bt 
can be long that ſhall be ended; which it 
coming to that pals is as if it never Et! 
had been ? Since then upon this ac- ſto 
compt ( upon worldly accompts, I i 
ipeak all this; and excepting that Fc 
Dignity and Power may be Talents [fi 
beſtowed by God, or advantages to I c 
ſerve God, and promote the good of | i 
Men ; excepting alſo the relation Þ 1 
Perſons juſtly inſtatcd in them bear Bi 
to God as his Deputies and Miniſters; 
in which reſpe&ts much reverence t 
is due to. their Perſons, much v+ | 
lue to their Places; even the more, 1 
by how much lels their preſent out- 
ward 


to a Precipice, where we can hard- 
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rard Eſtate is conſiderable, and be- 
auſe at preſent they receive lo ſlen- 
der a reward for all their cares and 
pains employ'd in the diſcharge of 
their Offices; this I enterpole to 
prevent miſtakes, Jeſt our diſcourſe 
ſhould ſeem ro diſparage, or detract 
trom the reverence due to Perſons 
in cminent Place. Burt ſince, under 
this caution ) all workily Power 
and Glory appear to little valuable, 
the conſideration hereof may avail 
to moderate our affetions about 
them ; to quell all ambitious defircs 
ofthem, and all vain complacencies 
in them. For why ſhould we fa 
eagerly ſeek and purſue ſuch empty 


E ſhadows, which if we catch, we in 
| cftect catch nothing; and whatever 


it is, doth preſently flip out of our 
hands? Why do we pleaſe our ſelves 
in fuch evanid dreams ? is it not 
much bctter to reſt quiet and con- 
tent in any ſtation wherein God 
hath placed us, than to trouble our 
ſelves and others in climbing higher 


ly 
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ly fland upright, and whence we 
ſhall certainly rumble down into the 
grave? This conſideration 1s alſo 
remedy, proper to remove all re 
gret and envy grounded upon {uct 
regards. For why, though ſuppok 
Men of {mall worth, or vertue ſhouk 
Rouriſh in Honour and Power, fhal 
we repine thereat ? Is 1t not asf 
one ihould envy to a Butterfly, its 
gaudy Wings; to a Tulip its beat: 
tifull colours, to the Graſs its plex; 
ſant vercure ; that Graſs, to which 
in this Pſalm we are compared; 
which in the morning flouriſheth, and 
groweth up, in the evening is 
down and withereth2 | may ſay 
this diſcourſe with the Phzloſopher, 
[7:@TIULY whev V0: * 2ruUTny (of dHnaa, 
tis a homely remedy ( there may 
be divers better ones) yer hath its 
ctiicacy ; for David himſelf made 
ui tereot more than once : Be not, 
iaith he, afraid (or troubled) when 
one is made rich, when the glory of 
his houſe is encreaſed ; for when ht 
dieth he ſhall carry nothing away, hi 
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lory ſhall not deſcend with him. 1 
as ( faith he again ) envious at Prov. 23. 17. 
he fooliſh, when 1 ſaw the proſperi- 
y of the wicked; but I went into 
he ſanftuary, then underſtood I their 
yd ; ſurely thou didſt ſet them in 
touk rppery laces — how are they brought 
ſhall into de olation as ina moment : Thus 
as |Rconſidering the lubricity and tranſi- 
» WBrorineſs of that Proſperity, which 
ca-Bfooliſh and wicked Men enjoyed, 
ler did ſerve to cure that envious di- 
ch ſtemper, which began to aftect the 
red, good man's Hearr. 
al 2. But let us deſcend from Dig- 
VF nity and Power ( that is from 
oF names and ſhews ) to ſomewhat 
ber, ſeeming more real and ſubſtantial ; 
4p to Riches; that great and general 
1 Idol, the moſt devoutly adored that 
1G ever any hath been in the World ; ; 
df which hath a Temple almoſt in 
0, every Houle, an Altar in every 
Heart; to the gaining of which 
if moſt of the thoughts, moſt of the 
be labours of Men immediately tend ; 
mY in the Poſlefſion of which Men 
”l come 


The Conſideration of 
commonly deem the greateſt Hap 
[ pine(s doth conſiſt. But this con 
38 ſideration we diſcourſe about, wil 
$i eaſily diſcover, that even this, x 
1 Cor. 8.4. all other Idols, is zothing in the 

World, nothing true and ſolid ; Will 

_ (I fay )) juſtity that advice and ve. 

Prov. 23. 5. rifie that aſſertion of the Wiſe-man:|c 
Labour not for riches, wilt thou ſe 
thy heart upon that which tis mot? 
it well applied will pluck down; 
the high laces reared to this great 
Idol of Clay in Men's Hearts ; will 
confute the common Conceits and 
Phraſes, which fo beautifie Wealth; By 
ſhewing that whoever dotes there- 
on 15 more truly and properly fty- 
led a miſerable Man, than a happy, 
*O>z66., Or bleſſed one: For is he not in- 
ca &c. decd miſerable, who makes lies his 
Us Fin: refuge, who confides in that which 
x will deceive and diſappoint him? 
; The Prophet ailures us fo: Woe 
J (faith the Prophet 77abbakuk) woe 
: be to him, who coveteth an evil co 
verouſneſs to his houſe ; that be 
may ſet his neſt en high, that bt 
mat 
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vil: Men ( he implies ) imagine 
y getting Riches, they have ſe- 
ured and raiſed themſelves above 
[She reach of all miſchief? But ye 
Wille it was in the Prophet's judge- 
Ve-Wnent a wofull miſtake. St. Paul 
'a1:Koth warn Men - Dat emphati- 
ſet ally ) not to hope 6771 mAgTs ad 
of Fm, in the uncertainty ( or obſcu- 
"Wl rity ) of riches ; intimating, that 
ca Bto truſt in them, is totruſt in dark- 
vill Breks it ſelf - in that wherein we can 
nd Bviſcern nothing; in we know not 
il; Bhat. They are, we cannot but 
T6: Fobſerve, ſubject to an infinity of 
y- chances, many of them obvious and 
Y, Enotorious ; more of them ſecret and 


ay be delivered from the power of 


1 Tim. 6. x9. 


n FE unaccomptable : They make ( the Prov. 2. < 


ts Wiſeman tells us ) themſelves wings 
o (they need it ſeems no help tor 
i that ) and fly away like as an eagle 
* Ftovard heaven ( quite out of ſight, 
* Fand beyond our reach they of their 
gown accord do (wiftly fly away ) 
* © however, ſhould they be diſpoſed 
Yi to ſtay with us, we muſt fly from 
f them : 
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them; were they inſeparably aff 


_ ed to this life, yet muſt they togg"! 


Job vr. 25. 
27. 19. 

1 Tim. 6. 7. 

Ecch £27; 
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ther with that be ſevered from w 
as we came naked of them into thi 

World, ſo naked ſhall we return 
As he came, ({aith the Preacher, 


ſhall he go; and what profit ( then 


hath he that laboureth for the wind! 
From hence, that we muſt fo ſoolf 
part with riches, he infers them tofff 
be but wind ; a thing not any-wiki 
to be fixed or ſetled ; which tis vain 
to think we can appropriate, or re 
tain; and vain therefore greedily to 
covet or purſue: So the Pſalmif 
allo” reaſons it: Surely, every mas 
( faith he) walketh in a vain (hew; 
ſarely they are diſquieted in vain; ht 
heapeth up riches, and Knoweth mt 
who ſhall gather them. Men, 1n hi 
accompt, that troubled themſelve 
in accumulating Wealth, did but 
idly delude themſelves, fanſying to 
receive content from ſuch thingy 
which they muſt themſelves foon 
be ſeparated from; and leave 
uncertainties, to be diſpoſed of they 

know 
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now not how : That which in his 
iſe Son's eſteem was ſufficient to 
ake a man hate all his labour under = 
She Sun : Becauſe, laith he, 7 ſhall Eccl.z. 18. 
ave it to the man that [hall be after 
6 and who knoweth, whether he ſhall 
e a wiſe man or a fool 2 yet he ſhall 
ave rule over all my labour, wherein 
iT have laboured, and wherein I have 
bewed my ſelf wiſe under the Suy : 
61, it ſeems, that we |, 
Wn Ca n his elaborant, que ſcinmt 
re ſo wiſe, and ſo Il mihil omnino ad ſe pertinere ; 
luſtrious about ; that cr" arborer, q1ue alrers ſeculs 
ve lo bear our hea ds proſunt. Cic. ae SenetF. 
bout, and ſpend our ſpirits upon, 
at moſt but gaudium heredis ; 
be joy of an heir, and that an un- 
rtain one ( for your Son, your 
nſman, your Friend may for all 
You can know die before you, or 
00n after you ) 'tis but a being at 
rreat pains and charges 1n tilling the 
and, and ſowing and dretling it ; 
Whence we arc ſure not to reap ary 
venefit to our ſelves, and cannot 
ow who ſhall do it. 
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Jam. 1. 11. 


Luke 12. 20. 
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The rich man ( St. James tells us) 
as the flower of the graſs ſhall bs 
paſs away ; for the Sun is no ſow 
riſen with a burning heat, but i 
withereth Fs graſs, and the flower 
thercof falleth, and the grace of th 
faſhion therof periſhe: h; So alſo (hal 
the rich man fade in FR ways ; all the 
comfort ( we fee by the Apoſtle 
diſcourſe ) and the convenience, al 
the grace and ornament that riches 
are {uppoled to ycild will certainly 
wither and decav, either before, 
or With us; whenever the Sun 
( that is, cither ſome extream mik}? 
chance in life, or the certain deſt-/ 
ny of death ) doth ariſe, and make* 
1:73prefſion on them. But our Savi- 

| 
( 


our hath beit ſet out the nature and 
condition of thetfe things in that P# 
rable concerning the man, who hs 
ving had a plenrtitull crop of Corn, 
and having projected for the diſps 
{al of it, reſolved then Zo bleſs him 
ſelf, ard entertain his mind with ples 
ſing diſcourſes, that having, in read 
nels and ſecurity, {o copious accony 
mo ds 


So 
> by 
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modations, he might now enjoy 
Shimſelf with full ſatisfaction and de- 
light ; not conſidering, that though 
his Barns were full, his Lite was not 
ſure; that God's Pleaſure might ſoon 
interrupt his Paſs-time ; that the 
fearfull ſentence might preſentiy be 
pronounced : Zhou fool, this night 
thy life ſhall be required of thee, and 

what thou haſt prepared , to whom 

ball it fall2 Euripides calls ricies 
eniluys yonu, a thing which much 

endears life ; or makes men greatly 

love it ; but they do not at all en- 

able to keep 1t : There is no 21727- Ti: *m 
AzZY tact wu y#%, 10 price, or ranſome 
equivalent to life; all that a man 

hath, he would grve to redeem it, but 

t 15 a Purchaſe too dear for ail the 

riches in the World to compats; ſo 

the Pſa/miſt tells us. They that truſt PM. 49 
in their wealth, and boaſt themſelves 
m the multitude of their riches, none 
} them can by any means redeem his 
rother, nor give to God a ranſome 
for him ; for the redemption of their 
is precious : They. cannot re- 
deem 
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deem their Brother's ſoul , or life; 
nor therefore their own; for all ſoul; 
are of the fame value, all greatly 
{urpais the price of gold and filver 
" uke 12 2». Life was not given us for perpetui 
ty, but lent, or depoſited with us; 
And without delay or evaſion i 
muſt be reſigned into the hand of 
its juſt Owner, when he ſhall pleaſ 
to demand it ; and although righ- 
teoulneis may, yet riches ( as the 
Wiſeman tells us ) cannot deliver 
from death , nor at all profit us inth 
day of wrath. Could we probably 
retain our Poſleſſions for ever in 
our hands ; nay, could we certain: 
ly toreice ſome conſiderable lony 
definite time, in which we might 
enjoy our {tores, it were perhaps 
{omewhart exculable to ſcrape and 
hoard, it might look like rational 
Provicence, it might yield ſome wi 
.luable ſatis!|aRtion ; bur fince, Rape 
congere, aufer, poſſide, ſtatim reli 
quendam eſt ; fince, as Solomon tell 
us, Riches are not for ever, nox-aWl 


the crown endure to every efnerat 
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yea, ſince they muſt be left very 

ſoon, nor 15 there any certainty of 

keeping them any time ; that one 

day may conſume them ; one nighr 

may diſpoſleſs us of them, and our 

life together with them ; there can 

be no reaſon why we ſhould be ſo- 

licitous about them; no accompt 

given of our ſetting ſo high a ratc 

upon them. For who would much 

regard the having cuſtody of a rich 

treaſure for a day or two, then to 

be ſtripped of all, and left bare ? 
'To be to day inveſted in large do- 

mains, and to morrow -to be dif- 

poſſeſs'd of them 2 No Man ſurely 

would be ſo fond, as much to affect 

the condition. Yet this 1s our-caſe; 
whatever we call ours , we are but 
guardians thereof for a few days. Sen. £. g8. 
.This conſideration therefore may 

ſerve to repreſs, or moderate in us 

all covetous deſires, proud conceigs, 

2s confidences and apy in 

relpect to worldly Wealth, to in-5,1,.. .. 
ducayus ( in Job's language ) _ os 
make 'gold our hope, nor to ſay to the 
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Sim Þ/ict cura 
. conſt nt neceſ- 
f.wia, in deli- 
cias [rharatur. 
Sen. E» 89. 
Matth. 6. 


fine gold, thou art my confidence ; mt 
to rejoyce becauſe our wealth is great, 
and becauſe our hand hath gotten 
much ; to extirpate from our hearts 
that root of all evil, the love of 
Money. For it, as the Preacher 
thought, the greateſt pleaſure or 
benefit accruing trom them , 1s but 
looking upon them tor a while, 
( what good, laith he, 7s there to the 
owners thereof , ſaving the beholding 
of them with their eyes 2 ) it a little 
will, nay muſt ſuffice our natural 
appetites, and our preſent necel[i- 
ties ; if more than needs, is but (as 
the Scripture teaches us ) a trouble 
diſquieting our minds with care; 
a dangerous ſnare , drawing us into 
miſchief and forrow ; it this, I fay, 
be their preſent quality ; and were 
it better, yet could it laſt for any 
certain, or any long continuance, is 
it not evidently better to enjoy that 
pittance God hath atlotted us with 
eale and contentation of mind ; or 
it we want a necellary ſupply, to 
employ onely a moderate iow! 

in 


A ESD 


{ trealure, to extend unmeaſurably 


| our poſſeſſions, ( joining houſe to 16. 5.8. 
| houſe, and laying field to field, till 


{ as the Prophet Ejay doth excellent- 
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in getting thereof by the faireſt xic6. 13. 15. 

means, which with God's bleſſing j 71m. 6.8. 
. . — al. 55. 26. 

promiſed thereto, will never fail to | 

procure a competence, and with this 

fo reſt content ; than with thoſe in 

Amos, to pant after the duſt of the Amos :. 6. 

earth ; to lade our ſelves with thick ab. 2. 6. 

clay ; to thirſt infatiably after flouds 

£ gold , to heap up mountains of 


there be no place, that we may be 
placed alone in the mid{/t of the earth ; 


ly deſcribe the covetous Man's hu- 
mour ) than, I fay, thus inceſſantly 
to toil for the maintenance of this 
frail body, this flitting breath of 
ours? It Divine Bounty hath frec- 
ly imparted a plentifull eſtate upon 
us, we ſhould indeed blels God for 
it ; making our ſelves friends there- Luke 16. 5. 
by (as our Saviour advites us) em- 
ploying it to God's Praiſe and Ser- 
vice ; to the relief and comfort of 
our Brethren that necd ; but to ſeek 
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it earneſtly , to ſet our heart upon 
it, to rclye thercon ; to be greatly 
pleaſed or elevatcd in mind thereby, 
as it argues much infidelity and pro 
tanenelſs of heart, ſo it ſignifies much 
inconſideratenels and folly, the ig- 
norance of its nature, the forgetful- 
neſs of our own condition, upon the 
grounds diſcourſed upon. 

3. Now, in the next place ; for 
Pleaſure, that great Witch, which fo 
enchants the World, and which by 
its miſchievous Baits ſo allures Man- 
kind into ſin and miſcry ; although 
this conſideration be not altogether 
neceſlary to diſparage it ( its own 
nature ſufficing to that; for it is 
more tranſitory than the ſhorteſt 
life, it dyes in the very enjoyment) 
yet it may conduce to our wile and 
good practice in reſpect thereto, by 
tempering the ſweetneſs thereof, ye 
ſouring its reliſh to us ; minding us 
of its inſufficiency and unſervice 
ableneſs to the felicity of a mortal 
creature ; yea, its extreamly dange- 


rous conſequences to a foul, that 


muſt 
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muſt ſurvive the ſhort enjoyment 
thereof. Some perſons indeed, igno- 
ant or incredulous of a future e- 
tate ; preſuming of no ſenſe remain- 
ing after death , nor regarding any 
accompt to be rendred of this liie's 
ations, have encouraged themſelves, 
and others in the free enjoyment of 
preſent ſcnſualities, upon the fcore 
of our life's ſhortneſs and uncer- 
tainty ; inculcating ſuch Zaxims 


a5 theſe : 


—Brevis eſt hic fructus 
homullis ; 
poſt mortem nulla vo- 
luptas. 
Let us eat and OO 
for to morrow we (ball 
dye ; becauſe our lite is ſhort, let us 
make the moſt advantageous ule 
thereof we can ; becauſe death 1s 
uncertain, let us 'prevent its ſurpri- 
ial, and be beforehand with i it, cn- 
joying ſomewhat, betore it ſnatches 
all from us. 1 he Authour of Wifſe- 
4om- oblerveth , and thus repreſcnts 


1 Cor. 15. 


D 4 


theſe Mens diſcourſe; Our /ife 2s Sap. > 
ſhort 


Lucr. 


Qyem fors diernm cunque dabit, 
Appone, nec dulces amores (ſucro 


operne pur , Oc. 


Hor. /. 9g. 


; OP 


"The i c Me ares” m_ 
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frort * ane redious ; and in the death 1 
of a man there is no remedy ; neither Þ 
was rhere any man known to have re-i | 

| 


turned from the grave : —— Come on, 
therefore let us enjoy the good things 
that are preſent ; let us ſpeedily uſe Þ 
the creatures like as in youth; tet wk 
#4 onr ſelves with coſtly wine and 
ointments; and let no flower of th 
ſpring þ off by us let us crown ou. 
ſelves ah roſe-buds before they be 
withered ; let none of us go without 
lis part of voluptuouſneſs-—-for this is 
our portion, and our tot 15 this. Thus, 
and no wonder , have ſome men 
conceiving themſelves beaſts, reſol- 
ved to live as ſuch ; renouncing all 
{ober carc becoming men , and 
drowning their reaſon in brutilh 
fcniualities; yet no queſtion, the 
very ſame reflexion , that this life 
would foon pals away , and that 
death might ſpeedily attack them, 
did not a little quaſh their mirth, 
and damp their pleaſure. To think | 
thar this perhaps might be the lak 
Banquct they thould taſte of; _ 
| they 
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they ſhould themlielves ſhortly be- 
come the feaſt of Worms and Ser- 
could not but ſomewhat 
ipoil the guſt of their higheſt deli- 
cacies, and diſturb the ſport of their 
loudeſt jovialties; but, in Jobs cx- 


preſſion, make the meat in their bow- Job 20. 14. 


els to turn, and be as the gall of Aſps 
within them. Thoſe cuſtomary en- 


joyments did ſo enamour them of 
E {enſual delight, that they could not 
without pungent regret imagine a 


neceſlity of ſoon for ever parting 
with them ; and fo their very Plea- 


{ fure was by this thought made dil- 


taſtfull and embittered to them. So 
did the Wiſeman obſerve: O death, 
how bitter is the remembrance of thee 
to a mas that liveth at reſt in his poſ- 
ſeſſons; unto the man that hath no- 
thing to vex him ; and that hath pro- 
ſperity in all things ; Tea" adds he )un- 


| tohim that is yet able to receive meat: 


And how bittcr then muſt che re- 
membrance thereof be to him, who 
walloweth in all kind of corporal fa- 
tisfaRtion and delight ; that placeth 


Ecclus 41. r. 
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all his happineſs in ſenſual enjoy- 
ment? However, as to us, Who are 
better inſtructed and affected ; who 
know and believe a future ſlate : 
the conſideration, that the time of 
enjoying thele delights will ſoon be 
over; that this World's jollity is 
Ecclef. 7.6. but like rhe crackling of thorns under 
a pot { which yields a brisk found, | 
and a chearfull blaze, but heats little, 
and inſtantly paſſes away) that they 
leave no good fruits behind them, 
but do onely corrupt and enervate 
our minds; war againſt, and hurt 
our ſouls; tempt us to ſip, and in- 
volve us in guilt; that therefore $9- 
lomon was furely in the right, when 
he faid of /aughter, that it is mad, 
and of mirth, what doth it 2 (that is, 
that the higheſt of thele delights 
are very irrational impertinences ) 
and of intemperance ; that, at the 
Prov. 43. 33; laſt, it biteth like a Serpent, and 
Rtingeth like an Adder; with us, I' 
lay, who refle& thus, that (ev 
x2i5 DH, @ uct?) ing BroAaun; ) enjoy. 
ment of ſinfull pleaſure for a ſeaſon 
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canmot obtain much efteem and love ; 


but will rather, I hope, be deſpi- 
{ed and abhorred by us. I will add 


onely 


4. Concerning ſecular Wiledom 


and Knowledge ; rhe  - 
| which Men do alfo Dy Ke7 Yov 1 Foz Iavus- 


- 


. cs ndoys;; EY 609 va) 2610111, hy 
commonly with great Af £:Gaiv. Aritt. £14. X 7. 


earneſtne(s and ambi- 


tion ſcek after, as the moſt {pecious 
| ornarment, and pure content of their 


mind ; this conſideration doth alſo 
detet the juſt value thereof ; ſo 
as to allay intemperate ardour to- 
ward it, pride and conceitedneſs up- 
on the having, or ſeeming to have 
it, envy and emulation about it. 
For, imagine, if you pleaſe, a Man 
accompliſhed with all varieties of 
learning commendable , able to re- 
compt all the ſtories that have been 
ever Written'or the deeds ated) ſince 


the World's beginning; to under- 


ſtand, or with the moſt delightfull 
fluency and elegancy to ſpeak all the 


languages that have at any time 


been in uſe among the ſons of oo; 
Skil- 
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Skilfull in twiſting and untwiſtin 
all kinds of ſubrilties ; verſed in il 
{orts of natural experiments, and 
ready to aſſign plauſible conjeQures 
about the cauſes of them ; ſtudied 
in all Books whatever, and in all 
Monuments of Antiquity ; deeply 
knowing 1n all rhe myſteries of art, 
or ſcience, or policy, ſuch as havee 
ver Leen deviled by humane wit, 
or ſtudy or obſervation ; yet all this, 
{fuch is the pity, he muſt be forced 
prefently toabandon ; all the uſe he 
could make of all his notions, the 
pleaſure he might find in them, the 
reputation accruing to him from 
them muſt ar rhat tatal minute vs 
Pſal. 46.4. Diſh; his breath goeth forth, he re- 
Eccl. 9. 1i>. furneth to his earth, in that very day 
his the :7lgs periſh. There is no work, 
nor dc Jice, nor knowledge , nor wiſe 
d";1 in the grave, whither he goeth. 
we i 9 ſeen ( laith the P/almiſ#, ſeen 
Eccl. =. 14,15, ind<ed every day, and obſerved by 
Sc. all ) that wiſe men dye, likewiſe the 
fook and brutiſh perfor periſheth ; One 

eveat h:»peneth to them both ; there 

is 
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entrance into that /a1 
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is no remembrance of the wiſe more 
than of the fool for ever ; (both dyc 
alike, both alike arc lorgotten ) as 
the wiſeſt man himlelt, did ( not 
without ſome diſtaſt ) obſerve and 
complain. All our {ubtile conceits, 
and nice criticiſms ; all our fine in- 
ventions and goodly ſpeculations 
ſhall be ſwallowed up either in the 
utter darkneſs, or in the cleaycr 
hght of the future ſtate. One Po- 
tion of that Lethean cup ({ which 
ye muſt all take down upon our 


Pal. 88. 12. 


of forgetfulneſs ) will 
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Wo 
day as, with which we pus Plut. pag. 641. 
orb, | have here {tufted our 
iſe minds; however they are not like 
oth, © to be of ule to us in that new , lo 
>en © different, ſtate ; where none of our 
by languages are ſpoken ; none of our 


th Y Experience will ſuit; where all rhings 
have quite another face unknown , 


-r @ vnthoughr ot by us. Where Ar/- 
#t otle 
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ftotle, and Yarro ſhall appear mer 
Idiots ; Demoſthenes and Cicero hal 
become very infants; the wieſ 
and eloquenteſt Greets will prove 
{enſelels and dumb Barbarians, 
where all our Authours ſhall have 
no authority ; where we muſt al 
go freſh to ſchool again ; muſt un- 
learn perhaps, what in theſe miſty 
regions we thought our ſelves bel 
to know ; and begin to learn, what 
we not once ever dream'd of - Doth 
therefore, I pray you, fo tranſitory 
and fruitleſs a good ( for it ſelf | 
mcan and excepting our duty to 
God, or the reaſonable diligence we 
arc bound to ule in our calling} de 
{erve {uch anxious defire, or ſo reſt 
leſs toil; fo caretull attention of 
mind, or aſlidJuous pain of body + 
bout it 2 Doth it become us to con: 
tend, or emulate fo much about it? 
Above all do we not moſt unreal 
nably, and againſt the nature of the 
thing it {elf we pretend to ( that 


ignorantly and fooliſhly ) it wear 


proud and conceited, much value 
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mere our ſelves or contemn others, in re- 
{han ſpect thereto ? Solomon the molt ex- 
vikg} perienc'd in this matter,,and beſt a- 
ble to judge thereof ( He that gave | 
his heart to ſeek and ſearch our by | 
wiſedom concerning all things thar i 
t a1 had been done under Heaven, and 
this with extream ſucceſs; even he) 
iſ paſſeth the ſame ſentence of vanity, 
bet vexation and unprofitableneſs, upon 
this, as upon all other ſubceleſtial 
Joth | fhings. True, he commends wile- 
dom as an excellent and uſetull thing 
1f1{,comparatively ; exceeding folly , ſo Auraiy igany, 
'far as light exceedeth darkneſs; Bur ® #5175 © 
ſince light it felt is not permanent , per _ 

de. | Put muſt give way to darknels, the 
ef. © difference toon vaniſhed ; and his 0- 


— — 


ove 
BI; . 


of 8 pinion thereoi abated ; conſidering, 
- | *bar as it happened to the fool, ſo it | 
on. | Nappened to him, he breaks into that i} 


ir <xpoſtulation : Aud why then was 7 
more wiſe 2 to what purpole was 
ſuch a diſtin&tion made, that figni- 
fed in effect fo little? And indeed 
the Teſtimony of this great perſo- 

*nage may lſcrve for a good Epilogue 
: ro 
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to all this diſcourſe, diſcovering 
{ufficiently the ſlender worth of all 
earthly things : Seeing he, that had 
given himſelf induſtriouſly to expe. 
riment the worth of all things here 
below, to ſound the depth of their 
vtmoſt pertetion and uſe; who 
had all the advantages 1maginab{ 
of performing it : Who flourihd 
in the greateſt magnifrcences of 
worldly pomp and power ; who en: 
joyed an incredible affluence of all 
riches: who taſted all varieties of 
moſt exquiſite pleaſure; whoſe heart 
was ( by God's ſpecial gift, and by 
his own induſtrious care ) enlarged 
with all kind of knowledge ( tur- 
t Kings 4. 29. niſhed with notions many as th 
ſand upon the ſea ſhore ) above all 
that were before him ; who had 
poſſeſſed and enjoyed all that fancy 
could conceive, or heart could with, 
and had arrived to the top of ſecular 
Happineſs; Yet even He with ps 
thetical reiteration pronounces allto 
be vanity and vexation of ſpirit ; a- 
together unprofitable and unſatish 
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nngBtory to the mind of Man. And 
0 therefore we may juſtly conclude 
hem to be; fo finiſhing the firſt 
prand advantage this preſent conſi- 
feration affordeth us in order to 
hat wiſedom, to which we ſhould 
wi Boply our hearts. 

| I ſhould proceed to gatiicr other 
ſhed Food fruits, which 1t 15 apt to pro- 
5 ofliuce and contribute to the ſame 
) el ſourpoſe; but ſince my thoughts 
have taken ſo large ſcope upon 
that former head, to that T have 
already too much, I fear, excr- 
ciſed your patience, I ſhall onely 
mention the reft. As this conſt- 
deration doth, as we have fecn, 
Firſt, diſpoſe us rightly to value 
heſe temporal goods, and moderate 
pur affections about them ; ſo it 
coth, Secondly, in like manner, con- 
duce to the right cſtimation of tem- 
poral evils ; and thereby to the vell 
tempering our paſſions, in the re- 
entment of them; to the beget- 
; Wing of patience and contcntedneſs 
tis Wn our minds. Allo, Thirdly, it may 
tory E help 
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help us to value, and cxcite us to 
regard thole things ( good or evil) 
which relate to our tuture ſtate ; 
being the things onely of a perma-þ 
nent nature, and of an everlaſti 
conſequence to us. Fourthly, It wil 
engage us to husband carefully and 
well employ this ſhort time of our 
preſent lite : Not to defer or pro 
craſtinate our endeavours to live 
well ; not to be lazy and loiterinp 
in the diſpatch of our onely conf- 
derable buſincls, relating to etern+ 
ty; to cmbrace all opportunities, 
and improve all means; and fol- 
low the beſt compend;ums of good 
pratticeleading to eternal blifs. Fifth 
ly, It will be apt to confer much 
toward the begerting and preſerving 
{inccrity 11 our thoughts, words and 
act:ons; cauling us to decline all ob 
Iique dcligns upon preſent mean in- 
tercits, or baſe regards to the opint 
ons or attetions of men ; bearing 
ſingle relpcts to our conſcience and 
duty 13 our actions; Teaching us 
to ſpeal as we mean ; and be wint 
We 
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s toſl we would ſeem ; to bein our hearts 
vil) and in our cloſets, what we appear 
ate; Þ in our outward expreſſions and con- 
rma-| verſations with Men ; For conſide- 
ting ring, that within a very ſhort time 
wil 8 all the thoughts of our hearts ſhall be 
and} diſcloſed ; and all the ations of our 
 ourÞ lives expoſed to publick view ( be- 
pro-M ing ſtritly to be examined at the 
live great bar of divine judgment before 
ring Angels and Men ) we cannot but 
onl- perceive it to be the greateſt folly 
ern-ff - in the World, for this ſhort preſent 
ties, time to diſguiſe our ſelves ; to con- 
_ fo - ceal our intentions, or ſfinother our 
goodſ actions. What hath occurred (upon 
11th theſe important ſubjeQs) to my me- 
nuct} ditation, I muſt ar preſent, in regard 
vin to your patience, omit. I ſhall cloſe 
Ian} all with that good Colle of our 
Church. 


Almighty Ged, give us grace, that 
we may caſt away the works of dark- 
neſs, and put upon us the armour of. 
light now in the time of this mortal 
life, in which thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 
E 2 Came 
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came to wijit us in great humility . 
that in the laſt day ” when he [hall 
come again in his giorious ad # 
judze both the quick and the an, 
we. may riſe to FOE life FHOMeria : 
through him, who liveth aud retgneth 
with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt.z; now 
aad ever. Amen. 
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vient to rhe bringing our hearts to 
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So teach ns to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts 
unto wiſdom. 


| 7's Job 14- 14. 
N diſcourſing formerly upon 7 4 
F” theſe words (expounded accord- ny appoinred 
ing to the moſt common and paſla- Om 
: : watt , 
ble interpretation ) that which I Themes OS 
chiefly obſerved was this : That 
the ſerious conſideration of the ſhort- 
nels and frailty of our lite is a fit 


mean cr rational inſtrument ſ{ubſer- 
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wiſedom ; that is, to the making us 
diſcern, attend unto, embrace and 
proſecute ſuch things as, according 
to the ditates of right reaſon, are 
truly Leſt for us. 


EL. The truth of which obſerva- 
tion I largely declared from hence, 
that the ſaid conſideration diſpoſeth 
us to judge rightly about thoſe goods 
( which ordinarily court and tempt 
us, viz, worldly glory and honour; 
riches, pleaſure, knowledge ; to 
which 1 might have added wit , 
ſtrength and beauty ) what their 
juſt worth and value is; and con- 
{equently to moderate our aftecti- 
ons, Our cares, our endeavours 4- 
bout them; for that it all thoke 
goods be uncertain and tranfitor y,, 
rhere can be no great reaſon to prize 
them much , or to afte&t them ve- 
hemently, or to ſpend much care 
and pain about them. 


II. I ſhall next in the ſame ſcales 
weigh our temporal evils ; and = 
| lat 
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that alſo, The conſideration of our 
lives brevity and trailty doth avail 


| to the paſſing a truejudgment of, and 


conſequently to the governing our 
paſſions, and ordering our behaviour 
in reſpect to all thoſe temporal evils, 
which either according to the Law 
of our nature, or the fortuitous 
courſe of things, or the particular 
diſfenſation of providence do befall 
us, Upon the declaration of which 
point I need not inſiſt much, ſince 
what was before diſcourſed concern- 
ing the oppoſite goods doth plainly 
enough infer it ; more immediate- 
ly indeed in regard to the mala 
damni, or privationts, ( the evils, 
which con:itt onely in the want, or 
lols ot temporal goods ) but ſut- 
ficiently allo by a manifeſt parity 
of reaſon in reſpet to the mala 


ſenſus, the real pains, croſles and in-- 


conveniences , that aſfail us in this 
life, For if worldly glory do hence 
appear to be no more than a tranſi- 
ent blaze, a fading ſhew, a hollow 
found, a piece of theatrical pagean- 
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try, the want thereof cannot be ye. 
ry conliderable to us. Obſcurity of Þ it 
condition ( living in a valley be- | pa 
neath rhar dangerous height, and | ra 
deceittull luſtre ) cannot in reaſon Þþ ta 
1: be deemed a very fad or piritull Þ go 
BD thing; which-ſhould difpleaſe , or || be 

1 dilcompole us; it we may thence || or 
learn that abundant wealth 1s rather | ly 
a needleis clog, or a perillous ſnare, by 
than any great convenience to us; || yl 
we cannot well eflcem to be poor a || fir 
great inleheity, or to undergo loſlesa || pa: 
grievous calamity ; but rather a be- Þ arc 
nefit to be tree from the biftraQion W: 
that attend it; to have little to keep | Ar 
tor others, little to care for our ſelves, Þ| vil 
It theſe preſent pleaſures be diſcern- I w! 
ed hence to be onely wild tugitive Þ| wi 
dreams; out of which being toon || taf 
routed we ſhall onely find bitter re- | thi 
grers to abide ; why ſhould not the Þ ant 
wanting opportunities of enjoying || tai 
them bc rather accompted a happy Þ| ing 
advantage, than any part of miſery || th: 
to us 2 It it ſeem, that the greatel! Þ ſuc 
perſcRion of curious knowledge i 
Wat 
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» | what uſe or ornament ſocver ) after 
f Þ it is hardly purchaſed, muſt ſoon be 
> | parted with; to be fimple or 1gno- 
d || rant will be no great matter of lamen- 
n | tation; as thole will appear no ſol:d 
ll Þ goods, ſo thele conſequently muſt 
r | be onely ambre malorum, phantaſms, Sen. Ep. 89. 
e | or thadows of evil, rather than tru- 
r | ly or {ubſtantially ſo ; (evils created 
, | by fancy and fubſiſting rhereby ; 
which reaſon ſhould, and time will 
ſurely remove. ) That in being im- 
patient or diſconſolate tor them, we 
- Þ ace but like children, that fret and 
sS | wail for the want of petty toys. 
And for the more real or poſitive e- 

. | vils, fuch as violently aflault nature, 
- | whoſt impretlions no reaſon can 1o* 
: | withſtand, as to diſtinguiſh all dit- 
1 | taſt or aifiictive ſenſe ot them ; yer 
» | this conſideration will aid to abate 
| and aflwage them ; affording a cer- 
; | fain hope and proſpect of approach- 
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ng redrets. Ir is oiten ſeen at Sea, 
that Men(from unacquaintance with 
 F fuch agitations, or from brackiſh 
| feamsarifing from the falt\Water)are 
hearcily 
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heartily ſick, and diſcover them- 
ſelves to be ſo by apparently pri 
vous ſymptoms; yet no man hard: N,F 
ly there doth mind or pity them, fy; 
becauſe the malady 1s nor ſuppoſed 
3 MY" dangerous, and within a while will Þ;; 
1 Et probably of it {ſelf paſs over; « Þ,n 
2 Bib that however, the remedy 1s not [ 
far oft ; the fight of Land, a raft of Þ;1, 
the treih Air will relieve them: *Tis Þ;e; 
near our Caie: We palling over [rg 
this troublelome Sea of lite : from fy 
unexperience , joined with the ten- 
derneſs of our conſtitution, we can- || {4 
not well endure the changes and | :q 
croſſes of fortune ; to be toſſed up F(x 
and down; to ſuck in the ſharp va- ys 
pours of penury, diſgrace, ſicknels, I yi 
and the like, doth beget a qual in If fy 
our ſtomachs ; make us nauſeate all I] ;« 
things, and appear ſorely diſtemper- Þ jaf 
ed; yet is not our condition fo dil Þ| fe 
mal, as it fjeems ; we may grow hat- |] re 
dicr, and wear out our ſenſe of at- || fo 

rie 

ay 

ft 


fliction; however, the Land is not 
far oft, and by dilembarking hence, 
ye ſhall ſuddenly be diſcharged c 
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all our moleſtations. 


Tis a common ſolace 
of grief, approved by 
wile men, / gravs, bre- 
vis eft ; þt longus, lews ; 
if it be-very grievous 
and acute, it cannot 
continue long, without 
ntermiſtion or reſpit ; 
if it abide long, it 15{up- 
portable ; intolerable 
pain 15 like lightening, 
it deſtroys us, or 1s 1t 
elf inſtantly deſtroy- 


Oxeret* mus Þ akc;v UK 
Fe4 eee. 

Rae tt et Lid 5 
T0 ) Few 9, 29m}. Ant. 
F7L. Sea: 3-3 

Summi avloris intentio inuye 
nit finem : nemo poteft Valde ao- 
lere, & diu : fic nos amantil[i- 
ma noſtri natura diſpoſuit, ut 
aolorem ant tolerabilem, ait bre- 
wvem f.rceret. Sen. Ep. 24. 

Dolore perculſi mortem implo- 
rams, eamane unam, ut miſc- 
riarum malorumque Ter mintm , 
exopramwus. CIC. conf. 


Moriar % hoc acts ; acfenam 


errotare poſſe, Ec. Sen. 


ed. However, death at length 
(which never is far oft ) will tree 
us; ve we never {o much toſled 
with ſtorms of misfortune, that is a 
ſure haven ; be we perſecuted with 
never ſo many enemies, that is a 
late refuge ; let what pains or diſca- 
les ſoever infeſt us, that is an aſiu- 
red Anodynon, and infallible remedy 
for them all ; however we be wea- 
ried with the labours of the day, the 
mght will come and cate us ; the 


gave will become a bed of reſt unto 


us. 
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us. Shall I dye 2 TI ſhall then ceaſe 
to be ſick ; I ſhall be exempted from fro: 
diſgrace ; I ſhall be enlarged from Ile i 
HY priſon; I ſhall be no more pinched fzets 
7 with want; no moretormented with 


bo pain. Death is a Winter, that as it ihe 
* Ok withers the Roſe and Lily, fo it kilk Wis 


the Nettle and Thiſtle ; as it ſtifles 
all worldly joy and pleaſure, fo it fro: 
{uppreſies a!l care and grief ; as it {ef 
huſhes the voice of mirth and me- arr 
lody, 1o it ſtills the clamours, and ÞIbert 
the ſighs of miſery; as it defacesall Jnef 
the Vorlds glory , fo it covers all Jatte 
diſgrace, wipes oft all tears, + Efide 
lences all complaint, buries all dif- tent 
quiet and diſcontent. King Philip the 
of Macedon once threatned the Spar- {mer 
tans to vex them ſorely , and bring that 
them into great ſtraits ; but, anſ{we nat: 
*AJLy *:2v red they, can he hinder us from dy- ile 
or ing,; that indeed is a way of ev Fo t 
Eripecre :am ding, Which no enemy can obſtrud, tin 
ner? 9 bal: mo Tyrant can debar Men from; Ftic 
eo 44. they who can deprive of life , andFſien 
Sen. 7795- its conveniences, carnot take away Flide 
deat! from them. There is a py 
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Job tells us, where the wicked ceaſe Job 3. 17. 
rom troubling, and where the weary 
le at reſt ; where the priſoners reſt to- 
gether ; they hear not the voice of the 
oppreſſour ; the ſmall and great are 
there; and the ſervant is free from _ 
lis Maſter. *Tis therefore but hold- © WARE TY 
ing out a while, and a deliverance 2:3, oa 
from the worſt this World can mo- 2*e:C pc Tl 
feſt us with, ſhall of its own accord Aol # pony 
arrive unto us; in the mean time 'tis 
better that we at preſcat owe the be- 
nefit of our comtort to reaſon, than 
afterward to time; by rational con- 
lideration to work patience and con- 
tentment 1n our ſelves; and to uſe 
the ſhortneſs of our lifc as an argu- 
ment to ſuſtain us in our ailliction, 
than to find the end thereof onely a. 
natural and neccſlary means of our 
releve from it. The contemplation 77's 5 _ 
o! this cannot fail to yield fome- ger; cremſ 
thing of courage and ſolace to us in 74g. ic. 
the greateſt prefſures ; theſe tran- F*: 44 
lent, and ſhort-liv'd evils, it we con- 
lider them as fo, cannot appear ſuch 
borrid bug bears, 2s much to affright 

or 
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or diſmay us; if we remember hoy 
ſhort they are, we cannot eſteem us 
them ſo great, or ſo intolerable, Wa 
There be, I muſt confeſs, diverſſof 
more noble conſiderations , properſſ exc 
and available to cure diſcontent andj] fit 
impatience. The conſidering, that po 
ail theſe evils proceed from Gods} £0 
juſt will, and wiſe providence; un-fþ Pc 
to which it is fits, and we upon allf| fo: 
accompts are obliged readily to-ſub-Jj Or 
mit ; that they do ordinarily comeſſ 
from God's goodneſs, and gratious}} C0 
deſign towards us ; that they ar} {01 
inedicines (although ungratefull, ya] 
whollome ) adminiſtred by the Di 90 
vine Wiſedom, to prevent,remove or ſ 
abate our diſtempers of ſoul ( to al 
lay the tumours of pride , to cool of 
the fevers of intemperate deſire ; to du 
roule us from the lethargy of ſloath;} Vs 
to ſtop the gangrene of bad conſc: al 
ence) that they are fatherly corre {© 
Aions, intended to reclaim us from 
ſin, and excite us to duty ; that they if 
ſerve as inſtruments or occaſions t0 


exerciſe, to try, to refine our vertwe; 
to 
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to beget in us the hope, to qualitic 
us for the reception of better re- 
wards ; ſuch diſcourſes indeed are 
of a better nature, and have a more 
excellent kind of efficacy : yet no 
fit help, no good art, no juſt wca- 
pon 15 to be quite neglected in the 
combat again{t our ſpiritual toes. A 
Pebble-ſtone hath been ſometimes 
found more convenicnt than a Sword 
or a Spear to ſlay a Giant. Baſer re- 
medies ( by reaſon of the Patient's 
conſtitution, or circumitances } do 
ſometime produce good cftect, when 
others in their own nature more rich 
and potent want efficacy. And 
ſurely trequent reflexions upon our 
mortality, and living under the {enſe 
of our lite's {railty cannot but con- 
duce ſomewhat®to the begetting in 
us an indifterency of mind toward 
all theſe temporal occurents : ro ex- 
tenuate both the goods and the cvils 


| we here meet with ; con{equently 


therefore to compole and calm our 


paſſions abour them. 
T:T. But 
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The Conſideration of 


CE ey 


IH. But I proceed to another uſe 
of that conſideration we ſpeak of 
- BY emergent from the former , but {6 
by: i as to improve 1t to higher purpo- 
* BY? {cs. For ſince 1t 1s uſefull to the di- 
miniſhing our admiration of theſe 
worldly things, to the withdrawing 
our aftetions from them , to the 
flackning our endeavours about 
them; it will follow that it muſt 
conduce allo to bepet an eſteem, a 
deſire, a proſecution of things con- Nr 
ducing to our future weltare ; both Bfe 
by removing the obſtacles of doing ſth 
{o, and by engaging us to conſider I be 
the importance of thoſe things in ſe 
compariſon with theſe. By removing re 
obſtacles I fay ; for while our hearts I m 
are poſſeſſed with regard and paſſion I 
toward thele preſent things , there | n 
can be no room left in them for re- Bd 
ſpe&t and aftetion toward things || r: 
future. Tis in our ſoul as in tie 
reſt of nature ; there can be no pe || 1 
netration of objes (as it were) in 
our hearts, nor any vacuity in them; 
our 
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Dur. mind no more than our body 

can be 1n ſeveral places, or tend ſe- 

veral ways, or abide in perfect reſt ; 

yet ſome-where it will always be ; 
ſome-whither it will always go; 

I- Bfome-what it will ever be doing. It 

Ewe have a treaſure here ( ſome-what Marth. 6. 21. 
7s we greatly like and much confide 

ie Bin ) our hearts will be here with it ; 

ut Band if here, they cannot be other- 

ſt E where ; they will be taken up ; 

2 they will reſt fatisfied ; they will 

n- Ynot care to ſeek farther. It we at- fans FM 
tn Bfe&t worldly glory and delight in Matth. 6. 24 
the applauſe of men, we ſhall not 

er fſbe ſo carefull to pleaſe God, and 

n F ek his favour. If we admire and 

8 FE repoſe confidence in riches, it will 

ts F make us neglectull of God, and di- 

n I ſtruſtfull of his Providence ; it our Rom. 8. s.: 
re | mind thirſts after, and ſucks in'grec- 

& Þ| dily ſenſual pleaſures, we ſhall not | 
7s F *liſh ſpiritual delights, attending 64 
ce | the practice of vertue and piety, or | 
& | wiſing from good conſcience ; ad- 
0 J iering to, attending upon Maſters - 
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1 John 2. 15. 


is inconſiſtent ; they cannot abide 
peaceably together, they cannot 
both rule in our narrow breaſts; 
we ſhall love and hold to the one; 
hate and deſpiſe the other. 7f an 
man love the World, the love of the 
Father is not in him ; the love of the 
World, as the preſent gueſt, ſo oc- 
cupies and fills the room ; that it 
will not admit, cannot hold the 
love of God. But when the heart 
is diſcharged and emptied of theſe 
things; when we begin to deſpite 
them as baſe and vain; to diſtal 
them as inſipid and unſavoury ; then 
naturally will ſucceed a defire after 
other things promiſing a more ſolid 
content ; and deſire will breed en 
deavour ; and endeavour ( further- 
ed by God's atliltence always ready 
to back it ) will yeild ſuch a glimps 
and taſte of thoſe things, ' as will fo 
comfort and fatisfie our minds, that 
thereby they will be drawn and en- 
gaged into a more earneſt proſect- 
tion of them. When (I ſay) dr- 
ving on ambitious mY heap- 

| ing 
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ing up Wealth, providing for the 
fleſh (by our reflecting on the ſhort- 
neſs and frailty of our life.) become 
lo infipid to us, that we find little 
appetite to them, or reliſh in them ; 
our reſtleſs minds will begin to hun- 
ger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
deſiring ſome fatisfation thence : 
Diſcerning theſe ſecular and carnal 


fruitions to be mere husks ( the Luke 22. 5. 


proper food of ſwine ) we ſhall be- 
think our ſelves of that better nou- 
riſhment ( of rational or {pirituul 
comfort ) which our Fathers houſe 
doth afford to his children and ſer- 
vants. Being ſomewhat diſentan- 
pled from the care of our farms and 
our trafficks; from yoaking our 
oxen and being marricd to our pre- 
ſent delights; we may be art leiſure, 
and in diſpoſition to comply with 
divinc invitations to entertainments 
Ipiritual. Experiencing, that our 
trade about theſe petty commodt- 
ties turns to ſmall accompr, and that 
nn the end we ſhall be nothing rich- 
& thereby ; reaſon will induce us 


F 2 with 


>. f 
Matth. 22. c, 
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with the Merchant in the Goſpel 7 


Matth. 13: 46. {e/[ all that we have ( to forego our 


Heb. 13. 14- 
x Per. 2.11; 


Heb. «1. 16. 


preſent intereſts and deſigns ) for 
the purchaſing that r:ch Pearl of 
God's Kingdom, which wall yeild 
ſo exceeding profit ; the gain of 
preſent comfort to our conſcience, 
and eternal happineſs to our ſouls. 


In fine, when we conſider ſeriouſly, 


that we have' here no abiding City, 
but are onely ſojourners and pilgrims 
upon Earth ; that all our care and pain 
here do regard onely an uncertain 
and tranſitory ſtate ; and will there- 
fore ſuddenly as to all fruit and be 
nefit be loſt unto us; this will ſug- 
geſt unto us, with the good Patri- 
archs, »2:T\3r 3. ih T2 mare 2, 
to long after a better C ountrey; 4 
more alſlured, and laſting ſtate of 
life ; where we may enjoy fome cer- 
tain and durable repoſe; to tend 
homeward, in our defires and hopes, 
toward thoſeeternal Manſions of joy 
and reſt prepared for God's faithtull 
Scrvants in Heaven. 
contideration help toward the bring 
i0g 


Thus will this 


"£7 tan, 
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ing us to inquire after and regard 
the things concerning our future 
r | ſtate ; and in the reſult will engage 
f | us to compare them with theſe pre- 
d | ſent things, as to our concernment 
f | in them and the conſequence of them 
, | toouradvantageor damage, whence 
. | a right judgment, and a congruous 
, | practice will naturally follow. There 
, | befour ways of comparing the things 
s | relating to this preſent life with thoſe 
which reſpec our future ſtate : Com- 
paring the goods of this with the 
goods of that; the evils of this with 
the evils of that; the goods of this 
with the evils of that ; the evils of 
this with the goods of that. All theſe 
» | compariſons we may find often made 
2 || in Scripture ; in order to the infor- 
t | ming our judgment about the re- 
- | ſpective value of both forts ; the 
I | preſent conſideration intervening, as 
np to meaſure and try them 
' | by. 
Firſt then; comparing the pre- 
5 | ſent goods with thoſe which con- 
cera our future ſtate, ſince the tran- 
| F 3 ſitori- 
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The Conſideration of 


ſitorineſs and uncertainty of tempo- 
ral goods detract from their worth, 
and render them in great degree con- 
temprible ; but the durability and F i 
certainty of ſpiritual goods doth 
encreaſe their rate, and make them Þ x 
exceedingly valuable; *tis evident Þ 0 
hence, that ſpiritual goods are in- Þ 7 
finitely to be preferred in our opini- Þ| 7 
on, to be more willingly embraced, Þ e 
to be more zealouſly puriucd than Þ| & 
temporal goods, that in caſe of || n 
competition, when both cannot te || t 
enjoycd, we are in reaſon obliged || t 
readily to part with all thelc, rather I} fl 
than to forfeit our title unto, or || ti 
hazard our hope of thoſe. Thus in || 1 
the Scripture it 1s often difcourſed : || 1 
1 John 2.17. The world ( faith St. John ) paſſeth | © 
away, and the defire thereof ; but he | tt 
that doeth the will of God abideth | C 
for ever : The World, and all that I ( 
v 
, 


* jt wo ep þ _ 


is deſirable therein is tranſient ; but 
; obedience to God's commandments 
bi is of an everlaſting conſequence; || © 
i} Bf whence he infers, that we ſhould Þ 7 
not love the world ; that is, not en- 
tertain 
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tertain ſuch an affeion thereto, as 

may any way prejudice the love of 
@- | God, orhinder the obedience fpring- 
d Þ} ing thence, or ſuitable thereto. 
hk Al fleſh is graſs { faith St. Peter ) 1 Pet. 1. 24. 
n | and all the glory of man as the flower 
it | of the graſs; the graſs withereth, and 
i- | the flower thereof falieth away ; but 
i- | the word of the Lord endureth for 
J, | ever: All worldly glory is frail and 
n | fading, but the 'Vord of God is eter- 
xf | nally firm and permanent ; that is, 
e || the good things by God promiicd 
d Þ| to them, who faithfully ſerve him, 
2x | ſhall infallibly be conterred on them 
xr | to their everlaſting benefit ; whence 
n |} it follows, that as he exhorts, we 
|: | are bound to gird up the loins of , 
þ | our mind, to be ſober, and hope to 
# | the end; to proceed and perſiſt 
þ | conſtantly in faithtull obedience to 
it | God. Charge thoſe (iaith St. Paul) ; Tim. 6. 19. 
it | who are rich in this world, that they 

ts | &e not high-minded, nor truſt in un- 
'; | certain riches, but in the living God; 
that they do good, be rich in good 

works, ready to diſtribute, willing to 

F 4 comm 
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communicate ; treaſuring up for them- 
ſelves a good foundation for the fu- 
ture ; that they may attain everlaſting 
life : Since, argues he, preſent riches 
are of uncertain, and ſhort continu- 
ance ; but faith and obedicnce to 
God, exerciſed in our charity and 
mercy toward men, are a certain 
ſtock 1mproveable to our. cternal 
intereſt ; thereforc be not proud of, 
nor relic upon thoſe, but regard 
eſpecially, and employ our ſelves 
upon theſe. Our Saviour himielt 
doth often inſiſt upon, and incul- 
cate this compariſon : Treaſure nt 
unto your ſelves treaſures upon earth, 
where moth and ruſt do corrupt ; and 
where thieves break through and ſteal; 
but treaſure up to your ſelves treaſure, 
in heaven, where moth and-ruſt ds 
not corrupt, and where thieves do nit 
break through and ſteal. Do not tate 
care for your ſoul, what ye ſhall eat, 
and what ye ſhall drink ; nor for your 
body, what ye ſhall put on; but ſeth 


John 6. 27. firſt the kingdom of God. Labour mt 
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food that abideth to eternal life ; ſel] ae I2. 33- 
: Onve;y as 

your ſubſtance, and give alms; pro- ,;,1..a.y. 

im | vide your ſelves bags that wax not 

hes Þ old; an indefeftible treaſure in the 

w- | heavens : Thus doth the holy Scrip- 

to Þ ture, ſetting forth the uncertainty 

nd Þ and tranſitorineſs of the preſent, the 

ain Þ certainty . and permanency of tu- 

nal Þ ture goods, declare the excellency 

of, | of thele above thoſe ; adviſing therc- 

id | upon, with higheſt reaſon, rhat we 

ves | willingly reject thole (in real cftect, 

et Þ if need be, however always in rea- 

ul- F dy diſpoſition of mind) in order to 

zo: © the procuring or ſecuring of theſe. 

th, It alſo, for our example and encou- 

nd | ragement, commends to us the wiſe- 

al; | dom and vertue of thoſe Perſons, 

res | who have effectually practiſed this 

do | duty : of Abraham, our Father, who, Heb. 11. 10. 

wt || in expeQtation of that well-founded 

ae | City, made and built by God, did 

at, | readily deſert his Countrey and Kin- 

wr þ dred, with all preſent accommoda- 

ek | tions of life; of Moſes, who diſfre- 23: 

garded the {plendors and wvelights of 

a great Court ; rejected the Ay 

Fur O 
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of a great Princeſs, and refuſed 70 be j, 
called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter; ;; 


in reſpect to the wSzm%to, that Ny 
tuture diſtribution of reward ; a; 
| ſhare wherein ſhall aſſuredly fall to p 
bp 1H them, who above all other conſide- Þ ,, 
YT i rations regard the performance of || p 
bi their duty to God, of the Apoſtles, Þ 
Matth. 19. 27. Who forſook all, Parents, Brethren, Þ| © 
Luce 18. 28. Lands, Houſes, Trades, receits of Þ} |; 
Cuſtome, to follow Chri/# ; him at Þ a 
preſent poor, and naked of all fecu- ÞÞ h 
lar honour, power, wealth and de Þ} y 
light; in hope onely to receive from | t| 
him divine benefits, and future pre- Þ q 
Luke 19. 39. Jerments in his Kingdom; of Mary, | y 
who negletting preſent affairs, and |} «| 

{cating her felt ar Jeſus his tect, at- ÞÞ n 

tending to his dilcipline ; 1s com- || p 

mended tor her wiſedom, in minding || | 

tie onely neceſſary thing ; in chuſing | e 

the better part, which could never be || © 

Phil. 3. -,8. zatcn from her: of St. Paul, who ac- | ( 
compted all his gaias ( all his world- || d 

ly intereſts and priviledges ) zo be Þ d 

y 

/ 


» root”; 
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dxmage, to be dung in reſpett to 
Crilf, and the excellent knowledge of 
him, 


our latter End. 


tim, with the benefits thence accru- 

ing to him. On the contrary rhere 

hat Þ we have Eſan condemned and ſtig- 

;1Þ matized tor a profane and a vain 

{4 perſon, who (2) 7 VARs 5< OTELE ) for Heb. 12. 16. 

6 Þ one little eating-bout ; one melts of 

of Þ Pottage ( for a little preſent fatisfa- 

es, Þ Rion of ſenie, or for the ſuſtenance 

n, Ef of this frail life ) did withgo his 

of F birthright, that embleme of tpiritu- 

at JF al bletiings and priviledges. We Mar!. 1@. 18. 

U- | have again repreſented to us that 

& F unhappy young Gentleman ; who, 

M F thovgh he had good qualities, ren- 

<& F dring him amiable even to our Sa- 

7, | viour ; and had bcen trained yp in 

id F the obſervance of God's Command- 

r- } ments ; yet not being content to 

N- I part with his large Poſteſſions, in 

8 | lieu of the treaſure by Chriſt offer- 

S | & in Heaven, was reputed defici- 

he of cnt; could find no acceptance with 

c- | God, nor admiſſion into his King- 

d- } dom ; for a p«tty temporal commo- 

le Þ dity torteiring an infinite eternal ad- 

0} vantage. For, faith our Saviour, 

He that loveth father or ap a= Matth. 10. 37. 
bove | 
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Luke 14. 26. 


Mark 10. 29. 
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bove me ; he that doth not hate father 
and mother, wife and children, bre- 
thers and ſiſters, yea his own life ( for 
me and the Goſpel ) is not worthy of 
me, nor can be my diſciple. He that 
in his eſteem or affection doth pre 
fer any temporal advantages before 
the benefits tendered by our Sayi 
our ( yea doth not in compariſon 
deſpite, renounce and reject his dear- 
cſt contents of life, and the very 
capacity of enjoying them, his lite 
it ſelf ) doth not deſerve to be rec- 
koned among the Diſciples of Chrift; 
to be fo much as a Pretender to eter- 
nal joy, or a candidate of immorts- 
lity. Our Saviour rcjeds all ſuch 
unwiſe and perverſe traders, who 
will not exchange brittle glaſs for 
ſolid gold ; counterfeit gliſtering 
{tones tor g2nuine moſt pretious 
jewels; a garland of fading flowers 
tor an incorruptible Crown of Glc- 


ry ; a {mall temporary penſion for 


a valily :ich treehold; an mnberr 
tance incorrupitlle and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in tht 
Ent hea: 


— 
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heavens. Thus doth the Holy Scrip- 
ture teach us to compare thele ſorts 
of good things ; 

And, ſecondly, ſo alſo doth it 
ro compare the evils of both ſtates ; 
for that ſeeing, as the foon ceaſing 
of temporal muſchicfs ſhould (in 
reaſonable proceeding ) diminiſh the 
fear of them, and mitigate the grief 
for them ; ſo the inceſſant continu- 
ance of ſpiritual evils doth { accor- 
ding to juſt eſtimation ) render them 
hugely grievous and formidable ; 
tis plain, thar we ſhould much more 
diſlike, abominate, and ſhun ſpiri- 
tual evils, than temporal ; that we 
ſhould make no queſtion rather to 
endure theſe paroxyſms of momen- 
tany pain, than incur thoſe chroni- 
cal and (indeed) incurable mala- 
des; that we ſhould run willingly 


into theſe thallow plaſhes of preſent 


nconvenience, rather than plunge 
our ſelves into thoſe unfathomable 
depths of eternal miſery. There is 
(I ſuppoſe ) no man, who would 
not accompt it a very great calami- 
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ty ( ſuch as hardly greater could 
befall him here ) to have hs right 
eye plucked out, and his right hand oat 
off, and his foot taken from him; to 
be detormed and maimed, fo that 
he can do nothing, or ſtir any whi 
ther ; yet our Lord reprclents theſe 
to us as inconſiderable evils, yea as 
things very cligible and advantage- 
ous in compariton ot thoſe milchiets, 
which the voluntary not embracing 
them, in caſe we cannot otherwile 
than by fo doing avoid fin, wil 
bring on us: ovee742c4 994, if 75 (Haith 
he) profitable for thee, that one of 
thy members be loſt, rather than that 
#*hv whole body be caſt into hell . Fas 
Av mi 21, 'trs good, "tis excellent for 
thee 70 enter into life lame and mai: 
med, and one eyd, rather than havin 
two hands, and two feet, and twoeyes 
( in all integrity and beauty of this 
temporal, or corporal ſtate ) 7o te 
ca? into eternal fire. To be baniſh: 
ed from ones native ſoil, ſecluded 
from all comforts of friendly ac 


quaintance, deveſted irrecovensy 
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of great eſtate and dignity ; becom- 

ing 2 vagrant and a ſervant in vile 
employment, in aſtrange Countrey, 

every Man would be apt to deem a 

wretched condition; yet Moſes, we He. 11. 25, 
ſee,freely chole it,rather than by cn- 

neſs | Joy ing unlawtull pleafurcs at home, 

in Pharaoh's Court, to incur God's 
diſpleaſure and vengeance: ov; vue 

elaX ULaAAOv tA, chuſing rather 

to undergo evil together with God's 

people, than to have mearugiocy 4- 

uazmzs om 210, a temporary frut- 

ich | fon of ſinful delight, dangerous to 

, off ie welfare of his foul. Death is 

4; commonly eſteemed the moſt ex- 

tream and terrible of evils incident 

for | 2 man; yet our Sawzour bids us 

not to regard or fear it, in compa- 

non of that deadly ruine, which 

1c þ ve 2dventure on by offending God : 

this [ fay unto you my friends ( faith he, Luke 12. « 
1, | © intended it for the molt friendly Matth. 10. :8. 
04. || *9viCe ) Fe not afraid of them that bog 
Jed Kill the body, and after that have no- Exe-121 '%. 
thing farther to do; but I will {hew 

you whom ye ſhall fear ; Fear him, who 


after 


_—_ ne EA AE ER IEC FORT RAGS,” 
; dB Sgt IR 2 ODEON UCC | 4 head SSA tiles > 
try. 45 rr 19s $$ eta ve ns wor Tag ch ; + 3» Ws Wyn P04 5 20 + 5m toy % 
PRgney ern pms anew aero to « CRIT 


CO ITS Ine _— NI y Cag8 As Hel Be RE LOO TI TTL TRL Pr ru She IE IODINE : 

>5 CELTS n EY 2 ae, AER, OE EM Os 22 BO EL n ah ag 4A y- ES Era I Des I IT ASIT 39s ISR OO IKeogs! | Jo” 
: NI NIN EONS EREGE IE ara: A RTE NN BLY EY 4 5 Ns RJ R's; 

FAS Io i ES. : : ; et. 
7 - ERS 
$ : —— 
# hs 
A ” 
es, 


after he hath killed, hath power ty 
caft into hell ; to caſt both body and 
foul into Hell, and deſtroy them 
therein ; Tea, [ ſay unto you ( lo he 
inculcates and impreſſes, it upon 
them ) fear him. 

But thirdly ; Conſidering the good 
things of this life together with the 
evils of that, which 1s to come; 
Since enjoying theſe goods in com- 
pariſon with enduring thoſe evils is 
but rejoicing for a moment 1n re- 
ſpe&t of mourning to eternity ; if 
upon the feeming {iweetnels of theſe 
enjoyments to our carnal appetite 
be conſequent a remedileſs diſtem- 
pering of our ſoul; ſo that what 
taſts like honey proves gall in the 
digeſtion; gripes our bowels, gnaws 
our. heart, and ſtings our conſcience 
for ever ; if preſent mirth and jo!lity 
have a tendency to that dreadfull 


weeping and wailing and gnaſhing 


of teeth threatened in the Goſpel ; 
if for the praiſe and favour of a few 
giddy men here we venture eternal 
ſhame and confuſion before God 
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and Angels and all good men here-_ 
after ; if for attaining or preſerving 
4 {mall ſtock of uncertain riches in 
this World we ſhall reduce our 
ſelves into a ſtate of moſt uncom- 
fortable nakedneſs and penury in the 
other. *Tis clear as the Sun that we 
are downright fools and mad-men, 
if we do not upon theſe accomprs 
rather willingly reje&& all theſe good 
things, than hazard incurring any 
of taole evils; for, faith truth it ſel, 


What will it profit a man, if he gain Matk 8. 36 
the whole World ( 2, Znptw2h Thy Re 9:25: 


durlw ) and be endamaged as to his 
ſoul, or loſe his ſoul as a mul. 
Tisa very diſadvantageous bargain 
for all the conveniences this World 
can afford to be deprived of the 
comforts of our immortal ſtate. 
But, 

Laſtly, comparing the evils of 
this life with the benefits of the tu- 
tore, ſince the worſt tempeſts of this 
life will be ſoon blown over, the 
bittereſt croſſes muſt expire ( if nor 


before, however ) with our breat\ ; 


© but 
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but the good things of the future 
ſtate are immutable and perpetual ; 
tis in evident conſequence moſt rez- 
ſonable; that we treely ( if need 
be ) undertake, and patiently en- 
dure theſe for the ſake of rhoſe ; that 
in hope of that incorruptible inheri- 
tance, laid up for us in Heaven, we 
not only ſupport and comfort our 
ſelves, but even rejoice and exult in 
all the afflictions by God's wile and 
juſt diſpenſation impoſed on us here; 
as they in St. Peter ; wherein (faith 
he) ye greatly rejoice ( or exult, ) 
being for a little while as in heavineſ 
through manifold * affliclions or trials, 
Accompting it all joy ({aith St. James) 
when ye fall into divers temptation 
( that 1s attutions or trials ) know- 
ing that the trial of your faith per- 
fecteth patience ; that 1s, lecing the 
fuftcrance oi thele preſent evils con- 
duceth to the furtherance of your 
{piritual and cternal welfare. And, 
We glory iatribulation, ſaith St. Paul; 
rendring the fame accompt, be 
cauſe it tended to their ſouls ac- 
_ vantage: 
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vantage : St. Paul, than whom no 
man perhaps evcr more deeply ta- 
od | fied of the cup of afflition ; and 
that tempered with all the moſt 


bg bitter ingredients which this World 

2r;. | can produce ; Whote life was ſpent 'E» dxymga- 
we | 17 continual agitation and unſcrrled- 796 

our | nels ; in all hard{hips of travel and 


labour and care ; in extreme ſuflc- 
and rance of all pains both of body and 
re; | Mind; in all imaginable dangers 
ih | and difficulties and diſtreſles, that 
+) | nature expoſes man unto, or hu- 
ne | mane malice can bring upon 
al; | im ; in all wants of natural com- 
ies) || fort ( food, fleep, ſhelter, liberty, 
ions | health ) in all kinds of diſfrace and 
op- | contumely ; as you may {cc in thoſe 
per large inventories of his ſufferings, 
the Þ regittred by himſelf, in the 6" and ? gg ST 
on- | 11 Chapters of his 29 Epiſtle to 

our | the Corinthians ; Yet all this confi- 

nd, | dering the good things he expected 

al; afterward to enjoy, he accompred = | 
very ſlight and tolerable: For ( faith 2 Cor 4. 17. 
he) our lightneſs of affliction, that is T3-3S s FO 
for a little while here, worketh for us Tz eveyy 
s . = far T ud. 
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a far more exceeding weight of glory , 

while we look not at the things which 

are ſeen ; but at thoſe, which are mt 

ſeen; for the things which are ſeen 

are temporal ; but the things which 

are not ſeen are eternal. For we 

know, that when our earthly houſe of 

this tabernacle ( of this unſteady 

tranſitory abode ) 7s diſſolved ue 

are to have a tabernacle from God, 

a houſe not made with hands, eteryal 

Rom. 3. 18. zu the Heavens. TI reckon, faith he 
again, ( that is having made a due 
compariſon and compuration I find) 

that the ſufferings of this preſent time 

are not worthy ( that 1s are not con- 

ſiderable, come awnder. no rate or 
proportion ) in reſped of the glory 

which ſhall he revealed ( or openly 

conlerred ) upon us. The like opt || 

nion had thoſe faithfull Chriſtians, Þ | 

Heb. 10. 34. in the Epiſtle to the 7debrews, of 
Scarer,5- whom 'tis ſaid, that being expoſed 
g. to publick ſcorn as in a theatre, with} | 
reproaches and afflictions, they did 
| 
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*"Aemo/w). With aladneſs accept the ſpoiling * (or 
rapine) of their goods ; knowing that 


they 
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y; Þ they had in Heaven abetter and more 

ich Þ induring ſubſtance. Burt the princi- 

wt | pal example (moſt obliging our 

een | imitation ) of this wife choice is 

ich Þ that of our Lord himſelf; who, in 

we | contemplation of the future great 

of | fatisfaction and reward of patient 

dy | ſubmiſſion to the divine will, did 

we | willingly undergo the greateſt of 

od, Þ temporal ſorrows and-ignominies ; 

nl | Who ( faith the Apoſtle to the Hes Heb. 12; x. 

he | brews, propounding his example to 

Jue Þ us) for the joy that was ſet before 

1d) | him endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the 

me | ſhame, and is ſet down at the right 

on- Þ hand of God. 

or Thus immediately, or by an eca- 

ory Þ fie inference doth the conſideration | 

nly Þ of this lifes ſhortneſs and uncertain- a, 

pt || ty confer to that main part of wiſc- 

ns, | dom, rightly to value the things a- 

of | bout which we are converſant ; 

ſed | diſpoſing us conſequently to mode- 

ith | rate our affections, and rightly to 

did Þ guide our ations about them ; fit- 

ting us therefore for the perfor- 

mance of thoſe duties ſo often en- 
G 3 joined 
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joined us; of not caring for, not 
truſting in, not minding ( unduly 
that is, and immoderately ) things 
below ; of dying to this World and 
taking up our crols, or contentedly 
ſuffering ( in ſubmiſſion to God 
will) all loſs and inconvenience; 
as allo to the placing our meditati- 
on and care ; our love and defire; 
our hope and confidence ; our joy 
and fatisfaction ; our moſt earneſt 
pains and endeavours upon things 
divine, ſpiritual and eternal. 


IV. I proceed to another general 
benefit of that general confiderati- 
on ; Which is that it may engage 
us to a good improvement of our 
time ; the doing which is a veay 
con{iderable piece of wiſedom. For 
it time be, ( as Theophraſtus called 
it truly ) a thing of moſt pretiou 
value ( or expence ) as it were 4 
great folly to laviſh it away unpro- 
firal-ly ; fo to be frugal thereof, and 
carclull to lay it out for the beſt 
advancage, eſpecially every Man ha- 

ving 
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ving ſo little ſtore thereof, muſt be 
a ſpecial point of *Prudence. To he 


| covetous of time ( Seneca tells us ) 


is a commendable avarice ; it being 


| neceſſary for the accompliſhment of 
| any worthy enterprize; there being 


nothing excellent, that can ſoon or 


| eaſily be effeted. Surely he that 


hath much and great buſineſs to dif- 
patch ; and but a little time allow- 
ed for it, 1s concerned to husband 
it well; not to loſe it wholly in idle- 
neſs; not to trifle it away 1n unne- 
ceſary divertiſements; not to put 
himſelf upon other impertinent at- 
fairs; above all not to create obſta- 
cles to himſelt, by purſuing matters 
of a tendency quite contrary to the 
luccels of his tnain undertakings. 
Tis our cale; we are obliged here 
to negotiate in buſinels of infinite 
price and conſequence to us; nolels 
than rhe ſalvation of our fouls and 
eternal happineſs ; and we fce, that 
our time to drive it on and bring it 
to a happy iſſue is very ſcant and 


G 4 mM 


Nulla nife tem- 


ports honeſta eff 


avaritis. Sen. 


ſhort ; ſhort in it ſelf; and very ſhort | 
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in reſpec to the nature of thoſe af- 
fairs; the great variety, and the great 
difficulty of them: The great father 
ol Phyſicians did quicken the ſludents 


moniſhing them (in the firſt place, 

{ctting it in the front of his famous 
Non enim dat Aphoriſms ) that, life is (hort, and 
ro to. art is long. And how much morcſo 
mum fieri. Sen. 1s the art of living well ( that moſt 
OPS: excellent and moſt neceſfary art ; for 
indecd vertue 15 not a gitt of nature, 
but a work of art; an effect of labour 
and itudy ) this, I ſay moſt needfull 
and uſefuil art of living vertuouſly 
and piouſly ; this art of {piritual Phy- 
ſick; (of preſerving and recovering 
our fouls health) how much longer 
is it 2 how many rules are to be learnt? 
how many precepts to be obſerved 


furniſh our minds with needfull 
knowledge of God's will and our 
duty ; we are to bend our unwilling 
Wills to a ready compliance with 
them; we are to adorn our ſouls 
with diſpoſitions ſuitable to the fur 
ture 
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of that taculty to diligence, by ad- 


in order thereto? We are bound to 
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ture ſtate ( ſuch as may qualifie us 
for the preſence of God, and con- 
& | ver{ation with the bleſſed ſpirits a- 
its (| bove ) it is incumbent on us to 
& | mortify corrupt deſires, to reſtrain 
ee, Þ| inordinate paſſions, to ſubdue natu- 
us Þf ral propenfities, to extirpate vittous 
xd Þ| habits; in order to the etteRing 
lo |} theſe things, to uſe all fir means ; 
oſt Þ devotion toward God, ſtudy of his 
or | Law, reflexton upon our actions, 
re, | with all ſuch ſpiritual inftruments ; 
ur Þ the performing which duties, as ir 
ull F doth require great care and pains, 
ly Fo it needs much time ; all this 15 
y- J not dictum fadtum, as foon done as 
ng | aid ; a few ſpare minutes will not 
er | {fuffice toaccompliſh it. Natural in- 
t2 || clination, that wild beaſt within us, 
ed Þ| will not ſo preſently be tamed, and 
to. | madetraQtable by us. Il habits can- Ti eve #- 
all Þ not be removed without much ex- _ SPN” 
ur || erciſe and attendance ; as they were _ 
1g | begot, ſo they muſt be deſtroyed, P_ 
th | by a conſtant ſucceſſion, and ftre- 
quency of acts. Fleſhly luft is not 

to be killed with a ſtab or two ; » 

W 
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will fight ſtoutly, and rebell often, 
and hold out long before with our ut- 
moſt endeavour we can obtain an 
entire victory over 1t. No vertueis 
acquired in an inſtant,but by degrees, 
ſtep by ſtep; from the ſceds of right 
inſtruction and good reſolution it 
{prings up, and grows forward by 
a continual progreſs of cuſtomary || 41 
practice ; 'tis a child of patience, a || m, 
fruit of perſeverance ( that ze || (2 
19 2255 232495, enduring in doing well, Þ| or 
Rom. 2. 7. St. Paul ſpeaks of ) and conſequent- Þ 1 
ly a work of time, for enduring im- Þ| 
plies a good ſpace of time. Having || me 
therefore ſo much to doe, and oflo | ,,; 
great concernment, and {o little a Þ| ,,, 
portion of time for it, it behoves us || þle 
to be carefull in the improvement || {« 
of what time is allowed us; to em- | », 
brace all opportunities and advan: || {+ 
tages olfered; to go the neareſt | ,, 
way, to ule the beſt compendzums in || p, 
the traniaction of our buſinels ; not | 7; 
to be ſiothtull and negligent, but a- || & 
&ive and intent about it ; ( for as 
time 15 duninyhed, and in part loſt 


by 
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by by ſloth or ſlackneſs; fo it is enlar- 
ged, and, as it were, multiplied by 
induſtry ; my day is two in re{pect 
of his, who doeth bur halt my work. ) 
Not ( alſo) ro conſume our time in 
fruitleſs paſtimes, and curious enter- 
tinments of fancy ; being idly buſie 
about impertinences and trifles ( wc 

call it ſport, but ris a ſerious da- 
mage tous ; ) not to immerſe our 
(elves in mulriplicities of need[cis 
care about ſecular matters, whici: 
may diftra&t us, and bercave us ci 
fit leiſure for our great employ - 


ment ; that which our Saviozr Cat!s £1itts ; 


wobdUed Te21 FOAAL, ro keep at 
great deal of doe and fiir ( tobc junt- 
bled about as it were, and contoun- 
ted ) about many things: and, ::- 
OUTS TiO, mFOAAN Sian ur, 70 
le. diſtrated and perplexed abort 


mich comberſome ſervice ; - Which St. 


Paul calls m:- 11> (ne5 * 725 Ts Sis 1Tims. 4 


T&xY Marr, to be implic ated and 
entangled ( as ina net } with the ne- 
gotrations of this preſent life; 1o that 
we (hall not be expedite, or free to 
| beſtir 


4 $9 LIND SN TN LH SHE 
4 \ " | Ot dn 3 I IRE TRADE EY. Ct Or Tt bf 
31S" « gi ®) : 6 tos wanton 5 $Tugs Mov _— Oe + TT TIER 8 
apr oration 4 Sg hy Bia Ag roy bo ? IVR 
+ IM 
ek. 


Os 


beſtir our felves about our more 
weighty atlairs. The ſpending much 
time about thoſe things doth ſteal it 
trom theſe ; yea, doth more than o, 
by diſcompoſing our minds fo that 
we cannot well cmploy what time 
remains upon our ſpiritual concern- 
ments. But eſpecially we ſhould not 
proſtitute our time upon vitious pro- 
jects and practices; doing which is 
not onely a prodigality of the preſent 
time, but an abridgment of the fu- 
ture ; 1tnot onely doth not promote 
or {et torward our buſineſs,but brings 
it backward; and makes us more 
work than we had before; 'tis a go- 
ing in a way directly contrary to our 
journey s-end. The Scriptureaptly 
re{cmbles our lite to a wayfaring, a 
condition of travel and pilgrimage; 
now he that hath a long journey to 
make, and but a little time of day 
to pais it in, mult in reaſon ſtriveto 
{ct out ſoon, and then to makegood 
ipeed - mutt proceed on diredly, 
making no ſtops or defle&tions ( not 
calling i at every ſign that _ 

im, 
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him, not ſtanding to gaze at every 
object ſeeming new or ſtrange to 
him ; not ſtaying to talk with eve- 
ry. Paſſenger thar meets him; but 
rather avoiding all occaſions of di- 
verſion and delay) leſt he be ſur- 
prized by the night, be left ro wan- 
d&r in the dark, be exciuded finally 
from the place whither he tends : So 
muſt we in our courſe towards Hea- 
ven and Happinels ; take care that 
weſet out ſoon ( procraſtinating no 
time, but beginning inſtantly co in- 
fiſt in the ways of Picty and Ver- 
tue) then proceed on ſpeedily, and 
perſiſt conſtantly ; no-where ſtaying 
or loitering, ihunning all impedi- 
ments and avocations trom our Pro- 
preſs; leſt we never arrive near, or 
come too late unto the gate of Hea- 
ven. St. Peter tells us, that the cnd 
v: all things doth approach, and 


tiereupon adviſes us to be ſober, and 1 Pet 4. - 


to watch unto prayer ; for that the 
els our time is, the more intent and 
induſtrious it concerns us to be. 
And, St. Paul injoins us to redeem 
the 
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Eph. 5.15. 


Gen. 47.9 
Job 14. r. 


Job 14. 14. 


Luke 21. 34. 


the time, becauſe the days are evil, 
thar is, fince we can enjoy no true far 
quiet or comfort here, we thoult | * 
improve our time to the beſt advan \ 
tage for the future ; he might have 


3 oe 4 mc 
allo adjoined, with the Patriarch Ja & _. 
cob, the paucity of the days to their |; 
badneſs ; bucaule rhe days of our life Y -- 
are tew a4 evil, 156 vs redeem the 

yy uu, "Wl anc 
time ; Man that is born of 4 womans fn gs 


of few days, and full of trouble: So T 
tew indeed they are, rhat 'tis fit we 
itould loſe none of them, but uſe Ny, 
them all in preparation toward that J |, 
Srcat change We are to make; that 


"ths 3 : « « . irc 
iatz] patiage out of this ſtrait time Þ 
into that boundleſs eternity. So,it | 
ſeems, we have Job's example of do- I... 


ing: A the days ({ayshe) of my ap- 
pointed time will I wait till my change }| | 
come. | cnd this Point with that lo 


C Ve 
comprchenſive warning of our 5 Þ| 
viour: Take heed to your ſelves, leſt Þ| ,, 


at any time your hearts be overchar- 
ged wich ſurfeitins and drunkenneſs, 
and cares of this life ; and ſo that day 
come upon yor unawares. Watch ye 
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| therefore wl pray, that ye may be 11H} 
Nl counted worthy to eſcape — and to in | 
? fland before the ſon of man. 

"I V. I ſhall adjoin but one uſe 

© more, to which this conſideration 

"| may be ſublervient, which is, that 

7 it may help ro beger and maintain 

* Din us | that which 1s the very heart 

© and fout of all goodnels ) Sinceri- "gg 
"Fry. Sincerity 1n all kinds, in our <= 
© F thoughts, words and actions. To i Þ 
©} keep us from harbouring in our 

© Þ breaſts ſuch thoughts, as we would 

Y be afraid or aſhamed to own : 

LY from PcaKung otherwile than we 

© I mean, than we intend to doe, rhan 

UN we are ready any-where openly to 

: WOW 2 or CS OReng to lecm 


what we ar 22; from being one 
; thing {1 in our expreſſions and con- 
verlatiens with men ; anorncr un 53S 
| our on C7 1 0u7 cloſets. From FF 
ſ adins Wii oblique rc tpects to pri- | 
- | vate jares Sts or Piilons, ro hu- 
mane favour or ccntiure { in mat- 
ters, I mean, where duty doth in- 
tervene, 
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tervene, and where pure conſticnce 


* (i Eg " 
6, PI OE RTE 


Ee 


tion of 


ought to guide and govern us) in 
from making profeſlions and often: iſ ** 
TW 


tations { void of ſubſtance, of truth, 
of knowledge, of good purpoſe \ y 
great {emblances ot peculiar fant: 
mony, integrity, ſcrupuloſity, ſriri- © 
tuality, refinedneſs. like thoſe Pha- 
= riſees ſo often therefore taxed in | #/ 
qt; the Golpel; as alſo from pallia- = '* 
 : ting, as thole men did, deſigns oi 
ambition, avarice, envy, animoſ- 
ty, revenge, perverſe humour, witl 
pretcnces of zeal and conſcience, 
We thould indeed ſtrive to be good ſpo 
(and that in all real ſtriQneſs. | /” 
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aiming at utmoſt perfection ) ir To 
outward act and appearance, 2: 5 


well as in heart and reality; for Þ7* 
the glory of God and example 0: (t 

Rom. 12. 17. men { providing things honeſt in the 
fiaht of all men ) but we mult not 

thine with a falſe luſtre, nor care 

to {cem better than we are, nor 1n- 

tenu to ſerve our (elves in ſcemingto bef 

terve God ; bartering ſpiritual com-J 

moditics for our own glory or Ban 

or 


our latter End. 
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For ſince the day approaches when 

God will judge T2 21572 av32e- Rom. 2. 16. 

mw, the things men do ſo ſtudiouſ- 

ly conceal; when God ſhall bring Eccl. 12. 14. 

every work into judgment, with every 

ſecret thing , whether it be good, or 

whether it be evil ; ſince we muſt aff 2 Cor. x. ro. 

appear ( or rather, be all made ap- Os. » Dogs 
Ids . a Nias 

parent, be manileſted and diſcover- ,,:, 7; 

ed) at the tribunal of Chriſt ; ſince 42a & ga- 

there is nothing covered , which ſhall (9-1 

wt be revealed; nor hid, that ſhall © 

wt be known ; ſo that whatever is Lute 1:. 2, 3. 

ſpoken in the ear in cloſets, ſhall be 

proclaimed on the houſe tops - Since 

at length, and that within a very 


ſhort rime ( no man knows how 
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ſoon ) the whiſpers of every mouth 3 
(the cloſeſt murmurs of detraQti- Hh 
on, ſlander and ſycophantry ) ſhall Ts 
become audible to every ear ; the "Xl 
abſtruſeſt thoughts of all hearts (the 1 
cloſeſt malice and envy) ſhall be dif- nh 


cloled in the moſt publick Theatre, 

before innumerable ſpe&tatours ; the 

truth of all pretences ſhall be 

troughly examined ; the juſt _ 
| H 
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of every Perſon, and every caulc 
ſhall with a moſt exact ſcrutiny he 
{cann'd openly 1n the face of all the 
World; to «what purpoſe can it be 
to juggle or battle for a time ; for 
a few days ( perhaps for a few mj- 
nutes ) to abuſe, or to amuſe thoſe 
about us with crafty diſlimulation 
or deceit? Is it worth the pains to 
deviſe plauſible ſhifts, which ſhall 
inſtantly, we know, be deteQted 
and defeated ; to bedaub foul defigns 
with a fair varniih, which death will 
preſently wipe oft; to be dark and 
cloudy in our proceedings, whenas 
a clear day ( that will certainly dif 
pel all darkneſs and ſcatter all miſts) 
1s breaking in upon us; to make vi 


zors for our faces, and cloaks for 


our actions, whenas we mult very 
ſhortly be expoſed, perte&aly naked 
and undiſguiied , in our true c0- 
lours, to the gencral view of An 
ocls and Men ? Heaven ſees at, pre 
tent what we think and doe yi anc 
our conſcience cannot be wholly ig 
norant or inſenſible ; nor can Earil 
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|} it ſelf be long unacquainted there- 
el with. Is it not much better, and 


ie more eafie ( ſince it requires no pains 
Xx | or ſtudy ) to a our ſelves, than 
of to accommodate our ſelves to other 
WE unbeleeming and undue parts ; to 
le be upright 1n our intentions, conf1- 
oF ſtent in our diſcourſes, plain in our 
wh dealings, following the ſingle and 
al uniform guidance of our reaſon and 
&F conſcience, than to ſhuffle and ſhift, 
Ny wandring after the various uncer- 
"WY tain and inconſtant opinions or hu- 
od mours of men 2 What matzer is it, 
8 what cloaths we wear, what garb 
we appear 10, during this poſture 
bY of travel and {ojourning here; what 
"F for the preſent we go for ; how men 
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or elteem us, what they think of our "it 
7 aQtions 2 St. Fax! at leaſt did not : 
\ - 


much ſtand upon it; for with me, 
ſaid he, *7is a very ſmall thing (tA 1 Cor. 4. 3. 


rerſible judgment of men, ) If we 
; H 2 mean 
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In- 5, the Jeaſt thing that can come | | 
IF under conſideration ) zo be judged of Tl. 
"You, or of humane day ( that is, of +] þ 
this preſent tranſitory, fallible, re- bf | 
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mean well and doe righteouſly, our 
conſcience will at preſent fſatisfie us, 
and the divine ( unerring and im- 
partial ) ſentence will hereafter ac- 
quit us ; no unjuſt or uncharitable 
cenſure ſhall prejudice us ; if we en- 
tertain baſe deſigns, and deal unrigh- 
teouſly; as our conſcience will accuſe 
and vex us here, ſo God will thort- 
ly condemn and puniſh us; neither 
{hall the moſt favourable conccit of 
men ſtand us in ſtead. Every man; 
work ſhall become manifeſt; for the 
day ſhall declare it ; becauſe it ſhall 
be revealed by fire; and the fire 
( that 15, a ſevere and ftri& inqui- 
ry ) (hall try every man's work, of 
what ſort it is, I] cannot infiſt more 
on this Point ; I ſhall onely ſay, that 
conſidering the brevity and uncer- 
tainty of our preſent ſlate, the great- 
eſt ſimplicity may juſtly be deemed 
the trueſt wiſedom ; that who de- 
ceives others doth cozen himſelf 
moſt ; that the deepeſt policy : uled 
to.compals,or to conceal bad deſigns) 
will in the end appear the moſt dowt- 
right folly. | 


- 


our latter Eud. 


[ might add to the precedent dil- Tin Ixy 6 
courſes, that Phzloſophy it ſelf hath pr 7 
commended this conſideration as a 5, ; 
proper and powerfull inſtrument of T7awraias 


Anton, (ib. 7. 


yertue; reckoning the practice there- 
ofa main part of wiſedom ; thegreat- 
eſt proficient therein in common e- 
ſteem, Socrates, having defined Phi- 
loſophy (or the ſtudy of wiſedom) 
to be nothing elſe, but (werim Sw. 
zzrs) the fludy of death; intimating 
alſo ( in Plato's Phezdon ) that this 
ſtudy, the meditation of death and 
preparation of his mind to leave this 
World, had been the cenſtant and 
chief employment of his lite. That 
likewiſe, according to experience , 
nothing more avails to render the 
minds of men ſober and well com- 
poſed, than ſuch ſpectacles of Mor- 
tality as do imprels this conſideratt- 
on upon them. For whom doth not 
the ſight of 2 Coffin or of a Grave 
gaping to receive a friend perhaps, 
an ancient Acquaintance ; however 
aman in nature and ſtate altogether 
like gur ſelves; of the mournfull 
H3 looks 
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looks and habits, of all the ſad pomps 
and ivlemnities attending man unto 
his long home, by minding him of 
his own frail condition, affeCt with 
ſome ſerious, ſome honeſt, ſome 
wiſe thoughts? And it we be rea- 
{onable men, we may every day 
{upply the need of ſuch occaſions, 
by repreſenting to our ſelves thene- 
ceſſity of our ſoon returning to the 
duſt ; dreſſing in thought our own 
Herles, and celebrating our own Fu- 
nerals; by living under the contt- 
nual apprehenſion and ſenſe of our 
tranſitory and uncertain condition; 
dying daily, or becoming already 
dead unto this World. The doing 
which efftetually being the gilt ot 
God, and an eſpecial work of his 
Grace, let us of him humbly im- 
plore it, ſaying after the Holy Pre- 
phet , Lord, fo teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts 
anto wiſedom. Amen. _ 
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The Danger and miſ- 
chief of delaying 


Repentance. 
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PSALM ©SIX. Go. 


] made haſte ; and delayed not to : 
keep thy Commandments. 


HIS Pſalm (no leb6 excellent 
in vertue, than large in bulk) 
containeth manifold reflexions upon 
the nature, the pronerties. the ad- 
junts and effteas vi God's Law , 
many ſprightly cjaculations about 1t 
(conceived in different forms of 
ipeech ; ſome in way of pet.tion, 
H 4 10116 
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ſome of a ſome of re- | \ 
ſolution, ſome of aſſertion or apho- | c 
riſm) many uſefull dire&ions, ma || | 
0 
0 


ny zealous exhortations to the ob- 
{ervance of it ; the which are not 
ranged in any ſtrict order, but, (like | »v 
a yariety of fair flowers and whole || |: 
{ome herbs in a wild field) do with || t 
a grateſull confufion lie diſperſed, | n 
as they freely did ſpring up in the Þ| 1 
heart, or were ſuggeſted by the de- I n 

vout ſpirit of him, who indited the 
Pſalm; whence no coherence of || tl 
{ſentences being deſigned, we may || 
conſider any one of them abſolutely Þ| { 
or ſingly by it ſelt. 4 
Among them, that which I have Þ| 1c 
picked out for the ſubjet of my | 0 
diſcourſe, implieth an excellent | il 
rule of praQice, authoriſed by the Þ| ur 
Pſaimiſt's example; it is propound- ||. tl 
ed in way of devotion or immedi- | p 
ate addreſs to God ; unto whole in- Þ| 4 
fallible knowledge his conſcience Þ 1 
maketh an appeal concerning tus Þ| 
pratice; not as boaſting thereof, 
but as praiſing God for it , unto 
Rs  _whoh 
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whoſe gratious inſtruction and ſuc- 
cour he frequently doth aſcribe all 


| his performances : But the manner 


of propounding I ſhall not inſift up- 
on; the rule it ſelf js, that ſpcedily, 
without any procraſtination or de- 
ky, we ſhould apply our ſelves to 
the obſervance of God s Command- 
ments; the practice of which rule 
it ſhall be my endeavour to recom- 
mend and prels. 

It is a common practice of men, 
that are engaged in bad courles , 
which their own con- 


ſcience diſcerneth and  **5"9c* fngulor, confulen 


univerſos, uulliue non vita Jpe- 


dilapproveth , £0 ad G#at mn craſtiinum ; non enim 


journ the reformation 79% » ed vifturi ſunr. 


of their lives to a far- 
ther time, ſo indulging themſelves 
n the preſent commiliion of in, 


that yet they would ſeem to pur- 


pole, and promite themſelves here- 
atter to repent, and take up : Few 
reſolve to perſiſt finally in an evil 
way, or deſpair of being one day 
reclaimed, but immcdiately and et- 
Qually to ſet upon it, mapy deem 
ut 
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Prov. 6. 10. 


Fur, in Pelop. 


unſeaſonable or needlets ; it will, 
they preſume, be ſoon enough to 
begin to morrow or next day, a 
month or a year hence, when they 
ſhall find more commodious oppor- 
tunity, or ſhall prove better diſpo- 
{ed thereto ; in the mean time with 
Solomon's fluggard , Tet , fay they, 
a little ſleep, a little ſlumber, a little 
folding of the hands ; let us but neg- 


lect this duty, let us but fatisfic this 


appetite, let us but enjoy this bout 
of pleaſure ; hercaiter, God willing, 
we mean to be more carefull, we 
hope that we ſhall become more 
ſober : So like bad debtors ; when 
our conſcience dunneth us , we al- 
ways mean, we always promule to 
Fav ; if the will ſlay a while, ſhe 
ſhall, we tell her, be ſatisfied ; or 
like vain ſpendrthriftts, we ſee our 
eſtate fly, yet preſume that it will 
hold out, and at length we ſhall re- 
ſerve enough for our uſe. Ei; av2/- 
2» T2 ons)am, Let ſerious buſineſs 
ſtay till the morrow, was a ſaying that 


colt dear to him who faid it ; yet 
Wo 
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we in our greatelt concerns follow 
him. | 

But how fallacious, how dange- > 
rous and how miſcievous this man- 


on eft crede 


M4 ihi ſapientis 
aicere, Vivan, 


ner of procecding 1s; how much Marr. Z. 16. - 


better and more adviſable it is, after 
the example propounded in our Text, 
ſpeedily to betake our ſelves unto the 
diſcharge of our debt and duty to 
God, the follos wing conſiderations 
will plainly declarc. 

1. We may conſider, that the ob- 
frvance of God's Commandments 
(an obſervance of them procecding 
from an habitual diſpoſition of mind, 
n a conſtant tenour of practice) is 
our indiſpenſable duty, our main 
concernment, our onely way to hap- 
pinels; the neceliary condition of 
our attaining falvation ; that alone 
which can procure God's love and 
favour toward us; that unto which 
ai! real blcſſings here, and ail bliſs 
hereafter are. infeparably anncxed : 
Fear God and keep his Commandments, 
for ths is the whole of man; ( the 
whole duty, the whole delign, the 
whole 


Eccl 12. 13. 
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Matt. 19. 27. 


Pal. 31. 7. 
Prov. 15. 9. 


Rom. 2. 6. 


Mart. 5. 18. 
Luke 16. 17. 


| £1 Plal. 119. 15. 


whole perfetion, the ſum of our 
wiſedom, and our happineſs.) 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
Commandments : The righteous Lord 
loveth righteouſneſs, his countenance 
doth behold the upright ; God will 
render to every man according to hiz 
works ; theſe are Oracles indubita- 
bly clear, and infallibly certain; 
theſe are immovable terms of ju- 
ſtice between God and Man, which 
never will, never can be relaxed; 
being grounded on the immutable 
nature of God, and eternal reaſon oi 
things ; if God had not decreed, it 
he had not faid theſe things, they 
would not affuredly be true ; for it 
is a foul contradiction to reaſon , 
that a Man ever ſhould pleaſe God 
without obeying him ; 'tis a grols 
abſurdity in nature, that a Man 
ſhould be happy without being good; 
wherefore all the wit in the Work 
cannot deviſe a way, all the authort- 
ty upon Earth (yea, I dare fay, & 
ven in Heaven it ſelf) cannot eſts- 
þliſh a candition, beſide faithfull ob- 
{crvancs 
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A ew A 29 


of of delaying Repentance. 


fervance of God's Law, that can 
4 fave, or make us happy ; from it 
there can be no valid diſpenſation , 
without it there can be no effeqtual 
abſolution, for it there can be no 
acceptable commuration ; nor in de- 
fe@ thereof will any faith. any pro- 
ſeſſion, any trick or pretence what- 


"3 Þ ever avail, or fgnifie any thing : 
of Whatever expedient to ſupply its 
i. room ſuperſtition, miſtake, craft, or 
p preſumption may recommend , we 
x hall, relying thereon, be certainly 


F deluded : It therefore we mean to 
be faved ( and are we fo wild as 
7 | not to mean it 2 ) if we do not re- 
nounce telicity (and do we not then 
? renounce our Wits? ) to become ver- 
tuous, to proceed in a courſe of o- 


ls bedience, 1s a work that neceſſarily 
; ' muſt be performed ; and why then 
F ſhould we not inſtantly undertake 
| wherefore do we demur or ſtick 


at it? how can we at all reſt quier, 
while an affair of ſo vaſt impor- 
tance licth upon our hands, or until 
our mind be freed of all uncer- 

| tain- 
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Plal. 5. 5. 


Luke 13. 3 
Pſal. g. 17. 


1 Cor. 6. 9. 
Matth. 25. 46. 
7. 21. 


tainty and {uſpence about it? Were 
2 probable way ſuggeſtcd to us of 
acquiring great wealth, honour cr 
pleaſure, ſhould we not quickly run 
about it, could we contentedly flee, 
till we had brought the buſineſs to 
a ſure or hopelels iſſuc 2 and why 
with leſs expedition or urgency 
ſhould we purſue the certain mcans 
of our preſent ſecurity and comfort, 
of our final ſalvation and happineſs 
in doing ſo, are we not ſtrangely in- 
conſiſtent with our ſelves ? 

Again, diſobedience is the certain 
road to perdition ; that which in- 
volveth us in guilt and condemns- 
tion , that which provoketh God's 
wrath and hatred againtt us , that 
which aſluredly will throw us into a 
ſtate of eternal ſorrow and wretch- 
edneſs: The fooliſh jha!l not ſland in 
God's fight, he hateth all the workers 
of miyuity ; If ye do not repent, ye 
{ball periſh, The wicked ſhall be turn 
ed into Hell, and all the peovle that 
« forget Ged ; F he unrighte ous [hall not 
inherit the Kingdow of God ; The 
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wicked ſhall go into everlaſting puniſh- 
went; theſe are denunciations no leſs 
ſure than ſevere, from that mouth, 
which is never opened in vain; from 
the execution whereof there can be 
no ſhelter or refuge ; And what wiſe 
man', what man in his right ſenſes 
would for one minute ſtand obnox1i- 


"aus tothem? Who that any-wife ten- 


dereth his own weltare would move 
one ſtep torward in ſo perillous and 
deſtructive a courle 2 the farther in 
which he proceedeth , the more he 
diſcoſteth from happineſs, the near- 
cr he approacheth co ruine. 

In other caſes common ſenſe 
prompteth men to proceed other- 
wiſe; for who, having rendred one 
his enemy that far overmatcherh 
him, and at whoſe mercy he ſtand- 
eth, will not inſtantly ſuc to bc rc- 
conciled 2 who being ſeifed by a per- 
nicious diſeaſe, will not haſte to tcel: 
a cure? Who being fallen into the 
jaws of a terrible danger, will not 
aimbly leap out thence? and ſuch 
Plaioly is our csfe; while we pertiſt 

in 


_- 
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in ſin, we live in enmity and defi- 
ance with the Almighty , who can 
at His Pleaſure cruſh us ; we lie un- 
der a fatal plague, which, if we do 
not ſeaſonably repent, will certainly 
deſtroy us ; we incur the molt dread- 
full of all hazards, abiding in the 
confines of death and deſtruttion , 
God irowning at us, guilt holding 
us, Hell gaping for us: Every Sinner 
is ( according to the Wiſe-maus ex- 
preſſion ) as he that lieth down in the 
midſt of the ſea, or as he that lieth 
upon the top of a maſt ; and he that 
iS in ſuch a caſe, 1s he not mad or 
{enſeleſs, it he will not forthwith la- 
bour to {wim out thence, or make 
all ſpced to get down into a fafer 
place ? can any-man with comfort 
_ in a condition fo diſmalby tick: 
liſh ? 

2. We may conſider, that in or- 
der toour final weltare we have much 
work to diſpatch , the which requt 
reth as earneſt care and painfull - 
duſtry, ſo a competent long time; 
which, if we donot preſently fall on, 


jp” "IE 
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may be wanting , and thence our 
work be left undone, or umpertect : 
To conquer and correct bad inclina- 
tions, to render our ſenſual appetites 
obſequious to reaſon, to compoſe our 
paſſiohs into a right and ſteady or- 
dr, to cleanſe our fouls from vani- 
ty, from pervcrſeneſs, trom ſloth, 
from all vitious diſtempers, and in 
their room to umplant firm habits of 
rertue ; 'to get a clear knowledge of 
our duty, with a ready diſpoſition to 
perform it; 1n fine, to ſeaſon our 
minds with hotly affe&tions, qualify- 
ing us for the preſence of God, and 
converſation with the bleſted Spirits 
above; theſe are things that mult te 
done, but cannot be done in a trice ; 
It is not dif fatun, 15 loon done 
as ſaid; Lut, A TED.UM7 £27s 7 tx, A 
patient continuance in well-cning is 
needfull to atchieve it ; for it no: me 
can be redundant, the longeſt lie can 
hardly be ſufficient : Art zs long, and 
life is ſhort, may be an Aphoritm in 
Droinity as well as in Fhyfick ; the 
atof living well, of preſerving our 
Soul s 


Rom. 2. 7. 


oy ONE 


WY Dn PER He ar IE EEE BE LO AER AS 24 NATT $2 Ee IO TR IIINEY _ 
CE ee Ee No AG KF AI IS ES Eos fs RE Se CET I es Se ST > I days 
EO ERIE NE OE SO Bi I OCEAN Tr FH BE EIORITY ALI og Be Ce Nees Sa EEE > 


i ' 
Oy Kays 


The danger and miſchief 


OO ———___— —— 


Soul's health, and curing its diſtem- 5; 
pers, requireth no leſs time to com- || y, 
pals it, than any other Art or Sc: fſ & 
ENCE. W 
Vertue is not a Muſhroom, that Þ 

By ge ſpringeth up of it ſelf in oneNight, | n 
5 Yu; 2x8 WEN we arc aſleep or regard it not:Þ þy 
-vs0s. But a delicate Plant, that growethÞÞ þ| 
Tt , Eph fowly and tenderly, needing muck} { 
pains to cultivate it, much care tofÞ 

guard it, much time to manure it, Þ x 
in our untoward ſoil, in this Worlds] 1x 
unkindly weather : happinels is aff 5 
thing too pretious to be purchaſed} « 
at an caſie rate, Heaven is too high oh 
to be come at without much climb-J 
ing; the Crown of Bliſs 1s a Prize », 
too noble to be won without a longÞ] y. 
and a tough conflict. Neither 1s 2} Q 
vice a ſpirit that will be conjured pt 
down by a charm, or with a Pref | 
driven away ; it 1s not an adverſary, 
_ that can be knocked down at a bloy, 
o quam id or diſpaiched with a ſtab. Whoever 
Fuibus tom fy. 1Þall pretend at any time eafily with 
cite videtur. A celerity, by a kind of Legerdemait 
Quant: 12: 1- or by any myſterious knack, a 
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t- | may be ſettled in vertue , or con- 
n- | yerted from vice, common expert- 
+ | ence abundantly will confute him ; 

which ſheweth , that a habit other- 
at Þ wiſe { ſetting miracles aſide ) can- 
It, Þ not be produced or deſtroyed, than 
t:0 by a conſtant exerciſe of acts futa- 
1} ble or oppoſite thereto ; and that 
<1} fach acts cannot be exerciſed with- 
tf out voiding all impediments and fra- 
tf ming all Principles of action (ſuch 
i5f| 25 temper of body, judgment of 
4M mind, influence of cuſtome ) ro a 
Gi compliance ; that who by temper 1s 
gh peeviſh or cholerick, cannot with- 
WF out maſtering that temper become 
Ay patient or meek ; that who from 
vain opinions 1s proud, cannot with- 
out conſidering away thoſe opinions 
prove humble : that who by cu- 
ltome is grown intemperate, cannot 
without weaning himſelf from that 
cuſltome come ro be ſober ; that 
Who from the concurrence of a 
forry nature, fond conceits, mean 
breeding and ſcurvy uſage is cove- 
tous; cannot without draining all 
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thoſe ſources of his fault, be turned 
into liberal. The change of our 
mind is one of the greateſt alte- 
rations 1n nature, which cannot 
| be compaſled in any way, or with- 
in any time we plcaſe ; but it muſt 
proceed on lcifurely and regularly, 
in ſuch order, by ſuch ſteps, as the 
nature of things doth permit ; it 
muſt be wrought by a reſolute and 
laborious perſeverance ; by a watch- | ; 
tull application of mind in voiding | | 
Prejudices, 1n waiting for advants- |} 1 
ges, in attending to all we doe; || « 
by forcible wreſting our nature from || 1 
its bent, and ſwimming againſt the | t 
current of impetuous deſires ; bya || 1 
patient diſentangling our ſelves from } 1 
practices moſt agreeable and fami- } \ 
[ 

( 

| 


liar to us; by a wary fencing with 
temptations,by long ſtruggling with 
imanitoid oppoſitions and difficulties; 
whence the Holy Scripture termeth 
our practice a warfare, wherein we 
arc to fight many a bloody battel 
with moſt redoubtable foes; a com- 
bat, which muſt be managed with = 
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beſt skill , and utmoſt might; a 
race, Which we muſt paſs through 
with inceſſant activity and fwitt- 
nels. 

If therefore we mean to be good 
or to be happy, it behoveth us ro 
loſe no time ; to be: preſently up at 
our great task ; to ſnatch all occa- 
ſions, to embrace all means incident 
of reforming our hearts and lives. 
As thoſe who have a 
long journey to go, do 
take care to ſet out 
early and in their way 
make good ſpeed, leſt 
the night overtake them before they 
reach their home ; {o it being a great 
way from hence to Heaven , ſceing 
we muſt paſs over {o many obſta- 
cles, through ſo many Paths of du- 
ty before we arrive thither, it is ex- 
pedient to ſet forward as foon as can 
be, and to proceed with all expedi- 
tion ; the Jonger we ſtay, the more 
time we ſhall need}, and the leſs we 
ſhall have. 


I 3 3. We 
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3. We may conſider, that no fy- || t 
ture time which we can fix upon || t 


will be more convenient than the || n 

preſent 1s for our reformation. Let || Þ 

us pitch on what time we pleaſe, we | c 

ſhall be as unwilling and unfit to | c 

begin as we are now ; we ſhall find || © 

;n our ſelves the ſame indiſpoſitions, | 0 

the ſame averleneſs, || t 

Cras hoc fiet ; 1aem cras fer, Or the ſame liſtleſnels | 
a onde] toward it as now: || 1 

aus _—_ mate, cre mrs There will occur the # © 
Ovid. de Rom LEpidt 4.12. like hardſhips to deter || 1 
us, and the like Plea- | t: 

ſures to allure us from our duty; || Y 
objets will then be as preſent and || 

will ſtrike as ſmartly upon our ſen- || t 
ſes; the caſe will appear juſt the 
ſame, and the ſame Pretences for 
delay will obtrude themſelves ; fo 
that we ſhall be as apt then as now 
to prorogue the buſineſs. We ſhall 
ſay then, to morrow I will mend; 
and when that morrow cometh, it 
will be ſtill to morrow, and ſo the 
morrow will prove endleſs. If like 
the fimple Ruſtick, ( who ſtay'd by 
| tne 


——  < o—_, get, OY gy £5. by tpn oy 


EO _ ELIT G EP Rees Hoa ny Oy bw OS Ps RE PIPE OE CAT It Os TECR OTE 5 ERNIE . Ts ” eat Bk 77 55, 
f EL DI AE SLAT- DIE) EEE te ny XI IRTE . TN aeeg = j 
Fa $ 
3 
nNCE In : 
of delaying Repentance. 


the River ſide waiting 
till it had done run- 
ning, that ſo he might 
paſs dry-foot over the 
chanel ) we do con- 
ceit, that the ſources 
of ſin ( bad inclinati- 
ons within, and ſtrong 
temptations abroad 

will of themſelves be 
ſpent or fail, we ſhall 


qui refte wivendi prorogat 
horam, 

Ruſticus expeffat dum defluat 
amnztis, at ille 

Labitur, & labetur in omne v0- 
ubilis evum. 

Hor. Ep, I. 2. 


Er: uo AvaTeAns 1 Vartoe 
Irons 62v, uv myers dmecne 
os evrys 68 Avarnagtes. 
EpiQt. 4. 12. 

For the ſame reaſon we pur 
it off, we ſhould pur it away. 
It it be good at all, it is good 


find our {elves deluded. i preſent. 

If ever we come to | 

take up, we muſt have a beginning 
with ſome difficulty and trouble ; 
we muſt courageouſly break through 
the preſent with all its enchant- 
ments; we mult undauntedly 
plunge into the cold ſtream ; we 
muſt rouſe our ſelves from our bed 
of ſloth; we muſt ſhake off that 
brutiſh improvidence which detain- 
«thus, and why ſhould we not aſ- 
lay it now? there is the ſame rea- 
lon now that ever we can have ! 
yea, far more reaſon now ; for if 
that we now begin , hereafter at a- 
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Geo We —_—_ 
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ny determinate time , ſome of the 
work will be done, what remain- 
eth will be ſhorter and eafier to us, 
Nay farther, | 
Nees 5) oi- 4 We may confider , that the 
weor epuagn- more we defer, the more difficult 
— 7:2: and painfull our work muſt needs 
x1 ou -s prove; every day will both enlarge 
ee yl *- our task, and diminiſh our ability 
—_ FORE to perform it: Sin 1s never at a 
ſtay ; if we do not retreat from it,we 
ſhall advance in it; and the farther 
on we go, the more we have to 
come back ; every ſtep we take for- 
ward, ( even before we can return 
hither, into the ſtate wherein we 
are at preſent) muſt be repeat- 
cd ; all the web we fpin muſt be 
unravelled ; we muſt vomir up all 
we take in ; which to doe we ſhall 
find very tedious and grievous. 

' Vice as it groweth in age, ſo it 
improverh in ſtature and itrength; 
from a puny Child it ſoon waxeth 
a luſty Stripling , then riſeth to be 
a ſturdy Man, and after a-while be I 
cometh a maſly Giant, whom we 
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hall ſcarce dare to encounter, whom 
we ſhall be very hardly able to van- 
quiſh; eſpecially ſeeing that as it 

roweth taller and ſtouter, ſo we 
ſhall dwindle and prove more impo- 
tent ; for it feedeth upon our vitals, 
and thriveth by our decay ; it wax- 
&«h mighty by ſtripping us of our 
beſt forces ; by enfecbling our rea- 
lon, by perverting our will, by cor- 
rupting our temper, by debafſing our 
courage , by ſeducing all our appe- 
tites and paſſions to a treacherous 
compliance with it 


ſelf z every day our Falſis opiniontbus tanto eu 
que inſeritur , quanto mag!s it 


mind groweth more 7, familiariuſque vlutatur. 


blind , our will more Avg. Ze. 117. 
reſty, our ſpirit more 

faint, our appetites more fierce , 
our paſſions more headſtrong and 
untameable : The power and em- 
pre of fin do ſtrangely by degrees 
encroach,and continually get ground 
upon us, tul ir hath quite ſubdued 
and enthralled us; firſt we learn to 


bear it, then we come to like it, 


by and by we contra& a friendſhip 
- with 
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with it, then we dote upon it, atlaſt þ 
we become cnſlaved to it in a bon- 
dage which we ſhall hardly be able, 
or willing to ſhake off; when not 
onely our necks are fitted to the 
yoke, our hands are manacled, and 
our feet ſhackled thereby ; but our 
heads and hearts do conſpire in a 
baſe ſubmiſſion thereto : When vice 
hath made ſuch impreſſion on us, 
when this pernicious weed hath ta- 
ken ſo deep root in our mind, will 
and affeQtion, it will demand an ex- 
tremely toilſome Jabour to extir- 
pate it. 

Indeed by continuance in fin, the 
chief means (afforded by nature, or 
by grace ) of reſtraining, or redu- 
cing us from it, are either cut off, 
or enervated and rendred ineffectual. 

Natural modeſty, while it laſteth, 

Mcnigy Tens aps]nv Contn- is a curb from doin 

p42 1 aids. Greg. Naz Or.26. 11] ; Men Fs their fi 
| noe deflexions from vertue 
Prat” 9, 909" are to bill od ſhy; 
Ejefl "yy ſemcl attrita' ae fronze out of regard to other 
i Juv. Sat. 38. Mens opinion, and 
tens 
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| tenderneſs of their own honour 


they are afraid , or aſhamed to 
tranſgreſs plain rules of duty ; but 
in proceſs this diſpoſition weareth 
out; by little and little they ar- 
rive to that character of the dege- 
nerate Jews, whom the Prophets 


call zmpuadent children, having a x... 


brow of braſs, and faces harder than 


4. 


2. 
3+ 7= 


4 rock; ſo that they commit ſin If 48. 4 


with open face, and in broad day, 
without any mask, without a bluſh ; 
they defpiſe their own reputation , 
and defy all cenſure of others ; they 
outface :and outbrave the World , 
till at length with prodigious inſo- 
lence they come to boaſt of wicked- 


er. 5- 3. 
Prov. 28. 29 


nels, and glory in their ſhame, as an Phil. x: 19, 


inſtance ot high courage and ſpecial 
gallantry. 

-Conſcience 1s a check to begin- 
ners in fin , reclaiming them from 
it, and rating them for it ; but 
this in long ſtanders becometh uſe- 
leſs, either failing to diſcharge its 
office , or aſſaying it to no purpoſe, 


having often been ſlighted , it mo 
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6 a. de weary of ehiding: 
of wh - 9 any $7 ans or 1t it be not whol-ll 
oz many mags mw yeau: Iy dumb, we ſhall be 
—_ 1 Chryl- deaf to its reproof: | 

As thoſe who live by || 

cataracts or downfalls of Water are 

by conrinual noiſe ſo deafened as þ| + 

not to hear or mind it, ſo ſhall weſſ: 

in time grow ſenſeleſs, not regard: || : 

ins the loudeſt Peals and Ratlings || 
of our conſcience. 

(Ezck.2. 4 The Heart of a raw Novice in im- || ' 
Neh. 9. 19. Piety is ſomewhar tender and ſoft, 
2 Chron. 36. {ſo that remorſe can pierce and 
Dan. 5.2: ) ſting it; his neck is yielding and 
ſenſible, fo that the yoke of {in doth 
gall it ; but 1n ſtout Proficients the 


£1» 
. 


wo 


| 

| 

| 

heart becometh hard and ſtony, the 

Te. 43.4 neck ſtiff and brawny; ( an ironfþ-fj 

| —— ns new, as the Prophet termeth it ) {o | « 
FF Fj. Sn that they do not feel or reſent any} 
"£2.53 thing ; but are like thoſe of whom 
13 Eph. 4. 19. St. Paul ſpeaketh ; GLTIves GE TWANI1E 
Fi 7*;, Who berg paſt ſeeing all for-J1 
my row or ſmart, have groen themſelves | * 
| over unto laſcroouſneſs, to work all 


wucleanveſs with greedneſs. 


When 


of delaymg Repentance. 


TEAS SIN 


When firſt we nibble at the Bait , 
or enter into bad courſes, our rea- 
ſon doth conteſt and remonſtrate a- 
ainſt it , faithfully repreſenting to 
us the folly, the uglineſs, the batc- 
neſs, the manifold 1]I conſequences 
of ſinning ; but that by continuance 
is mufiled fo as not to diſcern, or 
muzled ſo as not to declare ; yea, 
often is ſo debauched as to excule , 
to vow and maintain, yea, to ap- 
plaud and extol our miſcarriages. 

For a time a Man retaineth ſome 
courage , and a hope that he may 
repent ; but progreſs in fin diſpi- 
nteth and caſteth into deſpair ; whe- 
ther God be placable, whether him- 
ſelf be corrigible ; an apprehenſion 
concerning the length of the way , 
or the difficulty of the work dif- 
courageth, and deſpondency ren- 
dreth him heartleſs and careleſs to 
attempt it. There is no Man that 


"hath heard of God , who hath not 


at firſt ſome dread of offending him, 
and ſome diſſatisfaction in tranſgreſ- 
ling his will; it appearing to his 
| mi 
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Plal. 10. 4 
3S. 1. 


mind ( not yet utterly blinded and 
depraved ) a deſperate thing to 
brave his irreſiſtible Power, an ab- 
ſurd thing to thwart his infallible 
Wiſedom , a deteſtable thing to a- 
buſe his immenſt Goodneis; but 
obſtinacy in fin doth quaſh this 
conſcientious awe ; fo that at length 
God is not in all his thoughts , the 


fear of God is net bfore his eyes ; 


the Wrath of the Almighty ſeemcth 
a Bugbear, the fiercelt menaces 
of Religion ſound but as Rattics 
to him. 

As tor the gentle Whiſpers and 
Touches of Divine Grace, the mo- 
nitory Diſpenſations ot Providence, 
the good advices and whollome re- 
proots of Friends, with the like 
means of reclaiming ſinners ; theſe 
to Perſons ſettled on their lees, of 
fixed in bad cuſtome, are but as 
guſts of Wind bruſhing an old 
Oak, or as Waves daſhing on a 
Rock, without at all ſhaking or 
ſtirring it. 


Us 


Now 


me ©. Q. I 2 
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Now when any Perſon 15 come 
to this paſs, it muſt be hugely dit- 
ficult to reduce him ; to retrieve a 
dfloured Modeſty, to quicken a ja- 
ded Conſcience, to ſupple a callous 
Heart, to ferrle a battled Reaſon , 
to rear a dejeted Courage, to reco- 
ver a Soul miſerably benummed 
and broken, to its former vigour 
and integrity, can be no cafie mat- 
ter. 

The diſeaſes of our Soul no leſs 
than thoſe of our Body ; when once 
they are inveterate , 
they are become more 
incurable ; the longer mor. 


hard their cure will 
prove ; it we let them 
proceed far, we mult cer we can 


be rid of them, undergo a courſe of 


Phyſick very tedious and offenſive 
to us; many a rough Purge, many 
a fore Phlebotomy , inany an irk- 
lome Sweat we muſt endure. Yea 
farther, 

5, We 


—fruſtra meaicina paratur, 
Cum mala per longas :nvaluere 
Ovid. 


we forbear to apply *Paoy dn' agyps us crd frat 


due remedy, the more #=xis.,, 4 e5oivomy Jragu- 
Viv, 1 @esCalvsouy ard 
Greg. Naz. Orat. 26. 
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5. We may conſider, that by 
delaying to amend, to doe it may 
become quite impoſſible ; it may Jul 
be ſo in the nature of the thing, it Þan 
may be ſo by the will of God: Bd 
The thing may become naturally Jis] 
1mpoſlible; for vice by cuſtome no 
may pals irito nature, and prove fo fſ: 
congeneal, as if it were born with 
us; ſo that we ſhall propend to it 
as a ſtone falleth down, or as a 

"Ereidy tts OgeviTiy enms- {park flicti upward 
evvles PEPT4L x et, xvugt By foaking in Volup 

Tas Guroukurs ETLIAGE al + tuouſneſs we may be 

fri aint rim receer To transformed int 

Brutes, by ſleeping in 
malice ſo converted into Fiends, 
that we neceſianly ſhall act like 
creatures of that kind , into which 
we are degenerated ; and then no- 
wiſe without a downright Miracle 
are we capable of being reformed. 

Prov. 6.9. ow long , faith Solomon , wilt thou 
fleep, O Sluggard, when wilt thou 
ariſe out of thy ſleep > We may beſo 
often called on, and 'tis not eaſie to 
awaken us, when we are got into 4 

ſpiritu- 
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by | fpiritual ſlumber ; but when we are, ,., 

ay dead in treſpaſſes and fins, ſo that Apoc. 3 :. 

ay Jill breath of holy affeCtion is ſtopt, 1 Tim. 5. 6: 

it Band no ſpititual pulſe from our heart 

d: doth appear ; that all ſenſe of duty 

ly Bis loſt, all appetite to good doth fail, 

ne £ no ſtrength or activity to move 1n 

ſo 2 good courſe doth exert it ſelf; that 

th Jour good complexion is diſſolved, 

it J ind all our finer ſpirits are diſſipa- 

2d; that our mind is quite crazed, 

] : Jnd all its Powers are ſhattcred or 

p- ſpoiled, when thus, I ſay, we are 

be F ſpiritually dead, how can we rac 

to our ſelves, what beneath omnipo- 

in tency can effect it? as a ſtick, when Fanges cirius 

s, once 'tis dry and ſtiff, you may 772; ont 

ke Freak it, but you can never bend it indurucrune. 

ch into a ſtreighter poſture, ſo doth the G95]. 1: 3: 

0 Man become incorrigible, who is 

le Fkrtled and ſtiffned in vice. The 

d. Iain of habitual fin may ſink in fo 

ou fiep, and fo thoroughly tincture 

ou Fall our Soul, that we may be like 

ſo thoſe People, of whom the Propher 

aith, Can the Ethiopian change his Jer. 13. 23. 

kin, or the Leopard his ſpots ? then 
R may 
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may ye do good, that are accuſtomed 
fo eloe evil : Such an impoſlibilt 
ty may ariſe *from nature; one 
greater and more inſuperable may 
come trom God. ; 

To an eftectual repentance the 
{uccour of divine grace is neceſlary; 
but that 1s arbitrarily diſpenſed; 
the ſpirit bloweth where it liſteth, 
yet it liſteth wiſely, with regard 
both to the paſt behaviour, and 
preſent capacitics of Men ; fo that 
to ſuch who have abuſed it, and to 


ſuch who will not treat it well, | 


ſhall not be imparted : And can we 
be well aſſured, can we reaſonably 
hope, that aiter we by our preſump- 
tuous delays have put off God and 
dallied with his grace ; after that 
he long in vain hath waited to be 
gratious ; after that he hath endured 
fo many neglects, and ſo many re 
pulles trom us ; after that we fre 
quently have flighted his open 1n- 
vitations, and {mothered his kindly 
motions in us; in ſhort, after we 
fo unworthily have miſuſed tis 
. ; good- 
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of delaying Repentance. 131 Þ | 
1: goodneſs and patience, that he far- 'J} 
nel FEY will vouchſafe his grace ro us ? Ny 
a7 when we have forfeited it, when we oo nn 
have rejeed it, when we haveſpur- 7ze;org. * BY 
| ned and driven it away, can we Hb ro. 29, MY 
the . AuvaToy. it 
y.0| hope to recover it ? Heb. 6; 4. {-Y 
4.04 There is a time, a ſeafon, a day, _ 
th, allotted to us ; our day it is termed, ',,  * 
bg a day of Jalvation, the ſeaſon of our x Fo 697 
me viſitation, an acceptable time ; where- Jobn : TD 


bard 1M God freely doth exhibit grace, 
and preſenteth his mercy to us: 

_ if we let this day flip, the night Luke 19. 42. 
cometh when no man can work ; when 

bly the things belonging to our peace will Ha. 59. 10. 

be hidden from our eyes; when ( as 

ind} fie Prophet expreſſeth it ) we ſhall 

hath Cope for the wall like the blind, and 

bl fumble at noon-day as in the night, 

redif 914 be in deſolate places as dead men ; 

re-(| aſter thar day is ſpent, and that 

fre. | comfortable light is fer, a diſmal 

in-] fight of darknelfs, of cold, of dil-_ 

conſolateneſs will fucceed ; when Jer. rs. 6. 

well God being weary of bearing with i : 5 _ 
i Men doth utterly deſert them, and 2on. 1. 24, 

delivereth them over to a reprobate 25, 28. 

hae Kx mind * 
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The danger and miſchief ” 


mh 
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3: 


Rorn. 9g. 17. 


Heb. 13. 17. 
Matth. 25. 1c. 


Luke 13- 25. 


Prov. 1. 28. 


A 


mind ; when ſubtracting his gprati- 
ous direQion and aſliſtence, he gj- 
veth them over to their own hearts 
luſts, and to walk in their own couy- 
ſels; when they are brought to 
complain with thoſe in the Prophet, 


O Lord, why haſt thou made us to err. 


from thy ways, and hardned our heart 


from thy fear 2 when like Pharaoh 
they ſurvive only as objects of God's 
juſtice, or occaſions to glorify his 
power ; when like Eſau, they can- 
not find a place of repentance, 
although they ſeek it carefully with 
tears; when as to the fooliſh 
loitering Y irgins, the door of mercy 
is (but «pon them; when the maſter 
of the houſe doth riſe and ſhut the 
door, &c. when that menace of dr 
vine wiledom cometh to be execu- 
ted ; They ſhall call upon me, but I 
will not anſwer ; they jhall ſeek mt 
early, but they ſhall not find me for 
that they hated knowledge, and did | 
not chuſe the fear of the Lord; And 
if negleting our ſeaſon, and preſent 
means, we once fall into this ſtate, 


TT of delaying Repentance. 


. Apoſtle, ) which drinking up the rain, 


then is our caſe moſt deplorable ; 
we are dead Men irreverſibly doom- 
&, and only for a few moments 
reprieved from the ſtroak of final 
vengeance ; we are Tefſels of wrath Rom. g. 22. 


 ftted (or made up) for deſtruttion ; 


by a fatal blindneſs and obduration 
ſealed up to ruine ; we are like the 
terra damnata, that earth ( in the 
Kenmensule 

that cometh oft upon it, and bearing Heb. 6. 7,8. 
thorns and briars, is rejeted, and 1s 
nigh unto curſing, and whoſe end is to 
be burned. Wherefore according to 
the advice of the Prophet, Seek ye 1c. 55.6. 
the Lord, when he may be found, call 
ye upon him, while he 7s near. 

It is true, that God 1s ever ready 
upon our true converſion to receive 
vs into favour, that his arms are 
always open to embrace a fincere 
Penitent ; that he hath declared, 
whenever a wicked may turneth from Er. 18. 23. 
his wickedneſs, and doeth that which 


is right, he ſhall ſave his ſoul ative ; 


tat if we do waſh our ſelves, make xg, 2 


#s Clean, put away the evil of our do- 
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Joel 2. 13. 


Pal. 86. 5. 


Luke rs. 18. 


Thedd. 2. 

-: Judas (laith 
he there) was 
Capable of 
pardon. 


ings, and ceaſe to do evil, then ak 
though Oar {ans be as ſcarlet, they 
ſhall be white as fuow, though they be 
like crimſon they ſhall be as wool ; 
that if we rend our bearts, and turn 
unto the Lord, he is gratious and 
mercifull. and will repent of the evil; 
that God js good and ready to for- 


give, and plenteous in mercy unto all 


that call «pen him ; that whenever a 
prodigal Son with humble confeſl 
oi and hearty contrition for his ſin 
doth ariſe and go to bis father, he 
will embrace him tenderly, and en- 
tertain him kindly; that even 8 
profane Apoſlate, and a bloody 


= 7. Chryſ. ad Oppreſlour ( as Manaſſes ) a lewd 


Strumper ( as Magdalene ) a nots- 
ble Thick { as he upon the Crols ) 
a timorous Renouncer (as St. Peter) 
a furious Perſecutour C 

a ſtupid Idolater ( as all the Heathen 
World, when the Goſpel came to 
them, was ) the moſt heinous Sin- 
ner that ever hath been, or can be 


:\magined to be, if he be diſpoſed to 
repent, is capable of merey or” 
EE ecla* 


as St. Paul). 
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declarations and promiſes are infal- it 
libly true, thoſe inſtances peremp- q | 
torily do evince, that repentance is 'N 
never ſuper-annuated ; that if we j l 
can turn at all, we ſhall not turn li 
too late, that penttentia nunquam 4 | 
ſera, modo ſeria, is\ an irrefragable 


rule ; yet nevertheleſs delay is very 
unſafe ; for what aſſurance can we 
have, that God hereafter will ena- 
ble us to perform thoſe conditions 
of bewailing our fins, and forſaking 
them? have we not caule rather to 
fear that he will chaſtiſe our pre- 
ſumption by with-holding his Grace 2 
for although God faileth not to yield 
competent aids to Perſons who have 
not deſpiſed his goodneſs and long-ſuf- Rom. 2. 4, 
fering that leadeth them to repentance ; 
yet he that wiltully or wantonly 
loitereth away the time, and ſquan- 
dereth the means allowed him ; 
who refyuſeth to come when God 
alkth, yea woeth and courteth him 
' | to repentance, how can'he pretend 
- | to findſuch fayour 2 
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We might add, that ſuppoſing 
God in ſuper-abundance of mercy 
might be preſumed never tq with- || vt 
hold his grace; yet m_ his grace | we 
doth not work by irreſiſtible com- | no 
pulſion ; ſeeing the worſe qualified || no 
we are, the more apt we ſhall be to || cul 
croſs and defeat its operation ; ſee- || kt 
ing that we cannot hope that here- Þ| oc 
alter we ſhall be more fit than now || ly 
to comply with it : Yea, ſeeing we 
may be ſure, that after our hearts || arc 
are hardned by perſeverance in fin, || de 
we ſhall be more indiſpoſed thereto; || be 
we by delay of repentance do not | vl 
onely venture the forfeiture of di- || us, 
vine grace, but the danger of abu- || ve 
ſing it, which heinouſfly will aggra- || wi 
vate our guilt, and hugely augment || fu 
our punilnment. ' | ie 

We ſhould do well therefore moſt Þ| i 
{criouſly to regard the Apoſtle's ad- 
Heb. 3. 33, Mmonition ; Exhort oze another to day, 

| while it is cafed to day, leſt any of 
you be hardned by the deceitfulneſs 
of fin: Now that we find our ſelves 
invited to repent, now that we ap- ' 
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prehend ſo much reaſon for it; |! 
now that we feel our hearts ſome- [| 
what enclined thereto ; now that 
we have time in our hands, and are 
not barr'd from hopes of mercy ; i! 
now that it is not extremely diffi- vT || 
cult, or not abſolutely impoſlible, - ul 
kt us in God s name lay hold on the 
occaſion, let us ſpeedily and earneſt- 
ly ſet upon the work. Farther yer, 

6. We ſhould conſider, that we 
are mortal and frail, and thence any 
dfigns of future reformation may 
be clipt off, or intercepted by death ; 
which is always creeping towards 
us, and may for all we can tell be 
= near at hand. You ſay you 
will repeht to morrow ; but are you 
ſure.you ſhall have a morrow to re- 
pent in 2 have you an hour in your 
band, or one minute at your diſpo- 
al? have you a leaſe PE es 1 > Ws 
to ſhew for any term uz, pu craft inum Fc 
of life ? can YOu claim promiſes. Greg. in Evang. Hom, 
jr reckon upon the 
faſt portion of time without his 
7 kave, who beſtoweth life, and = 
Bngas ct 
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eth out rime, and ordereth all things 
as he pleaſerh > Can you any-wile 
deſcry rhe juſt meaſure of your days, 
or the bounds of your appointed time 
without a ſpecial revelation from 
him, 7» whoſe hands is your breath; 
and with whom alone the number of 


your months is regiſtred > Boaſt not 


thy ſelf of to morrow, for thou knoweſt 
not what a day may bring forth, faith 
the Wiſe-man: boaſt not of it, that 
is, do not pretend it to be at thy dil- 
poſal, preſume not upon any thi 

that may befall therein ; for whill 
thou preſumeſt thereon, may it not 
be {aid unto thee, as to the rich Pro- 


oe” * Luke 12. 16. jeftour in the Goſpel, * Thou feel, 


this night (ball thy ſoul be required of 
thee. Doth not, ſeluding hidden de- 
crees, every Man's lite hang upon a 
thread very flender and frail? is it 


Not ſubject to many diſeaſes lurking 


within, and. to a thouſand' accidents 
flying about us? how. many, that 
might have promiſed themſelves as 
fair (cope as we can, have been un- 


expeRedly ſnapt away 2 How many 
> 7 have 
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have been cropt in the flower of 
their age and vigour of their 
ſtrength 2 Doth not every day pre- 
ſat experiments of ſudden death 2? 'N 
Do we not continually ſee that ob- = 
ſervation of the Preacher verified, May Eccles. 9. 1: il || 
troweth not his time ; as the fiſhes ul 
that are taken in an evil net, and as 
the birds are caught in the ſnare, ſo 
are the ſous of men ſnared in an evil 


time, when it cometh ſud- 
denly upon them 2 Old 
men are ready to 
drop of themſelves, 
nd -young men are 


aſfily bruſhed or ſha- 
kendown ; the former 


viſibly ſtand upon the brink of 
Eernity, the latter walk upon a 
bottomleſs Quag, into which una- 
wares they may ſlump ; who then 
an any-wiſe be ſecure 2 We are all 
therefore highly concerned to uſe 
 our-liſe, While we have it; tocatch 
(the firſt opportunity, leſt all oppor- 
unity forſake us; to cut off our 
aging; leſt our ſelves be cut off 
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before it : And that the rather, be- 
cauſe by laviſhing, or miſemploy- 
ing our preſent time, we may loſe 
the future, provoking God to be- | 
reave us of it; for as prolongation 
of time is a reward of Piety ; as to 
obſervance of the Commandments 
it is promiſed, Length of days, and 
long life, and peace ſhall be added 
wnto thee; ſo being immaturely 
ſnatched hence is the puniſhment 
awarded to impious practice; o it 
is threatned that Evil men [ball be 
cut off; that bloody and deceifull men 
ſhall not live out half their days ; 
that God will wound the head of his 
enemies, and the hairy ſcalp of ſuch 
an one as goeth on ſtill in bis wicked- 
eſs : the very being unmindfull of 
their duty is the cauſe, why men 
are thus ſyrpriſed ; for, If, ſaith God, 
thou doſt not watch, I ſhall come upou 
thee as a thief, aud thou ſhalt not 
know when I come upon thee. And 
if ( ſaith our Lord ) that ſervant 
doth fay in bis heart, my Lord de- 
layeth his coming, &c. The fd s 
487 that 
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farth, and in thy ſecurity ſhalt thou be 
| deftroy ed, and periſh in the day of 


that ſervant will come in a day, when 

he looketh not for him, &c. |; 
If then it becertain, that we muſt '0 

render a ſtri accompt of all our {8 

doings here ; if by reaſon of our 

fail nature and ſlippery ſtate, it be 

uncertain when we ſhall be ſummo- 

ned thereto ; if our negligence may 

aridge and accelerate the term, is 

it not very reaſonable to obſerve 

thoſe eas ye our py, Watch, Monk os 13 

or ye do mot Know the day, nor the y Fi” __ 

oy when the ſon of WK cometh ; Luke © hs 

Take heed to your ſelves, leſt any time 3% 

your heart be overcharged with ſur- 

feiting and drunkenneſs, and cares of 

this Fife and ſo that day come upon 

You unawares : Let your loins be gir- 

ded abour, and your lamps burning, 

and ye your ſelves like men, that wait 

for your Lord : And totakethe coun- 

el of the Wiſe-man, Make no tarry- Ecclus. 5. 5. 

ng to turn unto ine Lord, aud put 

wt off from day to day; for ſuddenly 


ſhal the wrath of the Lord come 
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Theſe conſiderations plainly dy 
ſhew how very fooliſh, how &. 
tremely dangerous and deſtructive 
the procraſtinating our reformation 
of life is: there are ſome others off — 
good mornent, which we ſhall re- 
ferve. I 
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SERMON IV. 


The Danger and miſ- 
chief of delaying 
Repentance. 


—_———— 


PSALM CXIX. 60. 


I made hafte, and delayed not to 
| Keep thy Commandments. 


Proceed to the Conſiderations 
which yet remam to be ſpo- 
n to. | 
1. We may conſider the cauſes 
of telay in this caſe ( as in all ca- 
es of moment) to be bad and un- 
Forthy of a Man : What can they 
| be but either ſtupidity, that we do © 
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The danger and miſchief | 
not apprehend the importance : of 
the aff zir; or improvidence that we 
do not attend to the danger of per- ſting 
ſiſting in ſin ; or negligence that we ſun 
do not mind our concernments; or fe c 
'Arxias Te7- ſloth that keepeth us from rowſing 2, 
my _ and beſtirring our ſelves in purſa: app! 
ance of what appeareth expedient ; ge 
or faint-heartedneſs and cowardize, iti 
that we dare not attempt to erols ppc 
our appetite, or out faricy ; all hits 
which diſpoſitions are very baſe and ble: 
| ſhamefull : It is the prerogative of Ih, « 
Arimalbec pre- humane nature to be ſagacious in fÞkſs) 
widun;, ſagax, 
Cic. de leg. 1, Eſtimating the worth, and provi- Wiey 
ay Cic: de fc. 1. dent in deſcrying the confequences ſine | 
w of things ; whereas other creatures, ran, 
by impulſe of ſence, do onely fix fi fc 
theirregard on preſent appearances ; ſi ſto 
which peculiar excellency by ſtupi- kid 
dity and improvidence we forfeit; nde 
degenerating into brutes ; and neg- kicm 
ligence of that, which we diſcern ſha 
mainly to concern us is a quality fs \ 
ſomewhat beneath thoſe, dry | 
vs below beaſts, which | 


charged with ſuch a fault; 4 


| of delaying Repentance. 


' ho [els deſpicable, rendring a man 
it for nothing ; nor 1s there any 
ing commonly more reproachtull 

han want of courage : ſo bad are 

x cauſes of delay. 

2. And the effects are no leſs un- 
appy, being diſappointment, da- 
wage, trouble and ſorrow : As ex- 
edition ( catching advantages and 
pportunities, keeping the ſpirit up 
its heat and vigour, making for- 
ble impreflions where-ever it light- 


th, driving on the current of fuc- 
xs) doth ſubdue buſineſs, and ar-. 
bicve great exploits ( as by practi- 


re his Motto, to defer nothing, 4- 
- I fe $ EaarnbulC. 
Succeſſus urgers 
ſuos, inſtare, 


t ſtory ; and Ca@ſar more by the Gs. Luc. 1. 


txander did accompliſh thoie migh- 
7 feats which make ſuch a clatcer 


pdyuickneſs and forwardnels of 
ndertaking, than by the greatnets 
Fcourage, and skiltulneſs of con 
R, did work out thoſe enterpri- 
s, which purchaſed ro his Name 
d much glory and re- 


ownels do ſpoil all Philip. 6. 
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buſineſs, 


inJyy ava- 


Pleriſque in rebus thrditas & 
delay and procraſtinatie odioſa eft. Cic. 
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buſineſs, do keep off ſucceſs at di 
ſtance from us, thereby opportunity 
8 ae is loſt, and advantage 
GTA = acie. Hel. ſlip away 3; Our Courage 
Dam deliberamus quande in== Coth flag, and our ſp 
cipiendum eſt, incipere jam ſe 15x. [anpuiſheth; © 
mn er endeavours ſtrike faint 
ly, and are eaſily repelled ; whens 
diſappointment - neceſlarily dotiff 

{pring, attended with vexation. 

3- Again, we may conſider, th 

to {et upon our duty is a great ſte 

toward the performance of it ; if 

can reſolve well, and a little pull 

forward, we - ins my way ti 

9s ns diſpatch; fo a(t 
bod ail yer bo. 1 1610 hve balfden 
Mbyoy ex» 6456 9 to fer out, is a goo 
la g's c. Chryſ. Tom. 6. part of the journey 
T8 ooggis x) dvoxgrlew- tO rife betimes I oft 
Tor Tere. #7" 74 Jonviras ner harder than to dc 
EHfavrai © fiond's x, 3 mey- | 
Svpwy anc cw T7 weravolag. 16. all the days work 3 
F-79- tring the Town, 1s: 
- moſt the ſame with taking it; it F- 

{o in all buſineſs, ir is chiefly ſo of 

moral praftice: For if we can lng: 
in our hearts to take our leaveaf fu 
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if we can diſengage 


in Sept. Sev. 
but get over the threſhold, of ver- 


tyous converſation, we ſhall find the 
reſt beyond expectation ſmooth and 
expedite; we ſhall diſcover ſuch 
Feauty in vertue, we ſhall taſt fo 
much ſweetneſs in obedience as 
greatly will encourage us to pro- 


Y-ceed therein. 


4. Again, we may conſider, thar 


our time it ſelf is a gift, or a talent 


committed to us, for the improve- 
ment whereof we are reſponſible no 


FT {$ than for our Wealth, our Power, 


'onr Credit, our Parts, and other 


fuch advantages, wherewith for the 


#rving of God, and furthering our 
"own {alvation we are intruſted : To Eph. 5. 16. 


"4 Honeſftas, qua principie axxia F 
our ſelves fr om tne petur, Wy, contigerit, _ IS 
XY witcheries of preſent tati luxurieque habetur. Vitt. | 


I allurement ; if we can 


redeem the time is a Precept; andof © + 5: 


ll Precepts the moſt neceſſary to 


.& be obſerved, for rhat without re- 


"teeming ( that is embracing and 
"yell employing) time we can do 
"Adthiog well; no good action can 


3 


: = —_— - oY is Ie Wear Eortets 7 eo TEIN ale AASA Na Cota > 2, 
ak PE ye DET WOOTEN A» oe TEL A IA FEE DEE oe ar OS EO EE CE BE DN es A Ape bs 
EE Ee Ie rot Bf Eo EF TEES Fes Hen 8 Gol 2 per eee os Re CE Cn ot MS SEA ET I I En eo Op See AL PN ; 
TOORe”"N- FEES WS 4s Set, XPS a Inge TIE We Is PEAS IAL BOLL ED Er ne Fo ; 5 he TEE X - : 7 : ; ONE ELD DEST FRED 
Br Of, WES WF : X 
s ' 
LS 
__ 
CO ED 
es * 
TI X 7 7 
£ 
& 
z 


be performed, no good reward can 
be procured by us: Well may we 
be adviſed to take our beſt care in $['*V* 

husbanding it, ſeeing juſtly of all {\"* 

things it may be reckoned moſt pre-ſ[iÞ 

TIxwradzs tious ; its price being ineſtimable, 
Toy ardaaue and jts Joſs irreparable ; for all the 
World cannot purchaſe one Moment 

of it more than is allowed us, neither 

can it, when once gone, by any 

means be recovered: So much in- 

deed as we ſave thereof, ſo much 

we preſerve of our {elves ; and ſofar 

as we loſe it, fo far in effect we ſhy 

our ſelves, or deprive our ſelves 0 

lite ; yea by miſpending it we do 

worle than ſo; for a dead ſleep, or 

a ceſſation from being, is not ſo bad 

as doing ill ; all that while we live 

backward, or decline toward a ſtate 

much worſe than annihilation it (elf 

Farther 

5. Conſider, that of all time the 

Omisgue preſent is ever the beſt for the pur 
 wentura ſunt in poſe of amending our lite ; It 1s KY 


incerto facent, 


procixue vive. Onely {ure time, that which we have 
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in | vhereas the paſt time is irrevocably 
je Boone from us; and the future may 
in never come to us: It is abſojutely 
il pr fromour becoming fen- 
e ible of things, and accomptable for 
our actions) the beſt, as to our ca- 
ncity of improving it ; 
(Optima queque dies miſers mortalibns avi Virg. Geerg. 3. 
Prima fugit 
Our beſt days do firſt paſs away, 
vas truly faid; the nearer to its 
hFfource our life is, the purer it is 
ar from ſtain, the freer from clogs, the 
more ſuſceptive of good impreſſions, 
the more vivid and brisk in its ai- 
nity ; the farther we go on, eſpeci- 
aly in a bad courſe, the nearer we 
reepe to the dregs of our life ; the 
more dry, the more ſtiff, the more 
fopgiſh we grow ; delay therefore 
Goth ever ſteal away the flower of 
our ape, leaving us the bran and- 
> tfuſe thereof. ' Again, 
rj 6. If :at any time we do reflet 
eſpaieway unprofitably from us, it 
will ſeem more than enough, and 
_ L3 (if 
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(if we conſider well ) it will be 
grievous to us to loſe more; the 
morrow will ſeem too late to com- 
mence a good life ; 2atre; 6 maze 
7.8 nimis vi- Anus; yelro., The time paſt of Our 
66.57% wh life ( faith St. Peter ) may ſuffice us 
Mart. 1. 16. 0 have wrought the will of the Gew 
1Pct.4 3- tiles, or to have continued in ill 
courſes ; more indeed it might than 
ſuffice ; it ſhould be abundantly too 
much to have imbezilled fo large 4 
portion of our pretious and irrepe- 
rable time : After we have ſlept in 
| neglect of our duty, ex id) $94 
| Rom. 13. 11. Ouwjey, it is ( as St. Paul ſaith) ww 
=. high time to awake, unto a vigilant 
obſervance thereof : this we ſhall 
the rather do, if we confider, that 
7. For illliving now we ſhall 
come hereafter to be ſorry, if not 
with a wholſome contrition, ye 
with a painfull regret ; we ſhall cer- 
tainly one day repent, if not of ourf 
fin, yet of our fanning ;; if not fo as 
to corre& for the future, yet 0 as 
to condemn our {elves ;for ; what Ss . 
paſt :' the conſideration of +our bf 
f > TO 
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be | ving facrilegiouſly robb'd our Ma- 
he || ker of the time due to his fervice ; 
m- Þ| of our having injuriouſly defrauded 
24 | our ſouls of the opportunities gran- 
wr | ted to ſecure their welfare; of our 
« | having profuſely caſt away our moſt 
pretious hours of life upon vanity 
and folly, will ſome time twitch us 
ſorely. There is no man who doth 
not with a ſorrowfull eye review an 
il-paſt life ; who would not gladly 
recall his miſpent time ; O mihz pre- 
terizos ! O that God would reſtore 
my paſt years to me, is every ſuch 
Man's Prayer, although it never was 
heard, never could be granted unto 
any. And what is more inconſi- 
ſtent with wiſedom, than to e E 
our ſelves upon making ſuch inefie- 
Qual and fruitleſs wiſhes? What is 
more difagreeable to reaſon, than to 
 dothat, for which we muſt be for- 
ved to confeſs and call our ſelves 
fools? What Man of ſenſe for a flaſh 
Fa tranſitory me, for a {nds ; 
- Fain repute, ior a1ew Icraps ' 
 Pelf would plunge himſelfintoſach's | 
| gulf of anguiſh? L 4 8F.Qn 
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8. On the contrary, 
it laying hold on occa- 
ſion, we ſet our ſelves 

to do well, reflexton thereon will 
yield great ſatisfaction and pleaſure 
to us; we ſhall be glad that we have 
| done, and that ys task 1s over; 
| 00 all enjoy our for- 
_ roceore ON f mer life; Our time 
{| Pivere bir, wita poſſe prive which 1s ſo paſt wall 
| Frei. Mart. 10. 23- not yet be loſt unto 
us ; but rather it will be moſt {e- 
curely ours, laid up beyond the 
reach of danger, in the repoſitory 
Þ of a good conſcience. 
I. Rom. 2. 9. Again, all our time of conti- 
Wu nuance in ſin we do treaſure «p 
wrath, or accumulate guilt ; and the 


Ille ſapit aviſquis, Pothume, 
wixit hers, Mart. 5.60. 


Quam magns Our repentance ; the more bitter the 
a9, 565M ſorrow, the more low the hpthbling, 
defleamus, &-c. the more earneſt the deprecation re- 
_ 4: La?7- quiſite to obtain pardon : the broa- 
= der and deeper the ſtain is, the more 
waſhing is needfull to get it out; if 
we fin much and long, We. muſt 
grieve anſwerably, or we ſhall-be-no 
tit-ohjeQs of mercy. | x6, Ang 
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larger our guilt is, the ſorer muſt be 
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numents thereof will 
abide. We hall eter- 
nally be obliged to cry 
peccav? ; although the 
puniſhment may be re- 
mitted, the deſert of it 
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10. And when-ever the fin is par- | | | 
doned, yet indelible marks and mo- | 


Pans poteſt demi, culpa peren- | 
nis erit. Ovid. ro BT; 
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cannot be removed ; a *?7 

ſcar from it will ſtick in our fleſh ; 
which ever wHl deform us; a tang 
of it will ſtay in our memory, which 
always will be diſguſtfull ; we ſhall 
never reflect on our miſcarriages 
without ſome confuſion and hor- 
rour ; inceſſantly we ſhall be liable 
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fruit had ye of thoſe things, whereof 
Je are now aſhamed 2 If therefore we 
could reaſonable preſume, yea if we 
could certainly foreſee, that we 
ſhould hereafter in time repent, yet 
| it were unadviſably to perſiſt in ſin, 
- ſeeing it being once eodhmined can 
.- never be reverſed ; never expunged 
| rom the regiſters of time, never 
| Gaſhed out from the tables of BE 
FE EIGs mind 
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mind and memory ; but will perpe- 
tually reſt as matter of dolefull con- 
ſideration, and of tragical ſtory to 
us. Then ſhalt thou remember thy 
ways, and be aſhamed. That thou 
mayſt remember and be confounded, 
and never open thy mouth any more 
becauſe of thy ſhame, when I am pa- 
cified toward thee for all that thou 
haſt done, ſaith the Lord God: Then 
ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, 
and your doings that were not good, 
and ſhall loath your ſelves in your own 
fight, for your iniquities, and for your 
abominations. 

11. Again, ſo much time as we 


ſpend in diſobedience, ſo much of* 


reward we do forfeit ; for commen- 
ſurate to our works ſhall our re- 
wards be ; the fewer our good works 


are in the courſe of our preſent life, - 


the ſmaller ſhall be the meaſures of 


joy, of glory, of felicity diſpenſed 


to us hereafter; the later conſe- 
Pn we repent, the leſs we ſhall 
happy : One far ( faith the A4ps- 
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and of all ſtars, thoſe in tlic celeſtial Ci 
ſphere will thine brighteſt, who did d | 
ſoon riſe here, and continued long 
by the luſtre of their good works 
to glorify their heavenly Father ; 
for the path of the juſt is as the ſhi- Prov. 4-18, 
wng light, that ſhineth more and more 
unto the perfeft day. While therefore 
we ſet our intereſt lie dead by lin- 
gring, or run behind by ſinfull 
practice, we are very bad husbands 
for our ſoul; our ſpiritual eſtate 
doth thereby hugely ſuffer ; every 
minute contracteth a damage that 
runneth through millions of ages, 
and which therefore will amount 
to an immenſe ſumm: And who 
for all the pleaſures here would. 
forego one degree of bliſsfull joy 
hereafter ; who for all earthly ſplen- 
dours would exchange one ſpark of 
celeſtial glory ; who for all the trea- 
fures below would let flip one gem 
out of his heavenly crown? 
. 12. Farther, let us conſider that 
| Whatever our age, whatever- our 
condition or caſe be, the advice not 


ta 


G 


# 
' Sub pedagogo 
| caperis lice , 
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Marr. 8. 44. 


] 


Prov. 22.6. 


to procraſtinate our obedience is ve- 
ry ſutable and uſefull. 

Art thou young? then it is moſt 
proper to enter upon living well. 
For when we ſet out, we ſhould be 
put in a right way ; when we be- 
gin to be Men, we ſhould begin to 
uſe our reaſon welt; life and vertue 
ſhould be of the ſame ſtanding 
what is more ugly than a Child, 
that have learnt little, having learnt 
to do ill ; than naughtineſs ſpring- 
ing up in that ſtate of innocence ? 
the foundation of goo life is to be 
laid in that age, upon which the 
reſt of our life is built ; for this is the 
manner of our proceeding ; the pre- 
ſent dependeth always upon what is 
paſt; our praCtice is guided in noti- 
ons that we had ſucked in, is ſway- 
ed by inclinations that we got be- 
fore ; whence uſually our fir{t judg- 
ments of things, and our firſt pro- 
penſions to ſtretch their influence 
upon rhe whole future life. 7rain ap a 
child in the way he ſhould go,and when 


faith the Wiſe-man. 
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he is old he will not depart frum it; 
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That age as it 1s 


moſt liable to be cor- — Nature tenaciſini ſumss o- Wh 
rum qua rrdibus annis percipie 

. Sie Quint. 1. 1. 

is moſt capable of be-  Diffcuter eraditur goed _y 


Ing imbued with ver- des animi perbiberunt. 


rupted by vice, ſo it ,,,, 


: Lztam. 
tue : then nature is {oft 


and pliable, ſo as eaſily to be moul- 
ded into any ſhape, ready to admit 
any ſtamp impreſſed thereon ; then 
the mind is a pure table, in which 
good principles may be fairly en- 

aven, Without raiſing out any 
tormer 1ll prejudices ; then the heart 
being a ſoil free of weeds, the ſeeds 
of goodneſs being caſt therein will 
undiſturbedly grow and thrive ; 
then the complexion being tender 
will eaſily be ſet into 


int. 75. 


Iiquour therefore may Quo ſemel oft imbuts recens || 
be inſtilled, which will ſervabit odorem Tefts diu. 


Hor. Es. 1. 2. '# 


both fit it,.. and ſeaſon 

it with a durable tinQure; the ex- 

tream curioſity and huge credulity 

| of that age, as they greedily, will 
b, ſwallow 


. Ut corpora ad quoſdam mens- it | 
: right poſtur cs Our zorwn flexus wo zifi tenerg | 
foul is then a Veſſel: non poſſune, fic animes ad plera-| 


: ; | 
empty and ſweet; good ok duriores robur ipſum facit. || 


er, ad 


. 
8 


c 


k 
| 


; 


5 ET 
CI oy "4 
" Sha 
4 IE % 


$2 OI Me #4 TS PETS. RES 5 IEEE es Gs - 28 NITs : EE EK OE Ee IE Wy % oh 7 gy: ED) 46 F; NON Y R oh Eg EOSIN SE _ bes A ETA FIIITY he 6# $1 
ET IN 4” Fake : > ; 1 4 : t 
Sag | < 
i » WIE" a \ - 1 
EE EE enema 
bd o 
: 1 er and mijchie 
7 
2 
Gy 
; LES F Ms hh = ""IEFS. PY CEE Re On ro —_—_ PS 
I II eter n——ments. 


ti 


ſwallow any, ſo will they admit 
good inſtruction. If we do then 
unbibe falſe conceptions, or have 
bad impreſſions made on our minds, 
it will be hard afterwards to expell, 
or to corre them. Paſſion is then 
very fluid and moveable, but not 
being impetvouſly determined any 
way, may ealily be derived into the 
right chanel. Then the quickneſs 
of our wit, the briskneſs of our fan- 
cv. the freſhneſs of our memory, 
the vigour of our affeions, the 
luſty and aQtive mettle of our ſpirits 
: being applied 5 vertuous ſtudies 
FS... .. - . - , and endeavours, will 
” Sin ht neg rr "ir produce moſt noble 
ow,” £0Atgvy, < Tad 65> fruits ; the beauty of 
Tio dn gears. Chryſ. ard: ©: hich will adorn us, 
the ſweetneſs will pleaſe us, fo as 
to leave on our minds a perpetual 
reliſh and ſatisfaction in goodnels. | 
Then being leſs encombred with 
the cares, lels intangled in the per- 
plexities, leſs expoſed to the temp- ||_ 
_ tations'of the World and fecular AF | 
_ fairs, we can more eaſily fer forth, F 
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. | we may proceed more expeditely in 
; | good courſes. Then being void of 
| that ſtinging remorſe, which doth 
adhere to reflexions upon paſt fol- 
lies, and miſpent time, with more 
courage and alacrity we may pro- 
ſecute good undertakings ; then be- 
, | ginning ſo ſoon to embrace vertue, 
| we ſhall have advantage with more 
kiſfure, and more eaſe to poliſh and 

it through our enſuing courſe . 
of life ; ſetting out ſo early, in the 
| very morning of our age, without 
much ſtraining, marching on ſoftly 
and fairly, we may go through ou» 

\ | journey to happineſs. 

| Our actionsthen are the firſt fruits 

of our life, which therefore are fit .£ 

- and due facrifices to our Maker ; -} 

| which if we do withdraw, we ſhall : 

have nothing left ſo worthy or ac- 

ceptable to preſent unto him ; will 

it be ſeemly to ofter him the dregs 

and refuſe of our age ; ſhall we not 

| be aſhamed to bring a crazy temper 

_ of body and foul, dry bones and de- 

. ayed lenſes ; a dull fancy, a trea- 
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cherous memory, a ſluggiſh ſpirit | 
before him? ſhall we then when we | 4 
are fit for little begin to undertake | te 
his ſervice? with our decrepid limbs | v 
and waſted ſtrength thall we ſet our | to 
ſelves to run the ways of his com- I te 
mandments 2 " 

As it is uncomfortable to think of J ih 
being parſimonious, when our ſtock | r 
is almoſt gone; ſo it is to become | ye 
thrifty of our life, when it comes | thc 
near the bottom. Acv1 &; TvIus- 
1 geo. (a 

It we keep innocency, ſpend our |h 
youth well, ic will yield nnexpreſ(- | yok 
ſible comfort to us; it will fave us [us 
much ſorrow, it will prevent many Þ1s« 
inconveniences to us: If we have [he 
ſpent it ill, it will yield us great JJ; 
diſpleaſure, it will coſt us much Jevi 
pains ; we ſhall be forced ſadly to F 
bewail our folly and vanity therein; J» 
it will be bitter to ſee, that we muſt 
unlive our former life, 8nd undoe 
all we have done ; that we muſt re- [hea 
nounce the Principles we have a- | 
Yowed, we mult root out: the oa he 


of delaying Repentance. 


—_ CE Es 4 ae Aa " OR Eee " OTST q 6 " 

_ paged ttt one 5 ER, aides 1 OS role Ve org x 0p real blie CHeS CS ES: 64 n Ie 

AG EE Re EE Cn SS SA EE ee INT, EO 2 # TS NO 9” Pe OS 
IIS EIS ont I SERTS I LIES Ars ] 1 [1 


bits we have planted, we muſt for- 

fake the Paths which we have bea- 

ten and fo long trode in, if ever we 

will be happy ; it will be grievous 

to us, when we come with pent- 

tential regret to deprecate, Lord re- py. x5. -. 

member not the fins of my youth ; we 

ſhall feel fore pain, when our hores Tov +0. r; 

are full of the fins of our youth. ana 

we come to poſſeſs the iniquities 1; 26. 

thereof. 

It is therefore good PE 

(as the Pr ophet ſaith ) Fingit oF PR Aecilem _ 

that a man bear the rwice Magiſter 

yoke 4s be 5 you th, when * Ire viam, quam a tn £QUES,o= 

tis neck is tender; it 

is excellent advice which the Prea- 

cher giveth, Remember thy Creatour Eccl. 12. 1. 

in the days of thy youth, while the 

evil days come not, and the years 

draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay T have 

” pleaſure in them. 

ariſftetle faith, that Aro. 
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[young men are not ft , jxoans 5 ri@-* drugs: 

bearers of moral do- 5 mor 7 + Glior wggfuoy :- 
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enced in affairs of life ; and becasſe 
they are apt to follow their paſſions, 
which indiſpoſe to hear with fruit or 
profit ; but his concluſion is 'falls 
and his reaſons may be well 
turned againſt him; for becauſe 
young men want experience, there- 
fore is there no bad prejudice, no 
contrary habit to obſtru their em- 
bracing ſound dodtrine ; becauſe 
their paſſions are vehement and 
ſtrong, therefore being rightly or- 
dered, and ſet upon good objeds 


they with great force will carry 


them to vertuous praqtice ; that in- 
deed is the beſt time to regulate and 
rame Paſſions; as Horſes muſt be 
broken when they are Colts, Dogs 
muſt be made when they are Whelps, 
elſe they will never be brought to 
any thing. The Poet therefore ad- 
viſed better than the Philoſopher, 


——z#nc dbibe paro 
Pefore verba puer, nunc te melioribus offer ; 


and St. Paul plainly doth confute | 
him, when he biddeth Parents tof : 
educate their children in the wartureÞ hi 
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and admonition of the Lord; when he 'l 
chargeth 7itzs, that he exhort young Tit. 2.6, 
men to be ſober-minded; when he 
"commendeth 7imothy, for that he 2 Tim. +. 22, 
had 227d Beipss from his infancy * Tim, 3. r5. 
hrown the Holy Scriptures ; Sodoth 
the P/almift, when he faith, Where- Pal. r19. g. 
with ſhall a young man cleanſe hu way ? 
by taking heed according to thy word. 
And Solomon, when he declareth Prov. :. 4 
that his moral Precepts did ſerve to 
give ſubtilty to the fimple, to the 
Joung man Gaoteder and diſcretion ; | 
when he biddeth us to frat «up 4 Pris, rg. 
thild in the way he ſhould go; St. Pe- 1 Per. 2. | 
ter doth intimate the ſame, when 
| he biddeth us, 4s new born babes to 
 defire the fincere milk of the word ; 
and our Saviour, when he ſaid, Suf- Luke 18. 16. 
fer little children to come unto me, 
for of ſuch is the kingdom of God ; that 
_ is the more ſimplicity and inno- 
cence a Man is endued with, the 
more apt he is to embrace and com- 
- Ply with the Evangelical Doctrine: 
"Ariſtotle therefore was out, when ' 
& be would exclude young men from 
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the Schools of Vertue. It is obſer- | , 
vable that he contradifteth him- | ; 
Eth. 2.2. felf ; for 'Ov wixeg» tzolect m Src | |, 
# Src, tuIus Cu viay 225A, ane | ( 
TTuAjARODAU,  MANNW J To ray, It is 0 
( ſaith he ) of no ſmall concernment to || | 
e from youth accuſtomed thus or thus, | (| 
yea 'tis very much, or rather all: || (| 
And how ſhall a young man be ac- | ( 
cuſtomed to do well, if he be not || ;; 

allowed to learn what is to be 
done ? p 
Again, are we old? it is then fy 
- high time to begin ; we have then | þ 
=" lets time to ſpare from our moſt im- | þ 
portant buſineſs ; we ſtand then in | «& 
moſt imminent danger, upon the | 
edge of perdition, and ſhould there- | y, 
fore be nimble to skip out thence; a 
our forces being diminiſhed, our | jr 
quickneſs and induſtry ſhould be | | 
encreaſed ; the later we ſet out, the | g 

more ſpecd it beho- 
Ru facere Jolent qui ſeriww veth us to make. If Þ 
Ep. 63. w7 __ Pn we ſtay » WC ſhall grow I th 
Apoc. 3. 2. EniecZor rw ave. COntinually more in- | & 
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r= | amend, it will be too late, when 
i- | utter decrepitneſs and dotage have 
« | ſcriſed upon us; and our body doth 
Z | furvive our ſoul. When ſo much 
's || of our time, of our parts, of our 
'0 | ſtrength are fled, we ſhould husband 
'5 | thereſt to beſt advantage, and make 
| the beſt ſatisfaction we can unto 

God, and unto our ſouls with the 


Xt | remainder. 
« This age hath ſome non 7218 grandior atas 
= Que fug iamus habet — Ovid. 


peculiar advantages , H wiv 38 vebrus mAdyes 
a J which we ſhould em- xymonu parmulip, wud 
brace ; the froth of <2; "v, mucins 2ere 
- | humours 1s then boil- wwe <4 x5/parTEv T4; Twy he 
n Jed out, the fervours 71<95979r 5 ab Pn pos 

8 vor TY þ T MAIUGE CÞ- 

© [of luſt are flaked, 7,90 erpanuig.Chryſiom.6. 
- | paſſions are allayed, 0r-:. 38. 
3 | appetites are flatted; fo that then 
r | inclinations to ſin are not ſo vio« 
C | kent, nor doth the enjoyment there- 
© | of fo much gratify. * 
- | Long experience then hath diſco- 
It Þ vered the vanity of all worldly 
V | things, and the miſchief of:iff cour- 
ks; ſo that we can then hardly ad- 
mire any thing, or be fond of en- 
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joying what we have found unpra- : 
ſitable or hurtfull. | 
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Age is excuſed from compliance | 
with the faſhions, and thence much | . 
exempted from temptations of the | | 
World ; ſo that \it may be good | | 
without obſtacle or oppoſition. | 

It is proper thereto to be grave || ! 
and ſerious, and conſequently to be || | 
yertuous ; for gravity without ver- || ! 
tue and ſeriouſneſs about vain things | | 
are ridiculous. | 

; 
, 
| 
{ 


Nothing doth ſo adorn this ape 
4 as goodneſs, nothing doth ſo dit- 
| Prov. 16. 3:. grace it as wickedneſs; The hoary 
% head is a crown of glory, if it be 
found in the way of righteouſneſs ; 
| but it is a mark of Infamy, it it be 
obſerved proceeding in a courſe of 
iniquity, it ſignifieth that experience 
hath not improved it, it argueth in- | | 
corrigible folly, 'or rather incurable | 
madneſs therein. > 
"There is indeed no care, no em- | 
ployment proper for old Men but | ' 
repare for their diſſohition ; to] + 
adieu tq the World with] 


: > vw, b : 
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to be fitting them 
" that ſtate into which they are tum- 
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' its vain Pomps and - miſchievous 


Pleaſures ; to be packing up their 
Goods, tobe caſting their Accompts, 


elves to abide in 


bling, to appear at that Bar, before 

which ſuddenly nature 'will ſet 

them. As a Ship, which hath long 

been toſt and weather-beaten, which 

is ſhattered in its timber, and hath 

loſt much of its rigging, ſhould do 
nothing in that cafe but work ta- 

ward the Port, there to find its 

ſafety and caſe; ſo ſhould a Man, 

who having paſt many ſtorms and 7 fer wixi- 
agitations of the World is grievouſly = meriamur | 


battered and torn with Ape, ſtrive dong Y ; 
onely to die well, to get ſafe into "£2 
the Harbour of eternal Reſt. og 


In fine, Epicurus him- 
ſelf ſaid well, that »o 
wan is either immature 
or over-ripe in regare 
to his fouls health; we can never ſet 
upon it too ſoon, we ſhould never 
«think it too late to bo to live 

at we 


cy 
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can do, and therefore we ſhould at 
any time endeavour it ; there are 
common reaſons for all ages, there || c 
are ſpecial reaſons for each age, || c 
which moſt ſtrongly and moſt clear- || y 
ly do urge it ; it is moſt ſeafonable || e 
for young Men, it 1s molt neceſlary I n 
tor old Men, it is moſt adviſeable I} ( 


2,0 DIO 


* WE : X 

Quare j4- forall Men *. c 
eentus, 170 
omnis atas (i 
( neque enim ret volunt at ſerum eft tempus whim ) tetis menti- c 


bus huc tendamus, in hoc elaboremus ; forſan © conſummare con- 
zingat. Quint. 12. 1. 


0 
v 
Again, be our condition what it || h 
will, this advice 15 reaſonable : Are || fl 
we in health: we owe God thanks Þ} y 
for that excellent gitt, and the beſt || p 
gratitude we can expreſs 1s the im- | j 
proving it for his ſervice and our 
own good ; we ſhould not loſe tle I e 
advantage of a ſeaſon fo fir tor our || | 
| obedience and repentance; while || v 
} the forces of our body and mind are |} y 
| entire, while we are not diſcompoſed || b 
by pain or faintneſs, we thould ſtrive Þ| r 
to diſpatch this needfull work , for 
which infirmity may diſable Wy, 
re. 


—_ — —_— " DC — PR OE Ne oe le OL ROY Ct Ml Lie tt On 32> rn Th PEE IN 
—_ —_— E 6 ASI i IS 20d be EDIT + a be 1.5 Fa be ir IRA AS Ya, RN a Hg; 7 MS REESE Obs #200002 v\ thy << DO BE REIN 
pm [FO A PEE I SILESROd ah 21 Ae NLP ge Ie) If ms ED PLS > . ER C y W's W x J \ 87s wo $2 TIN 
C EE a nd IEC I et I I 7 b þ + c001 
3s 
- 
£ o 


of delaying Repentance. 169 


Are we ſick? it 1s then time to 
conſider our frailty, and the beſt we 
can to obviate the worſt conſequen- 
, | ces thereof: It is then very fit, when 
: | wedo feel the fad effects of fi n, to 
> | endeavour the prevention of worſe 
7 | miſchiefs that may follow ; it is ſea- 
2 | ſcaable, when we lie under God's 
correcting hand to ſubmit unto him, 
to deprecate his wrath, to ſeek re- 
- | conciliation with him by all kinds 
of obedience ſutable to that ſtate ; 
with ſerious reſolutions to amend 
t Þ hereafter, if it ſhall pleaſe God to re- 
e | ftoreus; it is moſt adviſcable, when 
s | we are in the borders of death to 
t || provide for that ſtate, which lieth 
- | juſt beyond it. 
r Are we rich and proſperous 2 'tis 
e Þ| expedient then preſently to amend, 
r | leſt our Wealth do ſoon corrupt us 
& | with Pride, with Luxury, with Sloth, © | 
e | with Stupidity; leſt our Proſperity Prov. 1. $4. $ 
d || becometh an inevitable ſnare, an ir- - 
recoverable bane unto us. y 
Are we poor or afflied 2 it is "2 
wn alſo needfull to repent —- 
[tf 2p 
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that we may have a comfortable 
ſupport for our ſoul, and a certain 
ſuccour in our diſtreſs ; that we may 
get a treaſure to ſupply our want, 
a joy to drown our forrow ; a buoy 
to keep our hearts from ſinking in- 
to deſperation and diſconſolateneſs, 
This condition is a medicine, which 
God adminiftreth for our ſoul's 
health; if it do not work preſently 
ſo as todoe us good, it will prove 
both grievous and hurtfull to us. Ft 
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' 13. Laſtly, we may conſider, that I r 
abating all the rufull conſequences of || h 
abiding in fin, abſtracting from the Þ| 
deſperate hazards it expoſeth us to] Y 
in regard to the future life, it is moſt Þ y 
reaſonable to abandon it, beraking || y 
our ſelves to a vertuous courſe of ff y 
Ef virtus ui. PraQtice. For vertue in' it ſelf isfar} q 
 hil alind quam more eligible than vice, to keep] g' 
God's Commandments hath much n 
- naru- greater Convenience than to breakſſ y 
| 74> Cie 4 them; thelife of a good Maninallſ c; 
-_” confiderable reſpets is bighly to be] y 
E preferred above the life ofa bad Man:Þ 
| tor what is vertue, but a way of li-Y 
Vi 
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of delaying Repentance. 


ving that advanceth our nature into 
2 ſimilitude with God's moſt excel- 
ay Þ| {nt and happy nature ; that promo- 
t, I teth our true benefir and intereſt ; 
dy | that procureth and preſerveth health, 
n- || caſe, ſafery, liberty, peace, comfor- 
{s. F table ſubGſtence, fair repute, tran- 
ch || quillity of mind, all kinds of con- 


I's I venience to us ? to what ends did »,,, .. y 
ly | our moſt benign and moſt wiſe Ma- Mic. 6. 8. 


ve | ker deſign and fuit his Law, but to 
the furthering our good , and ſecu- 


at ring us from miſchief, as not onely 119-107: 


of {| himſelf hath declared, but reaſon 
he | ſheweth, and experience doth atteſt > 
to What is vice but a ſort of practice 
olt } which debaſeth and diſparageth us, 
ng F which plungeth us into grievous e- 
oF vils, which bringeth diſtemper gf bo- 
far Þ dy and foul, diſtreſs of fortune, dan- 
<p | ger, trouble, reproach, regret, and 
cl numberleſs inconveniences upon us? 
which for no orher reaſon, than be- 
cauſe it ſo hurteth and grieveth us, 
was by our loving Creatour interdt- 
Red to us? Vertue is moſt noble 
worthy, moſt lovely, moſt pra- 
fitable, 
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| ble; vice is molt ſordid and baſe, 
ugly, hurtfull, bitter, diſgracefull, 
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fitable, moſt pleaſant, moſt credita- 


in it ſelf, and in its conſequences, | ! 
If we compare them together, we || b 
ſhall find, that vertue doth always Þ| a 
preſerve our health , but vice com- | b 
monly doth impair it; that vertue 
1mproveth our eſtate, vice waſteth Þ| 0 
It ; that vertue adorneth our repu- 
tation, vice blemiſherh it ; that ver- 
tue ſtrengthneth our parts, vice 
weakneth them ; that vertue main- 
taineth our freedom, vice enſlaveth 
us ; that vertue kcepeth our mind 
in order and peace, vice diſcompo- 
icth and diſquietethit; vertuebreed- 
eth ſatisfaction a4 joy, vice ſpawn- 
cth diſpleaſure and ai.guiſh of con- 
{cience: to enter theretore into a 
vertuous courle of lite , what 1s 1t 
but to embrace happinels; to con- 
tinue 1n vitious practice, what 1s it 
but to ſtick in miulery ? 

By entring into good life, we en- 
ter into the favour and friendſhip of 
God.,engagiog his infinite power _ 
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wiſedom for our protection, our ſuc- 
| cour,, our direQion and guidance ; 
enjoying the ſweet effluxes of his 
s. | mercy and bounty ; we therewith 
e || become friends to the holy Angels, 
s | 2nd bleſſed Saints, to all good Men, 
- || being united in a holy and happy 
e | conſortſhip of judgment, of charity, 
h || of hope, of devotion with them ; 
+- | we become friends to all the World, 
r- | which we oblige by good wiſhes , 
e | and good deeds, and by the influ- 
- || cnce of good example ; we become 
h | friendsto our ſelves, whom we there- 
d | by enrich and adorn with the beſt 
>» | goods ; whom we gratifie and pleaſe 
- | with the choiceſt delights : but per- 
- | fiſting in fin we continue to affront, 
- | wrong, and diſpleafe our Maker, to 
2 | be diſloyal toward our Sovereign 
it | Lord ; to be ingratefull towarc our 
1- | chief BenefaQtour , to difoblige the 
it | beſt Friend we have, to provoke a 
moſt juſt and ſevere Judge ; to cope 


1- | with Omnipotency , to contradict. 
ff 8 Infallibility ; co-enrage the greateſt 
d 


Patience, to abuie immenſe Goot- 
. nels: 
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174 

neſs : We thereby become enemies ||! 
to all the World, to God, whom we | '' 
injure and diſhonour ; to the friends || | 
of God, whom we deſert and oppoſe; || | 

to the creatures which we abuſe to 
our pride, luſt and vanity ; to our || ' 
neighbours, whom we corrupt, or | 4 
ſeduce ; to our ſelves, whom we be- || | 
reave of the beſt goods, and betray || < 
( 
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to the worſt evils. 
wor a, to live ſoberly, we be- 
gin to live like Men, following the || « 
condudt of reaſon; beginning to live | | 
in charity, we commence the life of | i 
Angels, enjoying in our ſelves moſt 
Fs {weet content, and procuring great | 
—- benefit to others ; but going on in 
— ſinfull voluptuouſneſs, we proceed 
to live like beaſts, wholly guided by 
ſenſe, and ſwayed by appetite; be- 
ing pertinactous in malice we con- 
tinue to be like fiends, working tor- 
ment in our ſelves, and miſchief to 
our neighbonrs. 
Embracing vertue we become | 
- wiſe and ſober Men, worthy and}. 
honourable, beneficial and nſcfull ” i 
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- to a double Heaven ; one of joyfy 
tranquillity here , another of þb 
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: the World : but continuing in vice, 
'we continue to be fooliſh and vain, 
to be vile and deſpicable, to be 
worthleſs and uſeleſs. 

- By our delay toamend, what do 
we gain ? what, but a little flaſhy 
and tranſient pleaſure inſtead of a 
folid and durable peace; but a little 
counterfeit profit inſtead of real 
wealth ; but a little ſmoak of de- 
ceitfull opinion inſtead of unqueſtt- 
onable ſound honour; ſhadows of 
imaginary goods inſtead of thoſe 


Which are moſt ſubſtantial and true, 
' a good mind, the love of God, the 


ured welfare of our ſouls. But 


this field of diſcourſe is too ſpatious, 


ſhall onely therefore for concluſion 
lay, that ſpeedily applying our ſelves 


| to obedience, and breaking off our. 


fins by repentance, is in effe&t no- 


thing elſe but from a preſent Hell in 


trouble, and the danger of a final 
Hell in torment to be tranſlated in- 


full reſt hereafter; unto the which 
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| Almighty God in his mercy brin 
| usall, through Jeſus Chriſt our 2 
to whom for ever be all glory and 
praiſe. Amer. 


The very God of peace ſanitifie you 

ly, and I pray God your whole 
pirit, and ſoul, and body be preſer- 
ved Blameleſs unto the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift. Amen. | 


THE END.” 
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